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To all chom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAME. STAINBACK, 

of Somerville, in the county of Fayette and 
State of Tennessee, have invented a certain 
Improvement in Obstetrical Supporters, of 
which the following is a specification: 
This invention relates to an apparatus for 

assisting Woman during parturition, intended 
to afford supports at suitable points, between 
which she can brace her frame during the par 
oxysms. My improvemenit consists in the com 
bination of a support for the back and knee 
supports, all suspended from a fixed frame or 
object overhead, the supports for the knees 
being severally connected by independent cords 
to the supportforthe back, and the cords, which 
reeve over pulleys on the elevated frame, be 
ing provided with handles, so that the lady 
using the apparatus can bring the whole force 
of her body to bear in bracing herself to alle 
viate the pain. 
In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a per 

spective view of my improved apparatus com 
plete. Fig. 2 is a sectional detail view to show 
the manner of hanging the knee-supports. Fig. 
3 is a section, transversely, on an enlarged 
scale, of the support for the back. 
The same letters of reference are used in 

all the figures in the designation of identical 
parts. 

In the example illustrated, the operative 
parts of the apparatus are shown as suspended 
from the upper portion of an upright frame, 
A, adapted to straddle the bed upon which 
the patient is lying. It is evident, however, 
that the necessary contrivances for sustaining 
the apparatus may be secured to the ceiling 
over the bed. The knee-supports B are rig 
idly secured to arms B", pivoted to the top 
cross-bar of the frame A by a joint, b, allow 
ing the arms to swing freely in every direction. 
To one arm, B', and near to its knee plate 
or support, is secured a cord, C, which is 

thence carried over a pulley, D, suspended 
by a sliding and swinging block, D', from a 
detachable rod or bar, A', near the top of 
the frame, and, after passing through eyes e on 
the under side of the back-support E, is re 
turned over a second pulley, D, to be secured 
with its other end to the other arm B'. Inter 
mediate between the knee-supports and the 
pulleys the cord is provided with handles F. 
The back-support Eis made flexible, and pref. 
erably in three unyielding strips, hinged to 
gether, as shown. This, as well as the knee 
supports, is properly upholstered, as indicated. 
A cord, C', connected at its ends to the cord 
C, and passing through eyes under the back 
support at the end opposite where the cord C 
supports it, assists in giving steadiness to the back-support. 
When called into use, the support E is suit. 

ably adjusted to the back of the lady, who 
places her knees against the supports B, and, 
grasping the handles F with her hands, can 
brace herself and bring any desired pressure 
to bear on her back. All the parts being au 
tomatically adjustable or shiftable, she can 
readily, and by the slightest effort, arrange 
Em in positions the most comfortable to 
?I': 

What I claim as my invention, and desire 
to secure by Letters Patent, is 
An obstetrical supporter composed of the 

flexible back-support E, swinging knee-sup 
ports B, cord C, reeving over pulleys D, and 
handles F, all suspended from a frame or fixed 
object overhead, substantially as specified. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my name 

to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

WILLIAM E. STAIN BACK. 
Witnesses: 

LEVIN LOCKE, 
B. EDW. J. EILS, 

  


