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(57) ABSTRACT 

A financial transaction card assembly comprises a financial 
transaction card, a package, and at least one article. The 
financial transaction card includes an account identifier link 
ing the financial transaction card to at least one of a financial 
account or a financial record. The package is separate from 
the financial transaction card and defines an internal cavity. 
The at least one article is enclosed within the internal cavity. 
The financial transaction card is maintained outside of the 
internal cavity and is removably coupled to the package. 
Methods of assembling a financial transaction card assembly, 
methods of encouraging purchase and facilitating use of a 
financial transaction card assembly, and other embodiments 
are also disclosed. 
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FINANCIAL TRANSACTION CARD 
ASSEMBLY WITH PACKAGED PRODUCT 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

0001. This application is a continuation of and claims 
priority under 35 U.S.C. S 120 to U.S. patent application Ser. 
No. 1 1/592,759, filed Nov. 3, 2006, which is incorporated 
herein in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 Stored-value cards and other financial transactions 
cards come in many forms. A gift card, for example, is a type 
of stored-value card that includes pre-loaded or selectively 
loaded monetary value. In one example, a consumer buys a 
gift card having a specified value for presentation as a gift to 
another person. In another example, a consumer is offered a 
gift card as an incentive to make a purchase. A gift card, like 
other stored-value cards, can be “recharged’ or “reloaded at 
the direction of the bearer. The balance associated with the 
gift card declines as the gift card is used, encouraging repeat 
visits to the retailer or other provider issuing the gift card. 
Additionally, the gift card generally remains in the user's 
purse or wallet, serving as an advertisement or reminder to 
revisit the associated retailer. Gift cards provide a number of 
advantages to both the consumer and the retailer. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0003. One aspect of the present invention relates to a 
financial transaction card assembly including a financial 
transaction card, a package, and at least one article. The 
financial transaction card includes an account identifier link 
ing the financial transaction card to at least one of a financial 
account or a financial record. The package is separate from 
the financial transaction card and defines an internal cavity. 
The at least one article is enclosed within the internal cavity. 
The financial transaction card is maintained outside of the 
internal cavity and is removably coupled to the package. 
Other related products and methods are also disclosed and 
provide additional advantages. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0004 Embodiments of the invention will be described 
with respect to the figures, in which like reference numerals 
denote like elements, and in which: 
0005 FIG. 1 is an exploded, top perspective view of a 
stored-value card assembly, according to one embodiment of 
the present invention. 
0006 FIG. 2A is a top perspective view of a stored-value 
card assembly, according to one embodiment of the present 
invention. 
0007 FIG. 2B is a front view of the stored-value card 
assembly of FIG. 2A. 
0008 FIG. 2C is a rear view of the stored-value card 
assembly of FIG. 2A. 
0009 FIG. 2D is a top view of the stored-value card 
assembly of FIG. 2A. 
0010 FIG. 2E is a right side view of the stored-value card 
assembly of FIG. 2A. 
0011 FIG. 3 is front view of the product included in the 
stored-value card assembly of FIG. 1, according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. 
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0012 FIG. 4A is a front view of one embodiment of an 
unfolded backer for a Supporting a stored-value card assem 
bly, according to one embodiment of the present invention. 
0013 FIG. 4B is a rear view of the unfolded backer of FIG. 
4A. 
0014 FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating a method of assem 
bling a stored-value card assembly, according to one embodi 
ment of the present invention. 
0015 FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating a method of 
encouraging purchase and facilitating use of a stored-value 
card assembly, according to one embodiment of the present 
invention. 
0016 FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating a method of using 
a stored-value card assembly, according to one embodiment 
of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0017. A stored-value card or other financial transaction 
card is adapted for making purchases of goods and/or services 
from e.g. a retail store or website. According to one embodi 
ment, an original consumer buys a stored-value card to give a 
recipient who in turn is able to use a stored-value card at a 
retail store or a setting to pay for goods and/or services. A 
stored-value card assembly, according to embodiments of the 
present invention, not only provides the consumer with a 
stored-value card, but also provides the consumer with a 
packaged product. In one embodiment, the packaged product 
includes an air freshener or other suitable article(s). Inclusion 
of the packaged product in the stored-value card assembly 
promotes the sale and/or loading of the stored-value card by 
potential consumers and/or bearers of the stored-value card. 
0018 Turning to the figures, FIG. 1 illustrates an 
exploded, top perspective view of a stored-value card assem 
bly 10 (e.g., a dual-item assembly) according to an embodi 
ment of the present invention. The stored-value card assem 
bly 10 includes a stored-value card 12 or other financial 
transaction item and a packaged product or item 14 remov 
ably coupled to the stored-value card 12 in any suitable man 
ner. In one example, stored-value card 12 is removably 
coupled to packaged product 14 with a readily removable 
adhesive 15 or other suitable coupling member, device, or 
Substance. 
0019 Stored-value card 12 is configured to be used as 
tender toward the purchase of goods and/or services. In one 
example, stored-value card 12 provides overall rigidity to 
stored-value card assembly 10 and Supports packaged prod 
uct 14. Packaged product 14 consists of one or more articles 
16 within a package 18 such as a wrapper. Article(s) 16 
include any suitable combination of functional and/or amus 
ing items. In one embodiment, article(s) 16 are relatively 
small and lightweight as will be further described below. 
(0020 Referring to FIGS. 1-2E, stored-value card 12 
includes a Substantially planar panel 20 defining a first or 
front Surface 22 and a second or rear Surface 24 opposite the 
first Surface 22. In one example, first and second Surfaces 22 
and 24 are each substantially planar. In one embodiment, 
panel 20 is generally rectangular in shape and is sized similar 
to that of an identification card, a credit card, or other card 
sized to fit in a wallet of a card bearer. In particular, in one 
embodiment, stored-value card 12 is about 8.5 cm long, about 
5.4 cm wide, and less than about 1 mm thick. In other embodi 
ments, panel 20 is otherwise shaped as a square, circle, oval, 
star, or any other suitable shape. Accordingly, panel 20 is 
formed of a somewhat rigid yet flexible material similar to 



