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UNITED STATES 

2,218,377 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,218,377 

SURFACE CONSTRUCTION FOR, WALLS AND 
- THE LIKE 

Frank G. Dresser, Providence, R.I. 
Application May 22, 1939, Serial No. 274,893 

5 Claims. 

This invention relates to improvements in 
Surface constructions for walls and the like. 
More especially it has to do with a new type of 
plate-like construction units and supporting and 
retaining means therefor which may be employed 
for surfacing sidewalks, roads and exterior walls 
of buildings, but which are particularly appro 
priate for use interiorly of buildings, for Surfac 
ing Walls, floors and ceilings. 
The invention is herein disclosed as embodied 

in the construction of an interior wall of a build 
ing, but it will be obvious that the structural 
features hereinafter disclosed have general ap 
plication, where an inexpensive, permanent and 
attractive composite-block surface is desired. 

It is among the objects of the invention to 
provide plate-like construction units which may 
be combined to produce a hard, durable and at 
tractive block-surface. The face of these units 
may be suitably colored to give the appearance 
of ceramic tile, but the dangers of chipping, 
cracking, or discoloration inherent in such tille 
are entirely avoided in my construction. This 
follows from the fact that my improved plate 
form units may be made of metal and hence will 
be non-cracking and practically non-marrable 
in use. Moreover a surface composite of the 
units can be much lighter in weight and have 
more durability than ceramic tile. 

Further objects are to provide means on each 
unit for effectively anchoring the units in plaster, 
concrete or the like, and to provide a pre-formed 
metal web which constitutes a support both for 
the plate units and for the plaster or like sub 
stance, thereby eliminating the need for the usual 
back-boards or lathing. 
These objects may be attained by providing 

rectangular plate units of sheet metal, of any 
suitable area, which may be arranged edge to 
edge in rows across and along the structure, or 
may be staggered if desired. Preferably these 
units will be of galvanized iron faced with alumi 
num, and the exposed surface of the latter may 
be oxidized to produce an extremely hard Sur 
face with attractive color effects. 
The units have means projecting from their 

rear sides constituting spacers for Spacing the 
units from a web support, and serving also as 
clinchers around which plaster or the like may 
engage for anchoring the units in place. 
The web support may be of sheet metal pre 

formed to have multiple parallel ribs extending at 
right angles to the base plane of the web. In 
the case of an interior wall, the web, of size to 
extend over a considerable Section of wall, may be 

(Cl. 72-18) 
nailed to the usual studding, with the ribs pro 
jecting in a horizontal plane and constituting 
shelves for supporting plaster which will be 
packed therein behind the plate units. The 
spacers of the units rest on the outer edges of 
the ribs. Preferably there will also be spacing 
lugs on two adjacent sides of each plate-unit 
for providing crevices around each unit, which 
may be filled with plaster or cement to attain a 
desired plaster-like effect. 

It is intended that the patent shall cover, by 
suitable expression in the appended claims, 
whatever features of patentable novelty exist in 
the invention disclosed. 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective illustrating interior 

Walls of a building, as if in the course of con 
struction, and showing a wall structure embody 
ing features of my invention; 

Figure 2 is a perspective of a flat sheet of 
metal, perforated and adapted to be formed into 
my improved ribbed web support; 

Figure 3 is an elevation in section through a 
Wall embodying features of the invention; 

Figure 4 is a plan in section on 4-4 of Fig 
ure 3; 

Figure 5 is a perspective of the face portion of 
one of my surface units; 

Figure 6 is a perspective of the lining portion 
which fits within the face portion of Figure 5; 

Figure 7 is a sectional view through a con 
pleted surface unit on a line extending through 
tWO of the Spacers; - 

Figure 8 is a perspective showing a surface unit 
formed for a corner location; 

Figures 9 and 10 are perspectives showing the 
section of a lining portion which may be em 
ployed for a corner unit like that of Figure 8; 
and 

Figure 11 is an edge elevation of another Sur 
face unit Suitable for a corner. 

Referring to the drawings, and more particu 
larly to Figure 1 thereof, my pre-formed sup 
porting web is shown nailed to the usual stud 
ding 2 of a wall structure, each section of web 
being preferably of size to span several spaced 
apart studs and being of any desired and prede 
termined area. 
a corner location will terminate at or close to the 
Corner, and a like Section of Web, on the other 
Wall, Will extend to meet or to closely approach 
it at the corner. 
Each web section may be formed of suitable 

sheet metal, such as galvanized iron for example. 
Before the web is formed, the flat sheet of metal, 

Preferably, a section of web at . 

0 

20. 

25 

30 

35 

40 

s 5 

  




