No. 753,302, o PATENTED MAR. 1, 1904.
'M. L. 0GIE. |
MATL BOX.

APPLICATION FILED ATG, 31, 1903,

N0 MODEL,

g

INVENTOR.




15

20

25

30

.

DPatented March 1, 1904.

Patent OFFICE.

MARY L. GGLE, OF COVINGTON, KENTUCKY.

- RAIL-BGH.

BPECIFICATION forting part of Letters Patent Ho. 783,308, dated March 1, 1604.

Application filed Augast 33,1803,

Fa oll whom it may coneers:

. Beitknown thatl Mary L. OoLz, scitizen
of the United Siatos, and resident of the city
of Covington, in the county of Kenton ‘and
State of Kentucloy, have invented certain new
and useful Jroprovements in Mail-Boxes, of
which the following is a specification.

Thiz invention relates to mail-boxes; and it
consists in the construction and arrangement
of the parts thereof, as will be more folly
hereinafter described and claimed.

One object of my invention is to providea
mail-box containing two or more subcom-
partments adapted to enable the postman by
opening a single door to uncover the entrances
of the subcompartments or sab-boxes, and
thus conveniently place themail in these sub-
compartments, and after this door is closed
also to ensble the person who is entitled to
the use of one of these subcompartments to
reach the latter through a door adapted fo
oive the said owner or user access %o that one
of these subcompartments to which he is en-
titled to have admission, bub preventing his
access to any other subcompartment.

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide in connection with the means already
outlined a box for the reception of the out-
going mail.

Still another object of my inventign is to

- malke the same door to be opened by the post-
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man of such construction that it shall afford
the postman access to the compartment

_which recéives the outgoing mail and to the

subcompartments that-are to receive the in-
coming mmail.

The several features of my invention and
the various advantages, some of which haye
alveady been alluded to, resulting from the
use conjointly or otherwise of these features
will be fully set forth in the description and
claims. - .

T will now proceed o describe my inven-
tion in detail.

“In the accompanying drawings, making a
part of this specifieation, and in which similar
letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts, Figure 1 represents in perspective a
mail-box embodying my invention, & door of
one of the subcompartments being open for

Rerial Fo, 171,413, (Ko model),

illustration. Fig. 2 representsin perspective

the same mail-box, hut opened, so that the
subcornpartments are uncovered. This fig-
ure shows the door to the compartmeat
wherein the outgoing mailis received as open.
¥ig. 3 is a view in perspective of a section
of & mail-box, illustrating a mode of hinging
the subdoors of the subcompartments differ-
ent from that shown inFig. 1. Fig. 4 repre-
sents in perspective two modes of locating
the subdoor of a subcompartment relative
to the large door which closes all of such
subcompartments. Fig. 5isa cross-sectional
view of the top of the box.

A indicates a mail-box of suitable size and
shape. This box contains subcompartments
B, each adapted to receive the mail destined
for the owner oraser of the said subcompart-
ment. In front of these subcompartments B
is a large door C, adapted when shut to close
the entrances by which the postman can de-

iiver mail to each of the subcompariments.
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The mueh preferred mode for enabling the '

private use of asubcompartmentto reach said
subcompartment 1s as

foliows: In the large
door I locate subdoors B?, one for - each sub~
compartment. Hach subdoor B, when the
large door is closed, alines with and covers
the entrance to its adjacent subcompartment,
but does not give admittance to any other.
Two other modes for enabling the private use
of a subcompartment sre illustrated in Fig. 4.
One of these consists in locating the private
door of a subcompartment at the side of the
compartment, as_suggestively illustrated by
the dofted lines B® of that figure. The other
of these modes consists in locating a subdoor
B*in front of  subcompartment. These sub-
doors Bt each covers only a portion of the
mouth or entrance of their respective sub-
compartments. The main door C is in such
construction preferably made to cover sub-

stantially only that portion of the entrances
“to the subcompartments that are not covered

by the subdgors B%. (See Fig. 4.) Ineach
of these various constructions there exist sub-
compartments o receive distributed mail and
a large door adapted when shut te cover the
entrances to all subcompartments. Subdoors

to enable the users of the respective subcom- Ioo
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“part of the mail-box is a compeartment

partments-to nse the
desired location.

* While the features of invention already de-
seribed are of great value and ubility and
may be nsed alone without ihe featurs now
to be described, nevertheless the feature now
to be described is preferably used with those
alveady particularly specified, and thereby the
utility of the constructions thus intimatsly
combineq is greatly inereased. This addi-
tional construction is as follows: In the upper
E for
receiving the letters, packs
ter to be mailed.