US 2011/0024508 A1 

that commonly used for identification cards, credit cards, etc. 
In one embodiment, panel 20 is formed of a paper, cardstock, 
plastic (e.g., polycarbonate or polyvinyl chloride), or other 
suitable material. In one embodiment, panel 20 is formed of 
injected molded plastic or cut from sheet-stock plastic mate 
rial. 
0021. In one configuration of stored-value card assembly 
10, first Surface 22 is configured to interface packaged prod 
uct 14 and, in one example, includes at least one of brand 
indicia 26 and decorative indicia 28. In one embodiment, 
brand indicia 26 identify a brand, e.g. a product brand, a store 
brand, etc., associated with stored-value card assembly 10. In 
one embodiment, first surface 22 is printed with or otherwise 
includes a background design, seasonal or holiday identifier, 
media format indicia, and/or other suitable indicia. Indicia 26 
disposed on stored-value card 12 are one example of means 
for associating stored-value card assembly 10 with at least 
one of a product, a brand, a store, a holiday, a season, an 
occasion, a media format, e.g. characters, logos, Scenes, or 
other illustrations or photographs related to at least one of a 
movie, television show, book, video game, etc. 
0022 Decorative indicia 28 are included on stored-value 
card 12 to provide stored-value card 12 with an aesthetically 
pleasing appearance to a bearer of stored-value card 12. In 
one embodiment, decorative indicia 28 are similar to or cor 
respond with decorative indicia of packaged product 14, as 
will be further described below. In one embodiment, decora 
tive indicia 28 include one or more of graphics, text, patterns, 
colors, or other suitable objects. In one embodiment, brand 
indicia 26 and decorative indicia 28 may be intermixed such 
as where a character or other icon associated with a brand is 
included in a decorative scene included in decorative indicia 
28. 

0023 Referring to FIG. 2C, stored-value card 12 includes 
an account identifier 30, Such as a barcode, a magnetic strip, 
a Smart chip or other electronic device, a radio frequency 
identification (RFID) device, or other suitable identifier 
readily readable by a point-of-sale terminal, account access 
station, kiosk, or other suitable device. In one embodiment, 
account identifier 30 is printed on second surface 24 of stored 
value card 12. Account identifier 30 indicates a financial 
account or record to which stored-value card 12 is linked. The 
financial account or record of the monetary balance on stored 
value card 12 optionally is maintained on a database, other 
electronic or manual record-keeping system, or, in the case of 
“smart' cards for example, on a chip or other electronic 
device on stored-value card 12 itself. Accordingly, by reading 
account identifier 30, a financial account or record linked to 
stored-value card 12 is identified and can subsequently be 
activated, have amounts debited therefrom, and/or have 
amounts added thereto. Account identifier 30 is one example 
of means for associating stored-value card 12 with a financial 
account or a financial record. 

