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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jou~ Dixery, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Chicago, in
the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
have invented a new and useful Adjustable
Car-Partition, of which the following is a
specification. .

My invention relates to improvements in
removable partitions or gates, in which a
structure extending transversely of the car

is swung or suspended from one or more |

tracks or runways which extend longitudi-
nally of the car, and is provided with suit-
able roof and floor locks to maintain the
same stationary when in use.

One of the objects of my invention is to
provide means for holding merchandise in
place and preventing damage to the same
through the jarring or bumping of the cars.

Another object is to provide a portable
and convenient partition or gate which is
adjustable to various classes of cars and to
the varying conditions met with in loading,
transporting or handling merchandise in
cars.

Another objégt is to provide means where-
by time and labor are saved in the loading
or handling of small lots of merchandise.

I attain these objects by the mechanism

illustrated in the accompanying drawings,

in which:—

Figure 1 is a longitudinal sectional view of
a portion of a freight car, showing the track
or runway, and showing a partition in po-
sition_for use, this view showing also in
dotted lines a similar partition raised to the
position which it assumes when not in use.
Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view of a car,
showing the partition in position for use.
Fig. 8 1s an enlarged detail view of the sus-
pension means and one of the locks which
maintain the upper portion of the gate in
place when in use. Fig. 4 is a side eleva-
tional view of a modified form of lock for
the upper portion of the partition.

Similar reference characters refer to simi-
lar parts throughout the several views.

The partition is illustrated as consisting
of a gate comprising upright members A
having cross bars J secured thereto. To the
ceiling or roof of the car are secured suit-

able tracks or runways B, each of which has’

a downturned flange 5. These tracks or

runways extend the full length of the car,

and each is provided with a series of shoul-
ders preferably formed by cutting holes or

notches B’ in the depending flange 5. From
the supporting tracks or runways B is sus-
pended the partition or gate by means of
flat bars C which are secured to the uprights
A and extend upward beyond the upper
ends of the same. The bars C are secured
to the uprights A by means of bolts ¢’
which pass through suitable openings ¢ in
the lower ends of the bars C and corre-
sponding holes in the upper ends of the up-
rights A. By removing the bolts ¢/ and
moving them to a different position, the bars
C may be adjusted vertically to adapt the
device to cars of different kinds. The upper
ends of the bars C are perforated, and
through the openings in the bars extend
the ends of a rod D.” This rod is made ad-

which are placed at varying distances apart.
The ends of the rod D rest upop, either di-
rectly or through the medium o? rollers, the
tracks B. When' the partition or gate is
moved from one position to another length-
wise of the car, the rod D moves along the
tracks B and maintains the lower ends of
the uprights A out of contact with the floor

of -the car, and permits the partition to

swing. When the partition is not in use,
it may be folded up under the roof of the
car, as the side bars C have their upper ends
bent or off-set at an angle with the body
portion of the bars.

To prevent the upper ends of the bars ¢
from moving toward .each other, fingers E
are secured to the bars C and extend up on
the outer sides of the depending flanges b
of the tracks so as to embrace these flanges.
To: lock the upper end of the partition
against movement, suitable latches F are
pivoted to the fingers E, these latches fitting
into the notches B” and being adapted to be
moved out of the notches by proper manipu-
lation when it is desired to move the par-
tition along the tracks. .

For holding the partition more firmly in
place when in use, there may be provided,
when desired, additional locking means
comprising pins G which are passed through

‘holes ¢ in the -depending Hanges of the

tracks and through corresponding apertures
in the bars C, as illustrated in Fig. 8.

The lower portion of the gate or partition
is locked to the floor when the device is in
use, by means of bolts or pins H which are
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vided therefor in the floor of the car. The | by said supporting means and .adapted to

handle, in the form of a loop K, is provided,
by grasping which, the partition. . may be
moved along on the tracks to any desired
part of the car. When the partition is not
to be used, and is therefore swung up under
the roof of the car to the position shown
in dotted lines in Fig. 1, this handle K will
be passed over a hook 1 to retain the par-
tition in a horizontal raised position.

