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To all whom it may concern: »

Be it known that I, Moxroe GurrT,a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Hartford, in the county of Hartford and

5 State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Electric
vSwitches, of which the following is a speci-
fication.
-The object of my invention is to improve
10 the construction of electric switches of the
rotary type, more particularly with a view
to decreasing the cost of construction of a
device of this sort.

The invention is illustrated in the draxv-
ings in which— - ‘ :

Figure ] is a side elevation with some of
the parts shown in.central vertical section.
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the base with the
spindle removed. Fig. 8 is a sectional view
of the base on the line 1—1 of Fig. 2. Tig.
4 is a bottom view of the base.

Referring to the drawings  is the base, o’
a® the stationary contacts mounted on the
base, b the spindlé carrying the movable con-
tact member &’, The spindle also carries
the locking and unlocking mechanism which
cobperates. with the stop-plate secured to
the base and by means of which the movable
contacts are held against movement during

15

20

25

30
order to store up enough power in the spring
to move the movable contacts with a snap
action. The spindle has its bearing in the
‘base-piece and the object of my invention is
to provide a novel and simple manner of
providing a mounting for the spindle.

10 is the stop-plate. mounted on the base
and having depending fingers 11 which pass
through apertures 12 in the base and hold
the stop-plate against rotation. These fin-
gers extend entirely through the base and
have a drive fit in the notches 15 in a washer
16 located underneath the base. The stop-
plate and- washer are centrally pierced as
at 20 to give a bearing for the spindle at
the upper and lower sides of the base, the
hole through the base being larger than the
spindle so that the spindle contacts only
with the stop-plate and the washer. A
clamp of ‘the usual form engages the notch
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the initial movement of the turn-button in
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in the end of the spindle below the washer to
hold the spindle in place. The washer 16

_preferably is located 1n a recess in the under

side of the base, which recess is of greater
depth than the thickness of the washer so
that the fingers on the stop-plate can be long
enough to accommodate the variations in
the thickness of ‘the base-piece without pro-
jecting below the plane of the bottom of
the base. : '

It is essential to the best construction of
switches of this type that the spindle shall
have a firm bearing.  Such a bearing can-
not be provided in the base itself as the ma-
terial from which the bases are usually made
is not suitable for this purpose.
that metallic bearings for the spindle have

‘been provided, but of a more expensive and

complicated construction than that herein
shown. : ‘

It is understood that the structure illus-

trated and described is susceptible of modi-
fications and changes within the scope of the
appended claims.

I claim:— :

1. In an electric snap switch a base hav-
ing an aperture therethrough, plates lo-
cated against the upper and under sides of
said-base and overlying the aperture there-
through, means formed integrally with one
of said plates near its edges and extending
through said base to engage the other plate

to hold it in position and a spindle extend-

ing through said base and supported by
said plates.
9. An electric switch comprising a base,

stationary centacts thereon, a stop-plate lo--

cated on the upper surface of said base and
having fingers extending through said base, a
washer located on the under side of said
base and having notches engaging said fin-
gers, said stop-plate and washer being cen-
trally pierced, a spindle having its lower
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end located in the bearing formed by said

stop-plate and washer, and movable contacts
and a locking member mounted. on said
spindle, the latter adapted to codperate with
said stop-plate.

3. <In an electric snap switch an insulating
base having an aperture therethrouglh. bear-
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ing plates located against the upper and [ plates, and a contact member mouwnted on
under sides of said base and overlying the | the spindle but insalated therelrom.
apérture, means extending through said base : T
GPErture, means g LUrough so1ct base MONROE GULTT.
for mechanically uniting said bearing : O

plates, a spindle extending through the | Witnesses:
aperture in the base but out of contact D. J. Krriamnparr,
therewith and supported in bearings in said -H. E. Hazge
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