




2 O 

3? 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WARREN R. BRIGGS, OF BRIDGEPORT, CONNFCTICUT. 

G OLF = D RIVER 

SPBCIFICATION formimg part of Tetters Patent, No. 556,048, dated March 1o, 1896. 
Application filed January 7, 1896, Serial No, 574.577. (No model.) 
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Be it knoWn that I, WARREN R. BRIGGS, a, 

citizen of the United States, residing at Bridge 
pOrt, in the county Of Fairfield and State of 
Commecticut, have imwented certaim new and 
useful ImprOwements in Golf-Drivers; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact deScription of the in wention, 
Such as Will enable Other's skilled in the art, to 
Which it appertainS to make and use the Same. 
My in wentiom relates to certain improwe 

ImentS in the cOnStruction of golf-drivers, and 
has for itS Object to provide a driver the head 
of Which Shall p0SSeSS great Strength and re 
Sistance to breakage, While at the same time 
any desired Shape, balance, or Weight of head 
may easily be obtained. 

In the aCCOmpanying drawings, 'E'igure 1 is 
a perSpectiWe ShOWing my imprOwed golf 
driver, the handle being broken aWay; Fig. 2, 
a longitudinal Section thereof taken through 
the handle and head; F'ig. 8, a horizontal Sec 
tion taken through the head at the line a? c of 
F'ig. 2. FigS. 4, 5, and 6 are similar to F'igS. 
1, 2, and 8, but showing modified forms of my 
imprOWement. ~ 

Similar numberS of reference denote like 
partS in the SeWeral figures of the draWingS. 

In conStructing my improwed driver I pref 
erably bend a piece of Wood, by the usual pro-- 
ceSS of Steaming and claimping, So that the head 
and neck are integral With the grain, running 

| im parallel lines length wise of the meck and 
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then folloWing the bend and I'umming length 
Wise of the head. In other Words, I Obtain the 
desired angular disposition of the head With 
TeSpect t0 the meck by the Steam-bending prO 
CeSS, S0 that the grain of the head runs in a di 
1'ection parallel With the striking-face of the 
club, there being no grain Whatewer through 
the head Which is mot lengthWise there0f; but 
While a driwer-head bent in this mammel' is 
beyond a doubt Superior tO a head in which 
all or a portion of the grain ]runS at an angle 
to the horizontal plane of the length of Such 
|head, still my present in Wention also contem 

| plates SaWing out the neck and head frOm a 
single piece of Wood in order to get the proper 
angular disposition of Said head. 

Referring t0 FigS. 1, 2, and 8 of the draW 
ings,1 is the driver-head of any Suitable shape, 
and 2 the neck integral With Said head and 

extending therefrom at any suitable angle. 
This neck is Cut doWm 0m a taper from top to 
bottom SO aS to leave tWO tapering forks 8 4, 
the inne1* Surfaces whereOf extend in a werti 
Cal plane at right angleS to the bottom of the 
|head and Substantially parallel with the strik 
ing-face of the driver-head. The loWer Wall Õ 
of this tapered Opening extends into the head 
1 and is preferably parallel with the neck 
itself, as Will be ewident from Fig. 2, and 
Within this Opening the handle 6 of the driver 
is inserted, hawing previously been prOperly 
Shaped tO COnform to Said opening. Glue is 
ofcourse used in making the joint betWeen the 
handle, neck, and head, and this joint or Splice 
is preferably WOumd in the usual manner. 

It will be obserwed that I Obtain a Splice 
Which is exceedingly simple and strong and 
Which does not in the slightest tend to Weaken 
the handle, neCk, Or head, and alS0 the handle 
is wery firmly fixed, since it is comfined later 
ally between the forkS 8 4, and as to wertical 
mowement it is Confined by the inclined Wall 5 
of the V-opening. 