0024. In one embodiment, redemption indicia 32 are 
included on Stored-value card 12, for example, on second 
surface 22. Redemption indicia 32 indicate that stored-value 
card assembly 10 is redeemable for the purchase of goods 
and/or services and that, upon use, a value of the purchased 
goods and/or services will be deducted from the financial 
account or record linked to stored-value card 12. In one 
embodiment, redemption indicia 32 include phrases Such as 
“<NAME OF STORED GiftCard and “This GiftCard is 
redeemable for merchandise or services at any of our stores or 
at our website, and/or provides help or telephone line infor 
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mation in the case of a lost, stolen, or damaged stored-value 
card, etc. In one embodiment, other indicia are also included 
on second Surface 24 including other objects, texts, back 
grounds, graphics, etc. 
0025 Referring to FIG. 3, in one embodiment, article(s) 
16 of packaged product 14 include an air freshener or other 
fragrance carrier 40. In one example, air freshener 40 is 
substantially planar and defines a first or front side 42 and a 
second or rear side 44. In one example, air freshener 40 is 
sized similarly to stored-value card 12. 
0026 Air freshener 40 includes a material configured to 
exude an aroma or fragrance into the Surrounding atmo 
sphere. In general, air freshener 40 exudes fragrance upon 
exposure to the atmosphere without requiring interaction 
(e.g., Scratching, etc.) with air freshener 40 to activate scent 
release. In one example, air freshener 40 includes a porous 
Substrate such as cellulose fiber, card stock paper, etc. having 
Voids or pores (not shown) dispersed therein. A liquid fra 
grance (not shown) is placed within at least Some of the pores 
such that when the air freshener is exposed to the atmosphere, 
air freshener 40 releases the fragrance at a gradual rate. In one 
embodiment, the liquid fragrance is in the form of a fragrance 
oil oranessential oil. Use of other suitable materials to at least 
partially form air freshener 40 is also contemplated. For 
example, air freshener 40 includes a plastic, foam, gel, paper, 
or other substrate formed to include a desired aroma in the 
form of either a solid or a liquid fragrance. 
0027. In one embodiment, air freshener 40 includes brand 
indicia 46 and/decorative indicia 48. Brand indicia 46 iden 
tify a brand, e.g. a product brand, a store brand, etc. associated 
with stored-value card assembly 10. In one example, brand 
indicia 46 are substantially similar to brand indicia 26 of 
stored-value card 12. 
0028 Decorative indicia 48 includes any text, graphics, 
and/or other suitable objects contributing to the aesthetic 
appearance of air freshener 40 and, in one embodiment, are 
included on one of or both sides 42 and 44 of airfreshener 40. 
For example, decorative indicia 48 may include one or more 
of a background design, seasonal holiday scene or a design, 
characters, or any other suitable indicia. Decorative indicia 48 
may also include information regarding the type of aroma or 
fragrance that will be exuded by air freshener 40 when air 
freshener 40 is removed from package 18. For example, 
where decorative indicia 48 include a picture of a puppy and 
includes a pine aroma, decorative indicia 48 may additionally 
include the phrase "Puppy Pine' or something of similar 
effect. 
0029. In one embodiment, decorative indicia 48 relate to 
subject matter associated with the selected scent of air fresh 
ener 40. For instance, where decorative indicia 48 relates to 
the Christmas holiday, the aroma of air freshener 40 may be 
pine, peppermint, etc. In other embodiments, decorative indi 
cia 48 may relate to Halloween or Thanksgiving, cooking, a 
newborn baby, or other scene and air freshener 40 may 
respectively include an aroma emulating the Smell of pump 
kin pie, vanilla or cookies, baby powder, etc. Other corre 
sponding combinations of decorative indicia 48 and aromas 
will be apparent to those of ordinary skill upon reading this 
disclosure. 
0030. In one embodiment, first side 42 and second side 44 
each include similar brand indicia 46 and decorative indicia 
48 or otherwise visual resemble or visually coordinate with 
each other. In one example, indicia 46 and 48 on one or both 
sides 44 and 46 of air freshener 40 are substantially similar to 
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indicia 26 and 28 included on first surface 22 of stored-value 
card 12 except for a textural or graphical representation gen 
erally indicating which is airfreshener 40 and which is stored 
value card 12. 

