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Claims. 

1. 
This invention relates to that kind of filing 

System in which folders for documents are Sus 
pended vertically from a pair of parallel rails or 
the like, which usually form part of a metal frame 
inserted in a drawer of a filing cabinet. 
In filing systems of this kind it is of course 

important to label each folder and it is very de 
sirable that all the labels should be at the Sarine 
height so that each will be clearly visible and the 
whole assembly will present a neat appearance. 
The suspension is commonly effected by providing 
metal bars which span the rails and have hooked 
ends. These bars are attached to the folders in 
various Ways and take various forms. 

In some of the systems in common use the 
folders are independent of one another Or are So 
interconnected as to be easily separable and are 
removed individually from the drawer. One or 
more bars are removed whenever a complete 
folder is removed, and their hooked ends may 
catch on some part of the filing System and thus 
be a nuisance or they may scratch any desk on 
which they are put. 

in other Systems the folders are assembled in 
interlinked fashion and are not renoved indi 
vidually. Instead, the papers or other documents 
are actually put in smaller folders within the 
suspended folders, and the Small or inserted folder 
is removed when required. However these sys 
tenns are not wholly satisfactory, as the index 
label is not attached to the inserted folder SO 
that when several inserted folders are removed 
at once there is a risk of their being put back in 
the Wrong suspended folders. If this happens, 
much time may be wasted in rectifying the 
inistake. 
An object of this invention is So to Suspend 

folders that they will all have free upper edges 
at the same level, but they are separate from the 
suspension bars, so that when any folder is re 
moved the suspension bar or bars a SSociated With 
it remain in place. 
Another object is to provide a Series of pockets 

for the folders and to Suspend One leaf of each 
folder from the top edge of a pocket. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a series of continuous pockets Suspended from 
bars, together with a series of folders each carry 
ing an index label, one folder being put in each 
pocket and carrying its label with it on removal 
from the pocket. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a filing systern in which not only is it unneces 
sary to remove one or more suspension bars when 
a folder is removed but also no bar can normally 
be removed with a folder. 
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Yet another object is to provide novel suspen 

Sion bars and complementary folders by which 
the folders can be connected together in con 
certina fashion particularly satisfactorily. 
A Still further object is the provision of an 

improved iabel holder on a file folder. 
These and other objects are made clear by the 

following description of various embodiments of 
the invention which are shown in the annexed 
dra Wings, in which: 

Figure i is a perspective view of part of one 
System; V 

Figure 2 is an elevation of one of the suspen 
Sion bars of the System; 

* Figure 3 is a section on 
Figure 2; 

Figure 4 shows a sheet of paper from which a 
pocket is formed; 
'Figure 5 shows a sheet of cardboard from which 

a folder is formed; 
Figure 6 shows the top of a folder with a label 

holder in plan view; 
Figures 7 and 8 are respectively an end eleva 

tion and a front elevation of the part shown in Figure 6; 
Figure 9 is a section through one of the bar 

the line III-III in 

Supporting two pockets and a folder; 
Figure 10 is a perspective view showing a rinodi 

fied bar and pocket; 
figure 11 shows another modified bar and 

pocket; - 

Figure i2 is a perspective view of part of a 
nodified System; and 
Figure 13 is a Section through two pockets of . 

the System shown in Figure 12. 
. The filing Systein shown in Figure 1 includes 

tWO horizontal rails forming part of a drawer 2 
of a filing cabinet. A series of suspension bars 3 
is provided. AS clearly shown in Figures 2 and 3 
each bar 3 has a hook 4 at each end and a lug 
Sprojecting below and in the same plane as the 
hook, this lug 5 being long enough just to project 
under the rail but short enough to allow the 
bar to be put in postion or removed when the bar 
is turned out of a position at right-angles to the 
rails. Each bar 3 is castellated, that is to say, 
has troughs 6 along its upper edge. The parts 
of the upper edge between these troughs have 
horizontal fiaiages 8. Close to each hook 4 there. 
is an inclined part 9. 
The bars 3 Support and form the tops of a 

