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EDWIN BIRD WILSON, OF FOREST HILLS, NEW YORK. ‘

ORNAMENTAL OBJECT.

. Application flled March 11, 1927, Serial Xo. 174,516,

“This invention relates to ornamental ob-
jects, and more particularly to artificial
trees and the like. : ..

An object of the invention is the provision

8 of a method and means for making artificial
trees and the like, which bear a close re-
semblance to the natural object which they
are supposed to represent, and which can
be cheaply and easily constructed.

Another object is the provision of a
method for constructing such ornaments

10

whereby the ornaments can be readily dis-

assembled so as to occupy a very small space,
for packaging, storage or shipment.

18
ornaments of relatively thin sheets of ma-
terial cut to conform to the profile of the
article which the ornament is to represent,
and provided with notches therein. The as-

20 sembgy of the ornament is acéomplished: by

fitting together the thin sheets and inter-

locking t%em in the general manner dis-
closed in my copending ‘application Serial

No. 25,992, filed on April 27, 1925 where-

by a substantially rigid, self-supporting

unit is obtained:
In the drawings, Fig. 1 illustrates in sec-

. tional elevation an ornamental Christmas

tree constructed in accordance with my in-

vention, :
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lines 2—2 of Fig. 1.

Figs. 3, 4 and 5 are views of the ele-

ments making up the tree shown in Fig. 1.
35
construction shown in Fig. 1. :

Figs. 7 and 8 illustrate elements for form-
ing ornaments. - .

Figs. 9 and 10 illustrate a modification
of the device shown in Figs. 4 and 5 as
applied to an ornament, . .

In Fig. 1 is represented a. Christmas tree
.1, set in a receptacle 2.. This tree is made
up of three flat sheets of material 6, 7 and
8: (Fig. 3) cut to correspond to a profile
view of the tree and receptacle to be rep-
resented, as shown at 10 and 14 respective-

40

45

'ly. These sheets or profile members, are.

provided with slits 11, 12, 15, 16 and with
50 :
The whole tree is assembled by interlock-
ing the several sheets by means of slits
11, 12, 15 and 16. This is accomplished,
for example, by placing sheets 6 and 7 end

I attain these objects by. constructing the’

Fig. 2 is a view in section taken along-

Fig. 6 illustrates a modification of the’

a cut out portion 13 °in the receptacle 14..

to end, with their planes at right angles
and with the open ends of slits 12 and 15

“coinciding, then sliding the two sheets to-

gether so that they interlock and occupy
the same length. Sheet 8 is then interlocked .
with 6 and 7 in the same manner, the free 90
ends of slits 11 and 13 being placed together
and the sheet 8 slid down upon 6 and 7 so
that all occupy the same length. .
The three members 6, 7 and 8 are then
adjusted angularly so that angles between
the sheets will all be equal, as shown in
Fig. 2. In order properly to secure the
sheets against relative angular displacement,
I provide a spacing member 8 which is
divided, for a portion of its length, into
six elements, 9 (Figs. 4 and 5). One end
of the member is not so divided but has
a solid section 4 which serves to retain the
members 9 quite rigidly in their proper rel-
ative positions. The member 8 is slid up
onto the interlocked sheets 6, 7 and 8, with
the six sections of the member occupying
the six corresponding angular spaces between
the sheets as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The.
solid section 4 fits within cut out sections
13 of the sheets and therefore the member
occu}i)ies the same length as the sheets. - The
member 3 thus secures the sheets against
angular rotation. If the tree is made rela-
tively tall, it may be found advisable to pro-
vide some binding wires or clips 5 to pre-
vent' spreading of the elements 9 of mem-
ber 8. The wires or clips would be passed
around the member 8, through the sheets 6,
7.and 8, or not, according to the shape of
the sheets at the point of the banding, and
secured tightly so as to force the elements
9 into close relation with the sheets .and
each other. In this figure, the size of the
member 3 relative to the size of the rest
of the tree is exaggerated for the sake of
clearness. In a regular tree, the member 3
would be of the same size as the trunk of
the tree to be represented. ‘ :
Fig. 6 shows a modification of the inven-
tion wherein the sheets are interlocked in
exactly the same way as in Fig. 1 but are
held against angular displacement by means
of a small slotted button 17 which fits with-
in the cut out sections 18 of the sheets,
which are exactly similar in general con-
struction to those shown in Figs. 6, 7 and
8. The button 17 which is similar to mem-
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ber 3 except that the elements 9 are much
ghorter in relation to the solid section 4,
serves to hold the whole assembly in its
proper shape. c

Instead of a solid button such as 17, a

piece of slotted sheet material such as shown
in Fig. 9, element 22, might be used to en-
circle the sheets 23, 24 and 25 at the base
and thus hold them in proper position.
_ Element 22 might also be made annular
in form, and if so the sheets 23, 24 and 25
could be made of flexible material and pro-
vided with notches in their edges. In that
case, the whole would be assembled by put-
ting the sheets together and flexing them
slightly so that they would slide inside the
annular member. The annular member
would then be positioned in the notches in
the sheets and thereby be held firmly in
position relative to the sheets.