0031. In one embodiment, article(s) 16 include a string or 
other hanging device 50 coupled with air freshener 40 and 
configured to facilitate hanging or otherwise positioning air 
freshener 40. In one example, air freshener 40 includes an 
aperture 52 near an edge thereof, and string 50 is thread 
through aperture 52 and tied to define a loop, generally indi 
cated at 54, configured to be hung on any Suitable Support 
structure. Placing string 50 on a Support structure hangs air 
freshener 40 from the support structure. 
0032. In one embodiment, other auxiliary article(s) 16 in 
addition or as an alternative to airfreshener 40 are included in 
packaged product 14. For example, article(s) 16 may include 
one or more of playing cards, Stickers, Small trinkets, a greet 
ing card, Small game, Small novelty article, etc. In one 
embodiment, each of article(s) 16 is configured to be stored in 
a relatively planar orthin manner and is relatively lightweight 
So as not to complicate coupling of packaged product 14 to 
stored-value card 12. In one example, each article 16 is simi 
lar to or smaller in size than stored-value card 12. In one 
example, each article 16 is larger in size than stored-value 
card 12. 
0033 Package 18 is any suitable packaging configured to 
enclose air freshener 40 and to seal air freshener 40 from the 
atmosphere (i.e., is air tight). Such that the aroma of air fresh 
ener 40 does not escape into the environment outside of 
package 18 until package 18 is opened by a bearer of stored 
value card assembly 10. In one example, package 18 includes 
a flexible plastic (such as oriented polypropylene (OPP), cast 
polypropylene (CPP), polyethylene (PE), etc.) cellophane, or 
other Suitable wrapper and/or a more rigid, Substantially air 
tight package sealed in any Suitable manner. In one example, 
package 18 is a wrapper provided as a plastic sleeve config 
ured to receive air freshener 40, cut to length, and sealed at 
each open end, as generally indicated at 60, to enclose air 
freshener 40 within a cavity 62 (FIGS. 2D and 2E) formed 
therein. In one embodiment, package 18 is one of translucent 
and transparent to allow viewing of a portion of first Surface 
42, for example, of a portion of brand indicia 46 and/or 
decorative indicia 48 through package 18. 
0034 Packaged product 14 is coupled with stored-value 
card 12 in any suitable manner such as with adhesive 15, a tie, 
a band, a second package around both stored-value card 12 
and packaged product 14, tape, etc. In one embodiment, pack 
age 18 extends only around air freshener 40 and not around 
stored-value card 12 to prevent or at least decrease undesired 
transfer of aroma from air freshener 40 to stored-value card 
12. By decreasing Such aroma transfer, store-value card 12 
can remain Substantially scent-free further encouraging Stor 
age of stored-value card 12 in a bearer's wallet for future use 
toward the purchase of goods and/or services. 
0035 FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate a carrier or backer 70 for 
supporting stored-value card assembly 10 (FIGS. 1-2E). 
Stored-value card 12, which is represented in phantom lines 
in FIG. 4A, is readily releasably attached to backer 70, for 
example by an adhesive 72 or the like. Backer 70 comprises a 
single layer or multiple layers of paper or plastic material, for 
example, generally in the form of a relatively stiff but bend 
able/flexible card. Use of other materials is also contem 
plated. Backer 70 displays indicia, graphics or text informa 
tion including store logo(s), store name(s), slogans, 
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advertising, instructions, directions, brand indicia, promo 
tional information, holiday indicia, seasonal indicia, media 
format identifiers, characters, and/or other information. 
0036 Indicia 74 for example include to, from, initial gift 
card value, and message fields. Indicia 76 promote that 
stored-value card assembly 10 includes air freshener 40 (il 
lustrated in FIG. 3) or other article(s) 16. In particular, in one 
example, indicia 76 state that stored-value card assembly 10 
includes an Air Freshener+GiftCard.” 