Series of pockets to, each formed from a web of 
paper or other sheet material (Figure 4) 
folded into M-shape with the central V forming 
two leaves f2 and the wings forming flaps (3. 
Folding lines, 4 are made by denting the sheet . 
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material and the depth of each pocket can be 
Varied by appropriate choice of the lines 4, the 
flaps 3 being shortened and the pocket deepened 
Or widened by choosing folding lines nearer the 
free edges of the flaps. Slots 5 are made along 
each folding line to correspond with the parts 
7 of the rods 3, and the pockets are assembled 
by passing the flanges 8 and upstanding parts 
through these slots. It will be seen that a con 
certina, pocket system is produced with a num 
ber of bars One greater than the number of 
pockets by making each bar form the top of two 
adjacent pockets, as shown particularly in Fig 
lure 9. 
A series of folders 6 is provided, each made 

from cardboard or other sheet material indented 
to form folding lines . The material is either 
folded about the central lines into V-shape or 
about two lines to form a rectangular bottom 8 
joining two leaves 9 and 20. The choice of the 
folding lines depends upon the number of papers 
to be accommodated in the folder, and as this 
number increases and the Space Within the fold 
er must be increased in width correspondingly, 
the material can be refolded about lines 7 pro 
gressively nearer the free edges. The depth and 
width of the pocket in which the folder is placed 
can be correspondingly varied by passing the 
flanges 8 through a line of slots 5 nearer the 
edge of a flap 3. 
The leaf 9 of the folder is Secured to a metai 

Strip 22 of inverted channel section, which has 
a series of upturned lugs 23 which pass through 
slots 24 in the leaf 9 and are pressed towards 
the body of the strip to clamp the leaf. When 
the folder is put in a pocket this strip 22 is hooked 
Over a bar 3 and rests on top of the upper edges 
of two adjacent pockets so that the leaf 9 of 
the folder is suspended from the bar. The other 
leaf 20 is left free so that the bottom of the 
folder rests on the bottom of the pocket. 
The top horizontal part 25 of the strip 22 serves 

as a support for a strip label 26, on which a 
name or other matter can be typewritten. It is 
usual to cover and protect any such strip label 
by a transparent sheath. Such a sheath is 
shown at 27 and, it will be seen, has inturned 
legs 28. To hold the sheath in position while 
allowing it to slide along the top of the folder, 
the part 25 is provided with projections 29, each 
formed by making two longitudinal slits 30 
Spaced apart by the width of the label, usually 
about 4'', and by pressing the metal between 
the slits outwards to make a flat-topped sur 
face about als' above the rest of the surface. 
The projections 29 may conveniently be 34' long 
and be Spaced apart by the same distance. In 
order to allow the sheath 27 to slide freely the 
projections 28 are T-shaped when viewed from 
the end and therefore the metal connecting the 
raised Surface with the remainder is narrower 
than the body of the projection, thus forming 
the stem of the T. To produce this result the 
ends of the slits 30 curve in towards one another 
as shown at 3 and then become parallel again. 
The effect of the projection 29 is to provide a. 
discontinuous raised surface on which the label 
26 rests and is held by the sheath 27, the legs 
28 of which engage under the sides of the pro 
jections 29. 
The projections 29 in the strip 22 may be 

formed by stamping. Alternatively the strip 
may be made of a plastic, in which case the pro 
jections may be formed by moulding. The strip 
may be fastened to the document or folder in 

5 

0. 

33 

40 

50 

58 

75 

4. 
any other convenient way instead of by the lugs 
23. 

It will be seen that in this filing system the 
weight of each folder and its contents is taken 
partly by the bar 3 and partly by the pocket. 
A Single label may be used for each folder, and 
yet all the labels are at the same level. More 
over, the strips 22 are prevented from moving 
along the bars by the parts 9, which form abut 
ments for both the strips and the ends of the 
folders, and so the edges of the strips and folder's 
are all in alignment. 
The use of the castellated bars 3 enables the 

flaps of the pockets to hook over the bars par 
ticularly neatly and, as described above, the 
depth of a pocket can easily be adjusted. 
The provision of the hooks 4 and lugs 5 at the 

ends of the bars 3 eliminates the possibility that 
the user of the system in removing a folder may 
also lift a bar, because the bars cannot be lifted 
off the rails by direct upward movement. 
The System shown in Figures 1 to 9 can be 

modified in various ways. For instance, bars 
35 as shown in Figure 10 may be used. These 
differ from the bars 3 in that each is formed 
With a single trough 36 and also With two slots 
3. The pocket is formed from two narrow webs 
38 of paper or other material. The end of each 
of these is passed through the lower slots 37 
and back through the upper slots before passing 
Over the top of the bar as do the inner webs in 
figure 10, so that each web is held in position 
by friction but the depth and width of each pock. 
et can easily be varied. The flaps or webs form 
ing an adjacent pocket can be passed through 
the slots in the same way, as do the outer webs 
in Figure 10. 

