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2 Claims.

This invention relates to 2 folding box and
particularly a box capable of use as a lunch hox
suitable for office, factory and field workers,
school children, car conductors, miners, woods-
men and the like. The invention is also capable
of other uses, for instance picnic boxes.

It is especially aimed to provide such a con-
struction as may be folded into relatively small
space 5o as to be carried within the coat pocket
or the like.

A further object is to provide such a construc-
tion as may be made primarily from stamped
sheet metal, and will be practically a flat and
solid body when folded.

The more specific objects and advantages will
become apparent from a consideration of the de-

scription following taken in connection with ac-.

companying drawings illustrating an operative
embodiment.

In said drawings:

Figure 1 is a view in end elevation of the im-
proved box;

Figure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view taken
on the line 2—2 of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view taken on.

the plane of line 3—3 of Figure 2;

Figure 4 is a horizontal sectional view taken on
the line 4—4 of Figure 2;

Figure 5 is a cross sectional view correspond-
ing to Figure 3 but with the box in folded con-
dition;

Figure 6 is a 10ng1tud1na1 sectional view taken
on the line 6—6 of Figure 5;

Figure 7 is an enlarged detail illustrating the
junction between the side and end walls;

Figure 8 is a detail perspective showmg the
box in its operative form, and

Figure 9 is a perspective view showing the box
in its folded form.

Referring specifically to the drawings where-
in like reference characters designate like or sim-
ilar parts, {0 designates a bottom or base wall
having relatively low vertical flanges 1 at the
ends thereof and higher vertical flanges 12 at
the sides thereof, the base being preferably of
sheet metal and the flanges integral therewith.
The upper edges of the flanges Il are formed
into hinge barrels 13 while the upper edges of
the flanges 12 are formed into hinge barrels (4.

End walls 15 have barrels 16 interfitted with
those at {3 and jointly therewith receiving a
hinge pintle 11. A similar hinge pintle I8 passes
through the barrels {4 and through barrels 19
of side walls 20, the barrels 19 being interfitted
between the barrels 14,
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Said end walls 15 have their side terminals off-
set inwardly as shown at 21 and such portions
21 are adapted to be engaged by flanges 22 and
23 carried by the end walls or edges of the sides
20. It will be noted, that each wall 20 has at
least one of the flanges 22 and one of them at
23, such flanges being vertically disalined, so
that they will receive the portions 21 therebe-
tween and be on opposite sides thereof.

The upper edge portions of the end walls I5
and side walls 20 are preferably provided with
ribs or beads 24 and 25, respectively.

In the utile or unfolded condition, a cover 26
is slidably applicable over the ftop of the box,
having depending longitudinal flanges 21 which
are interiorly concave so as to provide grooves
to interfit with the beads 25. A similar flange
28 may be provided at one end of the cover to
serve as a stop.

The box is shown in its utile or unfolded con-
dition in Figures 1, 2, 3 and 8. When the box is
not in use, it may be folded into the compact
relatively flat form of Figures 5, 6 and 9. In
such condition, the end walls 5 are first folded
inwardly and the walls 20 are then folded in-
wardly over the walls 15, subsequent to which,
the cover 26 may bhe slidably applied over the
barrels 14 and 19, which function to retain the
cover similarly to the beads 24 and 25, the latter
extending outwardly from the box to the same
extent and being of the same external size and
shape as the beads 25.

All of the walls of the box may be made from -
sheet metal or similar material, suitably stamped
into shape and the box may be made in any de-
sired size and particularly in a relatively small
size so that when folded it may be carried with-
in the pocket of the owner or user,

Various changes may be resorted to provided
they fall within the spirit and scope of the in-
vention,

‘We claim as our invention:

1. A box of the class described having a base,
end walls pivoted to the base on an axis spaced
from the bottom of the box, the side edge por-
tions of the end walls being offset a distance
substantially equal to the thickness of the walls,
side walls pivoted to the base on axes above the
axes of the end walls, sets of flanges on said
side walls in lateral disalignment interengaged
with the opposite sides of the adjacent side edge
portions to aid in maintaining the walls un-
folded, said flanges having a width equal to the
length of the offset portions.

2. A box of the class described having a base,
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end walls pivoted to the base on an axis spaced
from the bottom of the box, the side edge por-
tions of the end walls being offset a distance sub-
stantially equal to the thickness of the walls, side
walls pivoted to the base on axes above the axes
of the end walls, sets of flanges on said side walls
in lateral disalignment interengaged with the op-
posite sides of the adjacent side edge portions

-to aid in maintaining the walls unfolded, said

flanges having a width substantially equal to the

length of the offset portions, outwardly project-
ing beads at the edges of the side walls, a cover
slidably applicable to said beads, hinges between
the side walls and base provided with outwardly
projecting barrels of substantially the same size
as said beads, said cover being slidably applicable
to .said barrels in the folded condition of the
box.
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