0037 Indicia 80 (FIG. 4B) indicate that stored-value card 
12 is redeemable for the purchase of goods and/or services 
and that upon use, a value of the purchased goods and/or 
services will be deducted from the financial account or record 
linked to stored-value card 12. In one embodiment, indicia 80 
include phrases such as “3NAME OF STORED GiftCard” 
and “This GiftCardis redeemable for merchandise or services 
at any of our stores or at our website.” and/or provides help or 
phone line information in case of a lost, stolen, or damaged 
stored-value card 12, etc. 
0038 Brand indicia 82 identify a store, brand, department, 
etc. and/or services associated with stored-value card 12. Any 
of indicia 74, 76, 80, 82, or other indicia optionally may 
appear anywhere on backer 70 or stored-value card assembly 
10. Additional information besides that specifically described 
and illustrated herein may also be included. 
0039 Backer 70 includes a window or opening 84 for 
displaying account identifier 30 of stored-value card 12 as 
illustrated in FIG. 4B. As previously described, account iden 
tifier 30 is adapted for accessing a financial account or a 
financial record associated with stored-value card 12 for acti 
Vating, loading, or debiting from the financial account or 
financial record. Accordingly, window 84 allows access to 
account identifier 30 to activate and/or load stored-value card 
12 without removing stored-value card assembly 10 from 
backer 70. In one embodiment, a portion of backer 70 alter 
natively is configured to be folded away from the remainder 
ofbacker 70 to access account identifier 30 without removing 
stored-value card assembly 10 from backer 70. 
0040. In one embodiment, backer 70 is a bi-fold substrate 
defining a fold line or multiple fold lines 86, about which 
backer 70 is foldable roughly in half. In FIGS. 4A and 4B, 
backer 70 is unfolded, i.e. is in an open configuration. For 
example, in one embodiment, to accommodate the overall 
thickness of stored-value card assembly 10, two fold lines 86 
are included. According to one embodiment, FIG. 4A illus 
trates surfaces of backer 70 that will be supported on a rack or 
other fixture to be visible to a consumer of a retail store who 
is considering the purchase of stored-value card assembly 10. 
In another example, while on display in a retail store, backer 
70 is folded back about fold line(s) 86 to present only the 
surfaces of backer 70 illustrated in FIG.4A that are positioned 
on the same side offold line(s) 86 as stored-value card assem 
bly 10 to a consumer. In one embodiment, indicia 74 are not 
be visible to a consumer when backer 70 and stored-value 
card assembly 10 are placed for display in a retail store. 
Backer 70 is one example of means for supporting stored 
value card assembly 10 for display in a retail setting. 
0041. After purchase, backer 70 is foldable about fold 
line(s) 86 such that the FIG. 4A surfaces of backer 70 are 
folded toward each other and stored-value cardassembly 10 is 
enclosed in a compact package formed by foldable backer 70. 
In this manner, the surfaces of backer 70 illustrated in FIG. 4B 
are disposed toward the outside of the folded, compact pack 
age, according to embodiments of the invention. In one 
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embodiment, folded backer 70 effectively wraps stored-value 
card assembly 10 for presentation from a consumer to a 
recipient. Folding backer 70 in the other direction about fold 
line(s) 86 for display on a rack in a retail setting, or about 
other fold line(s)s of backer 70 is also contemplated. 
0042. In one embodiment, a cut 90 is formed through 
backer 70 near an edge of backer 70 that extends substantially 
parallel to fold line(s) 86. In one embodiment, cut 90 is 
substantially semi-circular and extends partially toward fold 
line(s) 86 and defines a substantially semi-circular flap 92. 
which can be partially bent away from the remainder of 
backer 70. More specifically, upon folding of backer 70 about 
fold line(s) 86, to close backer 70, an opposing edge of backer 
70 is tucked beneath flap 92 to maintain backer 70 in a folded 
or closed position. Other backers similar to backer 70 can be 
used with various sizes and shapes of stored-value card 
assembly 10. Other backers or packages are also contem 
plated for Supporting stored-value card assembly 10. 
0043 FIG.5 is a flow chart illustrating one embodiment of 
a method 100 of assembling stored-value card assembly 10. 
Referring to FIG. 5 in view of FIG. 1, at 102, stored-value 
card assembly 10 is assembled and, at 104, stored-value card 
assembly 10 is coupled with backer 70 (illustrated in FIGS. 
4A and 4B). In particular, in one embodiment, assembling 
stored-value card assembly 10 at 102 includes assembling 
article(s) 16 at 106. For instance, at 102, string 50 is coupled 
with air freshener 40. In one embodiment, article(s) 16 may 
not require assembly beyond general manufacturing of article 
(s) 16. 
0044. At 108, article(s) 16 are enclosed within package 18 
to form packaged product 14. For example, packer 18 in the 
form of a wrapper is placed around air freshener 40 to enclose 
airfreshener 40 and to seal air freshener 40 from the surround 
atmosphere. At 110, packaged product 14 is secured to 
stored-value card 12 in any suitable fashion. In one embodi 
ment, package 18 is adhered to first surface 22 of stored-value 
card 12. 