Slotted bars such as those shown in Figure 
10 can be used with pockets having hook-shaped 
ends, as shown in Figure 11. Here the pocket 
Consists of cardboard 42 having a metal strip 
43 of C section secured to each free edge; one 
hook engages in a slot of a bar and the other 
hook engages over the next bar. The size of 
the pockets can be varied by using bars having 
slots at different heights and choosing the ap 
propriate slot for the hook. 

Figures 12 and 13 show a system in which 
pockets are formed by folders 44 each having 
a Suspension bar 45 secured to the upper edge 
of each leaf. These pockets receive folders 45 
each having a horizontal part 47 integral with 
the edge of one leaf and a flap 48 integral with 
the part 47. The flap 48 is hooked over a bar 
f5 of the pocket in which the folder 46 is put 
and also over the adjacent bar of the next pocket, 
So that when all the folders 4S are in position 
all the pockets are joined together in concertina 
fashion. Cardboard strips 49 are secured by 
staples 53 to the parts 47 and serve as supports 
for labels 5 protected by sheaths 52. 
I claim: 
1. A filing System comprising a pair of parallel 

horizontal supports, a plurality of suspension 
bars slidable along said supports, a series of 
pockets each constituted by at least one web of 
material attached to two of said bars, a plurality 
of folders, each folder fitting into one of said 
pockets and means attached to at least one of 
the free edges of each of said folders hooking 
Over at least one of said bars at one of its free 
edges to positively support said folder. 

2. A filing System comprising a pair of parallel 
horizontal supports, a plurality of suspension 
bars slidable along said supports, a series of 
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pockets each constituted by at least one web of 
material attached to two of said bars, each of 
Said bars, between said end bars, lying at an 
upper edge of and uniting two of said pockets, 
a plurality of folders, each folder fitting into one 
of Said pockets and means attached to at least 
One of the free edges of said folders hooking over 
one of said bars at one of its free edges. 

3. A filing system comprising a pair of parallel 
horizontal Supports, a plurality of suspension bars 
slidable along said supports, a series of pockets 
each constituted by at least one web of material 
attached to two of said bars, said bars forming 
the tops of said pockets, and a plurality of folders, 
each folder fitting into one of said pockets and 
means attached to at least one of the free edges 
of each of Said folders hooking over two of said 
bars at one of its free edges and thereby serving 
to connect two adjacent pockets together. 

4. A filing System comprising a pair of parallel 
horizontal supports, a plurality of suspension bars 
slidable along said supports, a series of pockets 
each constituted by at least one web of material 
attached to two of said bars, and a plurality of 
folders, each folder fitting into one of said pockets 
and having an inverted-U part at one edge, said 
inverted-U part hooking over at least one of said 
bars and carrying a strip label. 

5. A filing System comprising a pair of parallel 
horizontal supports, a plurality of suspension bars 
slidable along Said supports, a series of pockets 
each constituted by at least one web of material 
attached to two of Said bars, and a plurality of 
folders, each having at the edge of one leaf an 
integral hook-shaped part comprising a horizon 
tal label-Supporting Surface and a flap, each 
folder fitting into one of said pockets with its 
hook-shaped part engaging over one of the bars 
thereof. 

5 

10 

20 

25 

30 

6 
6. A filing System comprising a pair of parallel 

horizontal supports, a plurality of suspension bars 
slidable along said supports, a series of pockets 
each constituted by at least one web of material 
attached to two of said bars, and a plurality of 
folders, each folder carrying at one free edge a 
strip of inverted-U shape presenting an upper 
label-supporting surface, and each folder fitting 
into one of said pockets with said strip hooking 
Over One of the bars thereof. 

7. A filing System as claimed in claim 1, where 
in each bar is formed close to each end with an 
abutment for the end of the folder. 
RAYMOND ARTHUR, EUGENE GUICHARD. 
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