While I have illustrated ornaments con-

structed from three sheets it will be ap-
parent that any number of sheets desirable
may be interlocked in the manner above
illustrated as it is necessary merely properly
to proportion the slits 11, 15 etc. so that they
fit together. This is best illustrated in Figs.
7 and 8.
- Fig. 7 illustrates the proper slits to make
to fit together two sheets, while Fig. 8 illus-
trates the proper cuts to make to fit together
four sheets. In the last mentioned figure,
looking at the drawing when held in a verti-
cal position the four sheets fit together suc-
cessively from right to left, that is, 19 slides
together with 18 from top to bottom, 20 then
slides together with the first two, from top
to bottom, and lastly 21 slides together with
thci3 first three from bottom to top.

y
be made to present a very pretty and natural
effect. For example, I have represented
snow as resting upon the branches of the
tree shown in Fig. 1. I have found also
that in cutting out the various sheets for
making up an ornament such as shown in
Fig. 1 that a more natural effect can be se-
cured by making the profile of the cut out
sheets differ from each other slightly where-
by the branches will not present too great a
regularity in their positions on the tree. A
more realistic effect is obtained by so cutting
out the sheets that when they are superim-
posed on each other, there will be a mini-
mum of open spaces passing directly thru
the three superimposed sheets. This gives
the finished tree a solid effect not to be ex-
pected from an object made merely of thin
sheets of material.

These ornaments may be made of any ma-
terial desired, such as cardboard, fibre board,
sheet metal or the like. The spacing mem-
ber may be made of wood or other material

Objects constructed in accordance with
my invention are very easy to assemble and

roper decoration the ornaments can’
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take apart, and when taken apart may be
packed in a very small space. If the ob-
jects are large, and have to be transported,
such as theatrical properties, the features of
ease of assembly and smallness of space oc-
cupied in a disassembled condition, are of
great importance. Likewise, small orna-

ments might be sold in a disassembled con--
.dition in envelopes or small packages.

While I have shown for the purpose of
illustration, a specific embodiment of my in-
vention, it will be apparent that variations

may be made in the particular construction

and arrangement of parts without departing
from the spirit of the invention as set forth
in the appended claims.

What I claim is:

1. A collapsible ornamental device com-
prising a plurality of sheets of relatively
thin material cut to conform to the profile
of object to be represented, a slit in each of
the sheets by means of which all of said
sheets are mutually interlocked and a mem-
ber having a plurality of slits therein, said
member engaging said sheets by means of
the slits in the member, thereby securing said
sheets against relative angular displacement.

9. An ornamental object comprising 2
plurality of mutually interlocked sheets of
material cut to conform to the outline of the
object that it is desired to represent, and
means consisting of a block of solid ma-
terial having slots therein for preventing
relative displacement of the said sheets.

3. An artificial Christmas tree compris-
ing a plurality of sheets of relatively thin
material fashioned to conform to the outline
of a Christmas tree and slits in the said
sheets whereby all of said sheets are mu-
tally interlocked. o

4. As a new article of manufacture, the
combination of a £luralit of surfaces each
having a longitudinal sht and having' its
edges cut to correspond to the profile section
of a tree like structure, means for removably
supporting and holding said surfaces, said
last mentioned means cooperating with said
surfaces to lock said surfaces in position.

5. An artificial Christmas tree compris-
ing. a plurality -of sheets of thin material
cut to conform to the profile of a Christmas
tree, a slit in each of tﬂe sheets by means of
which all of said sheets are mutually inter-
locked, and means coacting with said sheets
for preventing relative angular displace-
ment thereof. '

6. An artificial Christmas tree comprising
a pluralit{ of flat members cut to conform
to the outline of an evergreen tree and pro-
vided with means whereby the members may
be mutually interlocked, and means for pre-
venting angular displacement of the said
members relative to one another. ;

7. A pew article of manufacture compris-

_ing a plurality of sheets of material, each
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of said sheets havmg its edges fashioned to
correspond to a different outline of a tree,
and means for interlocking said sheets with
-surfaces at an angle to one another, whereby
an ap earance of reality is obtained.
s a new article of manufacture, a
’Chnstmas tree comprising a Elurahty of
" unitary tree profile membeérs having slits

therein and a spacing ‘member having slits

therein, all of said members being mutually 10

interlocked by means of said slits.
In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this spemﬁcatlon, this 9th day of
March 1927.

EDWIN BIRD WILSON.