0045. At 104, the assembled stored-value card assembly 
10 is coupled with backer 70 to form a retail product. In one 
example, stored-value card assembly 10 is coupled to backer 
70 with adhesive 72 or other selectively releasable material or 
device. More specifically, in one embodiment, stored-value 
card 12, which is coupled with packaged product 14, is 
coupled to backer 70 with adhesive 72 or other selectively 
releasable material or device. In one embodiment, backer 70 
is folded into a folded position for shipment and/or display to 
retail settings. Backer 70 is, more specifically, folded by 
folding backer 70 about fold line(s) 86 such that the backer 
surfaces illustrated in FIG. 4B are moved toward each other. 
As such, a portion of backer 70 with stored-value cardassem 
bly 10 is visible from one side offolded backer 70. Backer 70 
can also be folded in the opposite direction about fold line(s) 
86 to substantially enclose stored-value card assembly 10. In 
one embodiment, backer 70 is displayed in an unfolded posi 
tion hung from a Support arm within the retail setting. 
0046 FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating one embodiment of 
a method 120 of providing stored-value card assembly 10 for 
sale and use by consumers. At 122, stored-value card assem 
bly 10 is placed or hung from a rack, shelf, or other similar 
device to display stored-value card assembly 10 for sale to 
potential consumers. In one example, stored-value card 
assembly 10 is placed for retail sale when secured to backer 
70. In one embodiment, a depiction of stored-value card 
assembly 10 is placedon website for viewing and purchase by 
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potential consumers. In one embodiment, stored-value card 
assembly 10 is displayed without backer 70. 
0047. At 124, a consumer who has decided to purchase 
stored-value card assembly 10 presents the stored-value card 
assembly 10 on backer 70 to a retail store employee, retail 
store kiosk, or other person or device to read account identi 
fier 30 at stored-value card 12 to access a financial account or 
financial record linked to account identifier 30. In particular, 
account identifier 30 is read or otherwise accessed through 
window 84 of backer 70. Upon accessing the financial 
account or financial record, at 126, value is added to the 
financial account or financial record. Thus, Stored-value card 
12 is activated and loaded. Once stored-value card 12 is 
activated and loaded, stored-value card 12 can be used by the 
consumer or any other bearer of stored-value card 12 to pur 
chase goods and/or services at the retail store or other affili 
ated retail setting or website. 
0048. At 128, the retail store or other affiliated retail set 
ting or website accepts stored-value card 12 as payment 
toward the purchase of goods and/or services made by the 
current bearer of stored-value card 12. In particular, the value 
currently loaded on stored-value card 12 is applied toward the 
purchase of goods and/or services. At 130, additional value is 
optionally loaded on stored-value card 12 at a point of sale 
terminal, kiosk, or other area of the retail store or related 
setting. Upon accepting stored-value card 12 as payment at 
128, the retail store or related setting can Subsequently per 
form either operation 128 or operation 130 as requested by a 
current bearer of stored-value card 12. Similarly, upon load 
ing additional value on stored-value card 12 at 130, the retail 
store or related setting can Subsequently perform either 
operation 130 again or operation 128. In one example, the 
ability to accept stored-value card 12 as payments for goods 
and/or services is limited by whether the financial account or 
financial record associated with stored-value card 12 has any 
value at the time of redemption. 
0049 FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating one embodiment of 
a method 150 of using stored-value card assembly 10. At 152, 
a potential consumer of stored-value card assembly 10, which 
is displayed in a retail store or viewed on a website, decides to 
and does purchase stored-value cardassembly 10 from a retail 
store or website setting. Stored-value cardassembly 10 can be 
displayed and purchased alone or as part of a retail product 
along with backer 70. Upon purchasing a stored-value card 
assembly 10, a retail store employee, a retail store kiosk, or 
other person or device scans or otherwise reads account iden 
tifier 30. In one embodiment, account identifier 30 is read 
through window 84 of backer 70. Upon reading account iden 
tifier 30, the financial account or record linked to account 
identifier 30 is accessed and activated to load value onto 
stored-value card 12. 

