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GOIV 15/06 (2006.01) GOIN 33/09 (2006.01) GO6K 7/12 (2006.01)
GOIN 21764 (2006.01) GO¥G 3/00 (2006.01)

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC
B. FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by clussification symbols)

Documentation searched other then minimum documentation to the extent thai such documents ere included in the fields searched

Electronic data base consuited during the International search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)
DWPI & keywords (mark+, tag+, label+, tract, signature?, lumint, flucrest, phospheresot, spectr+, logistict, stock,
inventory, database, reader, deteet+ and similar terms)

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* | Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to
claim No.
US 6380547 B1 (GONZALEZ et al.) 30 April 2002
X Abstract; figures 1-3; column 1, line 43 to column 3, line 44 1-23,28-29
Y As above 24
WO 2001/078288 A2 (QUANTUM DOT CORPORATION) 18 October 2001
X Abstract; page 3, line 10 to page 5, line 33, page 24, line 7 to page 28, line 3 1-23, 28-29
Y As above 24
WO 2000017103 A2 (MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY) 30
March 2000
X Abstract; page 4, line 22 to page 6, line 24, page 18, line 18 to page 22, line 25 1-23, 28-29
.Y As above i 24

Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C See patent family annex

b Special caregories of cited docurments:

ugn
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not considered te be of particylar rolevance

eatlier applicatlor or patent but publisked or or after the
international filing date

docomient which may throw doubts on priority claim{s)
or which is cited to establish the publication date of
another citation or other speciel reason {25 specified)
docnment referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition
or other means

decument published prior to the international filing date
but later than the priority date claimed

"A"  document defining the general state of the art which is R

e

e

agn

later docament published after the international filing date or priority date and not in
conflict with the application but cited to understand the prineiple ar thenry
underlying the favention

deciwment of particular relevance; the claimed invention canrot be considered npvel
or cannot be considered to involve am inventive siep when the document is taken
alone

docwment of particular rel ; the claimed invention cannot be considered to
involve an inventive step when the document is combined with one or more other -
such documents, such combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art

document member of the seme patent famity

" Date of the actual completion of the international search

19 July 2006

Date of mailing of the intc?aéioyms%ﬁh report

Name and mailing address of the ISAJAU

AUSTRALIAN FATENT OFFICE

PO BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA
E-mail address: pet@ipaustralia.gov.au

Facsimile No. (02) 6285 3929

Authorized officer

RICHARD REED
Telophone No : (02) 6283 7927
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claim No,
US 2005/0229698 A1 (BEECROFT et al,} 20 October 2005
P X Abstract; figures 1, 6-10; 25-27, 30
PRY As above, 24
WO 2005/095926 A2 (CHROMEON GMBH) 13 Qctober 20035
X Abstract; page 1, line 32 to page 2, line 8, page 4, liries 9-25, page 9, lines 2-5, page 1-23, 28-29
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US 5422719 A (GOLDSTEIN) 6 June 1985
A Abstract; column 4, lines 6-41; column 7, lines 20-23; 25-27,30
Y As above 24
US 5714758 A (NEU) 3 February 1998
A Abstract; figures 1-2; column 1, line 58 to column 2, line 32 25-27,30
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EP 1510357 Al (GELBERT) 2 March 2005
A Abstract; paragraphs 00040007, 0012; figure 1 1-23,28-29
US 2005/0092408 Al (LAUF et al.) 5 May 2005
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Box No. II  Ohservations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been establishsd in respect of artain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following
FEASOnS:

L. D Claims Nos.:

becanse they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Autherity, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relete to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. l:[ Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and ars not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a)

Box No. IlT  OQbservations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

The International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, for the reasons
indicated on an extra sheet.

—

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims,

7. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite
payment of additional fees.

3. [:l As only some of the required additional seerch fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international seerch report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, D Wo required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos,:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable,
’ the payment of g protest fee,

Ij The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable
protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accomparied the payment of additionai search foes.
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Continuzation of Box No: 111

The International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concspt.

In asseﬁsing whether there is more than one invention claimed, this ISA has given consideration to those features
which can be considered to potentially distinguish the claimed combination of features from the prior art. Where
different claims have different distinguishing features they define different inventions.

This International Searching Authority has found that there are two different inventions with pairs of claim groups
sharing some features as follows: .

. Claims 1-8 are directed to a method of tracking, authenticating or identifying industrial materials. It is
considered that incorporating trace amounts of a luminescent marker comprises a first distinguishing
feature. .

. Claims 923 are directed to 2 method of racking, authenticating or identifying industrial materials. It is
considered that incorporating trace amouats of a luminescent marker comprises a first distinguishing
feature, It is further considered that a imique luminescent response comprises a second distinguishing
feavure, The first distinguishing feature is in commen with the above group.

. Claim 24 is directed to a system for tracking, authenticating ot identifying industrial materials. Tt is
considered that a unique luminescent response comprises a sscond distinguishing feature. It is further
considered that a portable luminescent reader comprises a third distinguishing feature. The first
distinguishing feature is implicit in this claim and is in common with the above two groups.

. Claim 25-27 are directed to a pottable luminescent reader. It is considered that the portable luminescent
reader comprises a third distinguishing featare. It is further considered that the features of the portable
luminescent reader comprise a fourth distinguishing feature, This group lacks the first distinguishing
feature.

PCT Rule 13.2, first senience, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical relationship
among the claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. It is
considered that there is a special technical feature in common between the first, second and third groups. A second,
different, special technical feature is considered to be in common befween the second and third groups. A third,
different, special technical feature is considered to be in common between the third and fourth groups.

Hence these groups are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is they do not have any
commeon inventive features which define a contribution over the prior art. The common condept linking these groups
of claims is the use of luminescent materials. However, this concept is generic in the art. Therefore these claims lack
unity a posteriori.
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