It will be seen from Fig. 1 that when the

gate is swung to and from the horizontal

20

position indicated by dotted lines, it will
swing about the rod D as an axis, and the
latches F will accordingly be swung respec-
tively out of and into position for engage-
ment with the notches B’. Furthermore,
after the operator has swung the gate to a
sufficiently inclined position by lifting upon
the handle K, he may slide the gate to any
desired position along the tracks. When the
gate is now allowed to swing to its normal
vertical position, the latches F will enter
the adjacent notches B’, if they are in posi-
tion to register with such notches, and if

- they are not in such position, they will pre-
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vent the gate from swinging to its vertical
position. until it has been shifted slightly
forward or back to bring the latches:into
such registering position. The latches may
also be shifted laterally into and .out of
position for engaging the mnotches in the
tracks by turning each one of them on the
axis of 1its pivotal connection with the
finger E. S

In the modification shown in Fig. 4, the
locking means for the upper portion of the
partition is formed by providing the upper
edge of the track B with notches M, in
which the ends of the rod D may rest. When
1t is desired to shift the partition from one
part of the car to another, the partition
may be lifted bodily and moved along on
the tracks and lowered with the rod D in
place in any pair of the notches M, as will
be readily understood.

I claim :—

1. In a device of the class described, the

combination of an overhead track, support-
ing means mounted to be run on said track,
a partition carried by said supporting means
and adapted to be swung into and out of a
substantially vertical position, a series of
shoulders on said track, and means on said
partition adapted to coact with said shoul-
ders for locking said. partition when in its
vertical position, and adapted to be moved
into and- out - of position for engagement
with said shoulders through the act of swing-
ing said gate to and from its vertical posi-
tion.

2. In a device of the class described, the
combination of an overhead track having a
depending flange, supporting means mounted
to be run on said track, a partition carried
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be swung mto and out of a substantially
vertical position, a series of shoulders on said
flange, and means adapted to coact- with
said shoulders for locking said partition
when in its vertical position. :

3. In a device of the class described, the
combination of an overhiead track, a parti-
tion mounted to be run on said track and
adapted to swing into and out of a substan-
tially vertical position, a series of shoulders
on said track, means on said partition
adapted to coact with sald shoulders for
locking said partition when in its vertical

position, and means below said track for

securing said partition in such vertical posi-
tion.

4. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a pair of parallel rails each
having an upwardly disposed horizontal
supporting surface and a depending flange,
said flange having therein a series of notches,

a partition comprising a pair of upright

members, means at the upper ends of said
members and adapted to ride on said rails
for supporting said partition as it is moved
along said rails, and means carried by said
uprights and adapted to engage said notches
for locking said partition against movement
along said rails when in a vertical position.

5. In a device of the class described, the
combination of an overhead track, a parti-
tion suspended- from said track, means sup-
porting said partition and adapted to be
run along said track to different positions,
means connecting said partition with said
supporting means and constructed to permit

said partition to be swung from a vertical

position to a position substantially parallel
with said track without disengaging said
supporting means from said track, and
means on said partition embracing said rails
and adapted to prevent displacement of
said supporting means from said rails.

6. In a device of the class deseribed, the
combination of an overhead track having
a depending flange, said flange having there-
in a series of notches, supporting means
mounted to be run on said track,
a partition carried by said supporting
means and adapted to be swung into and
out of a substantially vertical position, a
part on said partition embracing said flange
and adapted to prevent displaigment of

-said supporting means, and a latch pivot-

ally carried by said part and adapted to co-
act with said netches for locking said parti-
tion in vertical position. :

7. In a device of the class described, the
combination of an overhead track having a
depending flange, supporting means mouhted
to be run on said track, a partition carried
by said supporting means, a series of shoul-
ders on said flange, and means adapted to
coact with said shoulders for locking said

70

75

80

90

95

10¢(

11

11

13



986,810 : ' B : ]

partition in a plurality of different posi-
tions along said track. '
8. In a device of the class described, the
combination of an overhead track having a
depending flange, said flange having there-
in a series of mnotches, supporting means
mounted to be run on said track, a partition
carried by said supporting means, a part on
said partition embracing said flange and
10 adapted to prevent displacement of said

P

supporting means, and a latch pivotally
carried by said part and adapted to coact
with said notches for locking said partition
in a plurality of different positions along
said track.

JOHN DIXEY.

Witnesses:
Joanna H. PENWELL,
Gro. W. Surron.



