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This invention relates generally to portable beverage
coolers and is directed particularly to a portable ice-
cooled cooler for carrying and dispensing beverages sold
in cylindrical cans of the type adapted to be fitted with a
pressure head for dispensing the contained beverage
through a spout associated with the pressure head.

Beer and other beverages are now being sold in cylin-
drical metal containers or “tin cans” holding a full gal-
lon. A reuseable pressure head has been devised which
can readily be attached against the top of such a large
can and which includes a spout, means for pressurizing
the can contents, and valve means for dispensing the con-
tents at the spout as desired. It is the principal object
of this invention to provide a portable cooler and car-
rying case for use with such a large beverage can equipped
with a pressure head, and utilizing ice cubes or crushed ice
as the cooling agent.

It is another object to provide a portable beverage
cooler of the above nature which will be especially well
suited to use in carrying, cooling and dispensing canned
beverages at picnics and other outings where electrical
refrigeration facilities are not available.

Yet another object is to provide a portable beverage
cooler of the character described which will be attractive
in appearance, compact, economical in cost, light weight,
and durable in use.

Other objects, features and advantages of the invention
will be apparent from the following description when
read with reference to the accompanying drawings. In
the drawings, wherein like reference numerals denote
corresponding parts throughout the several views:

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a portable bever-
age cooler embodying the invention, shown in use;

FIG. 2 is a top view of the cooler shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a front view, in vertical cross-section, of the
cooler;

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary view of the cooler liner, taken
along the line 4—4 of FIG. 3 in the direction of the
arrows and illustrating details liner lock mechanism; and

FIGS. 5, 6 and 7 each illustrate, in perspective, modi-
fied forms of the portable cooler shown in FIGS. 1 through
3.

Referring now in detail to the drawings, 10 in FIGS. 1
through 3 designates a preferred form of a portable bev-
erage cooler embodying the invention, the same being
comprised, generally, of a cylindrical outer container 11,
a cover 12, and a removable interior liner 13.

The container 11, which is preferably molded of a
synthetic plastic foam material because of its lightness
and good heat insulating qualities, has its circular bottom
wall 14 formed with an interior, concentric, annular boss
15 provided with an annular, concentric recess 16 of sub-
stantially rectangular cross-section. The upper end of
the cylindrical container 11 is formed with an arcuate
depression 17, inwardly inclined from its lower end, where
it merges with the cylindrical wall thereof, to provide an
inclined recess for receiving a glass G to be filled, as is
hereinafter more fully described.

The circular cover 12, which is also preferably made of
a synthetic plastic foam material, is formed in its under-
side with a projecting annular flange or rib 18 the outer
diameter of which is slightly less than the internal di-
ameter of the container 11, whereby said rib will fit with-
in the open end of said container to prevent accidental
lateral displacement of the cover. The cover 12 is pro-
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vided with a wide, radially-extending slot 19 the inner end
of which is semi-circularly rounded, as indicated at 20,
said slot providing an opening in the cover for passage and
movement of the pressure head P.

The cylindrical container 11 is provided with a handle
21 rotatable on a bail comprising side portions 22, 22
journalled at their outer ends on studs 23, 23 fixed at
diametrically-opposed positions at the upper end of said
container.

The removable liner 13 is preferably of metal, such as
of stainless steel, and tubular in form of sach diameter
and wall thickness as to fit removably in the annular re-
cess 16 in the boss 15 of the container bottom wall 14.
The liner 13 may be made, for example, of a rectangular
piece of sheet metal bent into cylindrical shape and either
welded at the meeting edges, or, as illustrated in FIG. 4,
hooked together at the meeting edges as by plurality
of opposed, interfitting, struck-out Iugs or tabs 24, 25
provided in spaced relation along marginal portions there-
of. A spigot 26 is fitted in the wall of the container 11
near the lower end thereof to drain ice water.

In use, the liner 13 will be fitted in place within the
container 11 to provide an annular space between the outer
wall of said liner and the inner wall of said container for
receiving the coolant, preferably in the form of cube or
crushed ice as indicated at R in FIG. 3. The gallon bev-
erage can C fitted with a pressure head unit P will then be
placed down within the liner 13 with the spout S of said
pressure head unit extending out over the arcuate depres-
sion 17 of the container 11. The cover 12 can then be
applied with its slot 19 extending over the arcuate depres-
sion 17 to permit placement of a glass G in the container
depression 17 for filling from the spout S as the pressure
head P is moved forwardly to open its dispensing valve,

FIG. 5 illustrates a modification of the invention 16z
differing from that of FIGS. 1 through 4 described above
only in that individual cylindrical handles 28, 28 are fixed
at each side of the container, and in that the cover is
divided into two parts 29 and 30 individually hinged at
each side of the container as by hinges 390, 31, respectively,
to open up and away from the pressure head opening.

FIG. 6 illustrates another modification 105 differing
from that of FIGS. 1 through 4 only in that the container
22 is of substantially square cross-sectional shape and
tapered to slightly increased size from bottom to top.
The container is provided with a square cover 34 hinged
as by a hinge 35 to the back wall of said container.

FIG. 7 illustrates still another modification of the in-
vention designated 1¢c, differing from that of FIGS. 1
through 4 only in that the container is formed with op-
posed, sidewardly-projecting wing portions 36, 37 which
are hollowed out at the top to provide recesses either for
food tidbits or for a decorative floral arrangement, as
desired.

While we have shown and described herein only four
forms in which the invention can conveniently be em-
bodied in practice, it is to be understood that these forms
or modifications are presented by way of example only,
and not in a limiting sense; The invention, in brief, com-
prises al] the embodiments and modifications coming with-
in the scope and spirit of the following claims.

What we claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

1. A portable beverage cooler comprising, in combina-
tion, an outer container having an enclosing side wall and
a bottom wall, an annular slot in the interior side of said
bottom wall, a tubular liner member removably receivable
at one end in said bottom wall slot for holding said liner
in spaced relation with respect to the interior of said en-
closing wall, the outer surface of said liner and the inner
surface of said enclosing wall defining an annular cham-
ber adapted to receive a cooling agent, the upper end of
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said side wall having an arcuate depression formed there-
in, said depression being inwardly inclined from its lower
end to its upper end, and a cover for enclosing the upper
end of said outer container, said cover having a wide
slot for passage of a pressure head associated with a bev-
erage can disposed within the liner.

2. A portable beverage container as defined in claim 1
wherein said outer container is of generally cylindrical
form.

3. A portable beverage container as defined in claim 2
wherein said cover is circular and formed in its underside
with a concentric rib the outer diameter of which is slight-
1y less than the internal diameter of said outer container.

4. A portable beverage container as defined in claim
2 wherein said cover is diametrically and symmetrically
divided into two equal parts, each part being hinged
to diametrically opposed portions of said enclosing side
wall, said cover slot being in register with said arcuate de-
pression.

5. A portable beverage container as defined in claim 1
wherein said outer container is substantially square in
cross-sectional shape, and of increasing size from bottom
to top.
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6. A portable beverage container as defined in claim
5 wherein said cover is substantially square in shape and
hinged along one edge to an upper edge portion of said
enclosing side wall.

7. A portable beverage container as defined in claim 2
including a pair of opposed wing members integrally
formed with said enclosing wall and extending outwardly
from each side thereof, said wing portions each being
formed with a recess serving as auxiliary containing
means.
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