0050. At 154, the consumer optionally gives stored-value 
card assembly 10 to a recipient, such as a graduate, relative, 
friend, expectant parents, one having a recent or impending 
birthday, a couple having a recent or impending anniversary, 
etc. In one embodiment, a plurality of stored-value card 
assemblies 10 are purchased and given to partygoers, such as 
at a birthday party, New Year's Eve party, for Christmas, etc. 
as party favors or gifts. As an alternative, the consumer can 
keep stored-value card assembly 10 for his or her own use. 
0051. At 156, the consumer or recipient, whoever is in 
current ownership or otherwise is the current bearer of stored 
value card assembly 10, removes stored-value card assembly 
10 from backer 70 if stored-value cardassembly 10 is coupled 
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with backer 70. For example, stored-value card assembly 10 
is removed from backer 70 by overcoming the coupling force 
of adhesive 72. The current bearer of stored-value cardassem 
bly 10 additionally or alternatively separates packaged prod 
uct 14 from stored-value card 12. In particular, package 18 is 
removed from stored-value card 12 by overcoming the cou 
pling force of adhesive 15. During or after this operation, the 
bearer of stored-value card 12 can optionally open package 18 
and use or play with article (S) 16. For instance, package 18 is 
opened and air freshener 40 is hung from a Support structure 
with string 50 or otherwise positioned in a desired space to 
exude aroma to the space, thereby imparting the aroma into 
the atmosphere within a space. 
0052. At 158, the current bearer of stored-value card 12 
redeems stored-value card 12 for goods and/or services from 
the retail store or website. At 160, the current bearer of stored 
value card 12 optionally adds value to stored-value card 12. 
and more particularly, to the financial account or financial 
record associated with stored-value card 12, at the retail store 
or over the Internet. Upon removing packaged product 14 at 
156, redeeming stored-value card 12 at 158, or adding value 
to stored-value card 12 at 160, the current bearer of stored 
value card assembly 10 Subsequently can perform any of 
operations 156, 158, or 160 as desired. In one embodiment, 
the ability of the current bearer to repeat redeeming stored 
value card 12 at 158 is limited by whether the financial 
account or financial record associated with Stored-value card 
12 has any remaining value at the time of attempted redemp 
tion. 

0053 Although described above as occurring at a single 
retail store or website, in one embodiment, purchasing stored 
value card assembly 10 at 152, redeeming stored-value card 
12 at 158, and adding value to stored-value card 12 at 160, can 
each be performed at any one of a number of stores adapted to 
accept stored-value card 12 or over the Internet. In one 
example, a number of stores are each part of a chain or 
similarly branded stores. In one example, a number of stores 
includes at least one website and/or at least one conventional 
brick and mortar store. 

0054 Stored-value cards come in many forms, according 
to embodiments of the invention. The gift card, like other 
stored-value cards, can be “re-charged’ or “re-loaded' at the 
direction of the original consumer, the gift recipient, or third 
party. The term “loading on' or “loaded on herein should be 
interpreted to include adding to the balance of a financial 
account or financial record associated with a stored-value 
card. The balance associated with the stored-value card 
declines as the card is used, encouraging repeat visits. The 
card remains in the user's purse or wallet, serving as an 
advertisement or a reminder to revisit the associated mer 
chant. Gift cards according to embodiments of the invention 
provide a number of advantages to both the consumer and the 
merchant. Other gift cards and stored-value cards according 
to embodiments of the invention include loyalty cards, mer 
chandise return cards, electronic gift certificates, employee 
cards, frequency cards, prepaid cards, and other types of cards 
associated with or representing purchasing power or mon 
etary value, for example. 
0055 Although the invention has been described with 
respect to particular embodiments, such embodiments are 
meant for illustrative purposes only and should not be con 
sidered to limit the invention. Various alternatives, changes, 
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and modifications within the scope of the invention will be 
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art upon reading this 
disclosure. 

1-19. (canceled) 
20. A financial transaction card assembly comprising: 
a financial transaction card including an account identifier 

linking the financial transaction card to a financial 
account having a monetary value available as payment 
toward one or more of goods and services, wherein the 
financial transaction card defines a Substantially planar 
Surface; 

a product formed separately from the financial transaction 
card; and 

a package formed separately from the financial transaction 
card, wherein: 
the package defines a cavity and an external Surface 

opposite the cavity, 
the product is maintained within the cavity such that the 

package encloses the product, and 
the external Surface of the package is positioned adjacent 

and coupled to the substantially planar surface of the 
financial transaction card. 