7 is the ordinary strip of Vulcanized fiber' 
or leather which is fixed within the driving 
faGa, of the club, and 8 is the Weight which is 
run into an Opening in the rear face of the 
club. I prefer to drive sc1'eWS 9 Within the 
bottom Wall of the Opening in the rear of the 
Club, So that When the lead C0mp0Sing the 
Weight, 8 is poured therein it Will anchor itself 
firmly around the heads 0f the ScreWS. 
Should it be desired to put this Weight in 

the center . Of the head, I simply SaW the head 
from the Wall Ö lengthWise, SO that Said head 
is thereby di wided into tWO Sections, each one 
Of which latter terminates in One Of the fourkS 
8 4, as shoWIn at Fig. 4. The Opening for the 
|lead is gouged out of the back Section, and 
a little gate 10 is pierced in the bottom of 
this Se(?tion and leads into this gOuged - Out 
opening. The tWO Sections are Secured tO 
gether by a, ScreW 11 driven from the face 0f 
the front; Section through the gouged-Out 
Opening and into the rear Section, and alSO by 
means of tW0 screWS 12 driven at an angle 
from the face of the frOnt section into the 
rear section, as clearly ShOWn at H'ig. 6. The 
|head of the screW 11 is counterSunk, While 
the heads of the ScreWs 12 are Cut off, the 
ends of the three SCreWS being Concealed by 
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the strip 7. The lead is poured into the open 
ing through the gate 10 and anchor's firmly 
around the SCreW 11, as ShoWn at H'igS. 5 and 
6. It will of COurse be understood that all the 
Sectional portionS are firmly glued togethe]', 
SO aS tO make perfect jointS. 
When the head is composed of Several Sec 

tions each one of the latter a]]'e SO formed 
that When properly assembled With respect t0 
the lhandle the grains of the latter and of the 
SectionS in mO instance run in a direction at', 
an angle to the Striking-face, but alWayS run 
in directions parallel with Such face. 
Of course the construction shown at IfigS. 

4, 5, and 6 Would not be employed except in 
instances where the Weight Was to be inside 
the Club, but ewen in such a case the head 
may be Sa.wed So as to be Separated in vari 
OuS WayS for the purpose of gouging out the 
receSS for the Weight, and I do not therefore 
Wish tO be limited t0 either a Solid or a Sec 
tional head in my present improvement, since 
after the sectional lhead is firmly secured to 
gether it p]'esents for the practical purposes of 
may imw"Cention a, solid head. ~ 

I do not wish to be understood as claiming 
in this present application anything Which I 
haWe shOWIn or described in my pending ap 
plication, Serial No. 578, 298, filed IDe(eember' 
26, 18:05, especially in wrieW of the fact that ]my 
former imwention contemplates an exceedingly 
StrOng Sectional head, while my present im 
prOwement is proferably identified with a 
solid head. 

HlaWing thus described my inWention, What 
I claim as new, aund desire to secure by Izetters 
|Patent, is 

1. A golf-drive1' comprising a head and a 
forked neck made from a Single piece of | 

556,043 

straight-grainedWood bent to b]'ing said head 
and neck tO the prOper angle with respect tO 
each other, the baSeS of Said forks joining I'e- 
Spectiwely the front and rear portions of said 
|head while the imme1' faces of Said forks al'e 
in wertical planes Which are at right angles to 
the bottom of Said head and are Substantially 
parallel with the face of the head, the grain 
of said neck and head I'unning in a direction 
parallel With Sahid face, the handle having itS 
loWeI' portion tapered and fitting Snugly be 
tWeen Said forks throughout their length, and 
Suitable ImeanS foI' binding said handle aul(l 
forkS firmly together, Substantially as Set; 
foI'till. 

2. The combination of the head and neck 
made from a single piece of Straight-grained 
WOOd behat t0 bring Said lead and 1neck at th(? 
proper angle With respect to each other, Said 
Ineck being Cut lengthwise to form a taper'ed 
Opening Wh0Se loWer Wall extends into the 
|head in a wertical plane and is parallel With 
said meck whereby forks are formed whose 
inner faces are in Vertical planes at, right, 
angleS tO the bOttOum of the driv'en'-lhead und 
Substantially parallel With the driving-face 
of Said head, the grain of Said head andlineck 
I'unning in a direction parallel with said face, 
the handle hawing its loWel' extremity shaped 
to fit Sn ugly against said wall witlhin said 
Opening throughout itS length, and means fol' 
firmly uniting said forks and handle, Sub 
Stantially aS Set forth. 

In testimony whereof I affix my Signatur'o 
in presence of tWo witnesses. 

WAIREN R. }}RI((S. 
Wit.jneSSes: 

F. W. SMITH, Jr.', 
M. T. IONG:DEN, 
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