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The invention relates to devices used upon 
cooling boards and the like for properly hold 
ing the limbs of a corpse during the process of 
embalming. The principal value of the device 
lies in its use to maintain, during and upon Con 
pletion of the embalming operation, the arms 
and hands in proper posture, at the same time 
permitting free drainage from the axillary re 
gion, the device being of such nature that it 
may be applied without lifting the body. 

Prior to my invention, various devices have 
been provided intended to hold the arms and 
hands in proper position but it has been very 
difficult to apply and remove such devices, in that 
they require laborious lifting of the body. More 
over, such prior devices often permit change of 
position of the arms during or upon completion 
of the embalming operation and restrict free 
drainage due to inability to properly accommo 
date the device to bodies of Varied Weight. Such 
difficulties, however, are effectively overcome by 
the present invention, the base of which is readily 
slidable between the cooling board or the like and 
the back of the corpse, Without lifting the latter, 
said base being provided With the arm rest and 
being so constructed as to Solidly hold the latter 
in the required position. 
The same device, by a simple adjustment, may 

be used to support a leg of the Corpse in case 
gravity drainage from the lower limb is desired, 
and the nature of the invention is such that 
the actual rest which engages the arm or leg, 
projects outwardly beyond the base when Sup 
porting an arm but overlies said base for stabil 
ity, when supporting a leg, 
With the fol'egoing in view, the invention re 

sides in the novel subject matter hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed, description being accom 
plished by reference to the accompanying draw 
ling. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing the device 
applied, to support an arm. 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation partly in section show 
ing the device When used as an arm rest, 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 but showing 
the device adjusted for use as a leg Support. 

Fig. 4 is a disassembled perspective view. 
A construction has been illustrated which has 

proven to be highly advantageous, and while 
this construction is preferred, variations may of 
course be made within the scope of the invention 
as claimed. 
The device includes a relatively long and nar 

roW base bar 5 which may Well be approximately 
seven inches long, One inch wide, except at its 

outer end, and five-sixteenths of an inch thick, 
except at its inner end. The outer end 6 of the 
base bar 5 is widened to prevent lateral-tilting 
and is provided with a rigid upstanding tube T 
which is preferably of rectangular croSS Section. 
The inner end of the base bar 5 is upwardly 
thickened to provide a lug 8 to press into the 
back of the corpse when the base bar is inserted 
endwise between said corpse and the cooling 
board or the like upon which it lies, the engage 
ment of the flesh with the lug serving to Solidly 
hold the base bar in proper position. The inner 
end of the bar 5 is provided with a bevel 9 ex 
tending from the lower side of said bar to the top 
of the lug 8, to facilitate endwise insertion of said 
bar between the body and the cooling board Or 
the like. The lug 8 is provided with an abrupt 
inner end 8 extending from the upper side of the 
bar 5 to the upper end of the bevel 9, said inner 
end is so engaging the flesh as to resist outward 
sliding of the bar 5. The upper end of the 
lug 8 is suitably rounded to prevent cutting the 
flesh and in fact no sharp corners exist any 
where on the device which mightmar the body. 
A shank f2 is slidable in and projectable up 

wardly from the tube 7, the upper end of Said 
shank being provided with a crescent-shaped 
arm or leg rest 3. When the device is used to 
support an arm as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the 
rest 3 projects outwardly beyond the outer end 
of the base bar 5. The shank 2, however, is re 
versible in the tube 7 so as to position the rest 3 
directly over the base bar 5 when the device is 
to be used as a leg support, as Seen in Fig. 3. 
One edge of the shank 2 is provided With a 

plurality of notches 4 and the opposite edge is 
formed with at least one notch 5. A spring 
pressed manually releasable dog 6 is pivotally 
mounted in the slot f in one side of the tube 7, 
this dog being co-operable with the notches 4 
when the device is used to Support an arm and 
being similarly co-operable with the notch 5 
when the device is being used as a leg support. 
To properly Support the arm, it is necessary that 
the rest 3 be at the proper elevation, to which 
elevation it is readily adjustable due to the dog 
f6 and notches 4. 
In practice, when using the device as an arm 

rest, the base bar 5 is forced endwise between 
the cooling board or the like and the corpse 
thereon, without the necessity of lifting the lat 
ter, the location of the device being Substantially 
as shown in Fig. 1. With the device so placed, 
the lug 8 acts as an effective holder due to the 
flesh being pressed over and around the same, 
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resulting in a firm hold and avoiding slippage. 
One of the devices will, of course, be used for 
each arm and they serve to Securely hold the 
arms during and upon completion of the em 
balming operation, insuring proper posture and 
at the same time permitting free drainage from 
the axillary region. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that a 
simple and inexpensive, yet an efficient and de 
sirable device has been provided for attaining 
the desired ends, and while the preferred con 
Struction has been illustrated, attention is again 
invited to the possibility of making variations 
Within the scope of the invention as claimed. 

I claim:- 
1. An embalmer's arm support comprising a 

base insertible between a cooling board or the 
like and the back of a corpse lying thereon, the 
inner end of said base being upwardly thick 
ened to provide it with a lug to press into the 
back of the corpse and hold the base in proper 
position, said inner end of said base being pro 

2,047,441 
vided with a bevel extending from the top of said 
lug to the lower side of the base to facilitate 
insertion of the base between the corpse and the 
cooling board or the like, and arm-supporting 
means carried by the Outer end of said base. 

2. An embalmer's arm support comprising a 
base insertible between a cooling board or the 
like and the back of a corpse lying thereon, the 
inner end of said base being upwardly thickened 
to provide it with a lug to press into the back of 
the corpse and hold the base in proper position, 
Said inner end of Said base being provided with 
a bevel extending from the top of said lug to 
the lower side of the base to facilitate insertion 
of the base between the corpse and the cooling 
board or the like, said lug being provided with an 
abrupt inner end extending from the upper side 
of the base to the upper end of said bevel to so 
engage the flesh of the corpse as to resist out 
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Ward sliding of the base, and arm-supporting 20 
means carried by the outer end of said base. 

JAMES L., STARBUCK. 