21. The financial transaction card assembly of claim 20, 
wherein the account identifier is a bar code. 

22. The financial transaction card assembly of claim 21, 
wherein the account identifier is one of a bar code, a magnetic 
stripe, and a radio frequency identification device. 

23. The financial transaction card assembly of claim 20, 
wherein: 

the Substantially planar Surface is a first Substantially pla 
nar Surface, 

the financial transaction card defines a second Substantially 
planar Surface facing in a direction opposite the first 
Substantially planar Surface, and 

the account identifier is fixedly secured to the second sub 
stantially planar Surface. 

24. The financial transaction card assembly of claim 20, 
wherein the financial transaction card is maintained entirely 
outside the cavity. 

25. The financial transaction card assembly of claim 20, 
further comprising: 

a coupling agent coupling the external Surface of the pack 
age directly to the Substantially planar Surface of the 
financial transaction card. 

26. The financial transaction card assembly of claim 25, 
wherein the coupling agent is a removable adhesive. 

27. The financial transaction card assembly of claim 20, 
wherein the financial account is stored in a database remote 
from the financial transaction card. 

28. The financial transaction card assembly of claim 20, 
wherein the product is one of sized similarly to and sized 
Smaller than the financial transaction card. 

29. The financial transaction card assembly of claim 20, 
wherein the package is a flexible wrapper. 

30. The financial transaction card assembly of claim 29, 
wherein the package is one of transparent and translucent. 

31. The financial transaction card assembly of claim 20, 
wherein: 

the product is aromatic, and 
the package is configured to seal the product and its aroma 

from the Surrounding atmosphere. 
32. The financial transaction card assembly of claim 20, 

wherein: 
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the Substantially planar Surface of financial transaction 
card includes first indicia, 

the product includes a second Surface facing away from the 
financial transaction card and including second indicia, 
and 

the first indicia are substantially identical to the second 
indicia. 

33. The financial transaction card assembly of claim 20, 
wherein the package separates the product from the financial 
transaction card. 

34. The financial transaction card assembly of claim 20, in 
combination with a backer formed separately from the finan 
cial transaction card, the product, and the package and con 
figured to Support and to selectively wrap the financial trans 
action card assembly. 

35. A dual-item assembly comprising: 
a stored-value item; 
an account identifier fixedly coupled to the stored-value 

item, the account identifier linking the stored-value item 
to a monetary value available as payment toward one or 
more of goods and services; 

an auxiliary item formed separately from the stored-value 
item; and 

a sleeve formed separately from the stored-value item and 
the auxiliary item, wherein: 
the sleeve is sealed around the auxiliary item and defines 

an external Surface facing away from the auxiliary 
item, and 

the stored-value item is coupled directly to the external 
surface of the sleeve. 

36. The dual-item assembly of claim 35, wherein the aux 
iliary item is at least partially visible through the sleeve. 
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37. The dual-item assembly of claim 35, wherein: 
the stored-value item includes a first substantially planar 

Surface and a second Surface facing in a direction oppo 
site the first Substantially planar Surface, 

the account identifier is fixedly coupled to the first substan 
tially planar Surface, and 

the external surface of the sleeve is directly coupled to the 
second surface of the stored-value item. 

38. The dual-item assembly of claim 37, wherein the sec 
ond surface of the stored-value item and a portion of the 
external surface of the sleeve opposite the second surface of 
the stored-value item include substantially identical indicia. 

39. A stored-value card assembly: 
a stored-value item defining a substantially planar Surface; 
an account identifier fixedly coupled to the stored-value 

item, the account identifier linking the stored-value item 
to financial account having a monetary value available as 
payment toward one or more of goods and services; 

an auxiliary article formed separately from the stored 
value item; and 

a sleeve formed separately from the stored-value item and 
the auxiliary article, wherein: 
the sleeve defines a cavity and an external Surface oppo 

site the cavity and facing away from the auxiliary 
article; 

the auxiliary article is maintained within the cavity and 
the sleeve is sealed around the auxiliary article such 
that the sleeve encloses the auxiliary article, and 

the external Surface of the sleeve is positioned adjacent 
and coupled directly to the substantially planar Sur 
face of the stored-value item. 

c c c c c 