Such outgoing mail-matter
is intreduced into

the compariment K by life-

-ing the cap E? usuaily pivoted behind, and

rising, as shown, (see Fig. 2,) and laying the
matter or things to be mailed on the hinged
door E°, hinged at its front edge to the slottad
frame A’ of the mail-box, which frams is sr-
ranged directly above and extends across the
large upper comparttent of the box. The
door I¥" is pivotally connected to the hinged
cap K by the end bars B. This construction

of the cap K, hinged door E°. and pivoted -
3

bars B isan old and well-known construction
in common use. '

I leave all or a portion of the front of the
compartment K open, and I extend the door 0
so that when it (the door C) is closed it will
cover the opening E° of the front of the com-
partient E. Thus the door O when shub will
close the open entrances to the subeompari-
ments B and to the compartment . Thas
part of the door C which closes the compart-
ments B may be indicated by the character {F,

and that part of the door which closes tha-

compartment Kraay be indicaied by the shar-
acter (2 o
The subdoors may be hinged or oth
properiy secured 2t any one or more of
edges, a8 desired. One sach chinge in o
ection to the large door, differing from that
shown in Fig. 1, is illustrated in Fig. 3. The
hinges illustrated for the subdoors B? are in-
dicated by the letter H?, and the hinges of the
large door by the letter H; but any other suit-
able kind or kinds of hinge may bs employed,
duach obvious changes do not invol
tion and are deemed sufficiently illusty
said Fig. 3. , S ‘
The large door may be swung out sidewiss,

© as 1s the ease in common doors or may swing
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up or down. -

The mail-bex and its paris msy be of any
suitable materinl or materials, .

Of course the large door and the subdoors
will ordinarily be provided with locks, and
these locks may be those which have keys, or
they may be keyless locks, of which latter
what are known as * combination » disk locks
are one kind. TIn other words, any suitable
locks may be employed. - o

The compartments and the joints between
them and the doors are preferably dust-proof.

‘SAIne are present ab g |

ges, and other mag--

|therefrom, a-

758,302

and when the box is located out of doors the

compariments and said joints should be rain-

proof and snew-preof. ' .
“The specific construcion at the Junction of

tae side and the fop and bot'oms wnd rearends 70!

of the comparéments and of the inint formed

between the doors and said compar iments are

to be according to the reguirements of the lo-

e whers the boex is to be used. C
x the drawings the key-holes 1. of loeksiys

are shown in Fig. 1, and lecks 17 in Fig. &,
respectively, in connection with the subdoors
B, and a hasp P on the door C,and smeye P2
on the box A, and a padlock F° for locking
the door C whan closed to the box Awnroshown. 8c

These mail boxes or stations msy be placed
by the roadside, so that the carrier can edsily
obtain acgess to i withous dismounting from
his yehicle, as vulocking and opening the post~.
maw’s large door a$ the side of the bez gives Ay
access 1o ali of the compartments ot onve. o

blail is distributed to the individus! boxes i
and removed from the upper compurtinent,
taus requiring bt litle time in distributing
and collscting mail for a dozen or more fami- 9¢
ftog, L g

The subdoor of & given shcompariment is-
opened with & key of ths owasr and sontents
removed by the ividunl, thus wiving both

113(:1‘:'*&1'

the carrier and the-dstribuises ease and de-

spatel in obtaining the mails. ,
Thiz invention is particnlgriy useful ~for

'95_1‘

Hats, boarding-houses, hotels, suburban towns;

ges, and subdivisions $hat have no fres.
but adjoin a deliverv romte. - The ‘Tos
ot the boxesis in sceordance with the size- ’
the locslity served. Hach box confaing
Tom one to forgy compartments, each com-
orritacns being & leifer-box owned or con~ o
Hed by on individnal who has s own key vék
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28 40 ail of the compuriments as,

once by opening one door is of immsasurable

value to the carrier and Government ns bging <.
the means through which sficient and rapid 115 -
servics can be given along the rural rodtes’
throughout the United States, - i
Especially is this i 2

venionce ab cross

st
mnunities,
iesires the ome
long the roude.
21im-as new and of my vention,
and desire o sdeura by Letiers Patent,is—
1. Inn = device of the chavacter ‘deseribed,
the combination with the body of & mai-box,
of a series of small compartinents formed
therein and s largs compartment ztonding 125
entirely aeross the upper portion of the box
above the small compartments and separated
slot-frame arranged above the
said upper compertment, drop meahns carried
on said frame; and & door having = series of
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partment independent thereof formed across
the upper portion of the body of the box, and
a door hinged to the box and adapted to close
the front thereof, and having a curved exten-
sion thereon adapted to close the top of the
boxand the upper compartment, substantially
as described. o

4. In a device of the character deseribed,
the combination with the body of & mail-box,
of a series of small compartments arrange
therein, a large compartment extending en-
tirely across the top of the box above the
small compartments, & main door provide
with a series of independent small doors for
the small compartments, and a curved exten-
sion formed upon the upper portion of said
door adapted to close the upper compartment
upon closing the door, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand ‘in the presence of two subscribing

witnesses. .
MARY L. OGLE.

small doors mounted therein, each adapted to
close one of the gmall compartments, and be-
ing provided with 'a curved upper portion
adapted to engage the slot-frame 0 close the
upper large compartment, substantially as de-
seribed. ,

9. In a mail-hox, 2 body having jts fromt
and 8 portion of the top open, small compart-
ments formed in said body, a large compart-
ment insaid body formed abovethe small com-
partments extending across the entire upper
portion of the body of the box, a slot-frame
arranged above the large compartment, drop
means carried thereby normally adapted to
cover the slot thereof, & main door having &
ceries of small doors therein adapted to close
the small compartments when the main door
is closed, and means projecting above said door
adapted to close the top of the box and the up-
per compartment upon closing of the door,
said means adapted to engage the slot-frame
and lie beneath the drop means, substantially
ag described.

5. In combination with a mail-box having Attest: ' _
an open front and partially open top, a series A. E. STICKLETT,
K. SMrrH.

of small compartments, & large upper com-
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