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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
EUGENE HOWARD, OF MILFORD, MASSACHUSETTS. 

IMPROVEMENT IN CHILDREN’S NURSERY-GATES 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 123,904, dated February 20, 1872. 

Specification describing certain Improve 
ments in Children’s Nursery-Gates, invented 
by EUGENIE HOWARD, of Milford, in the coun 
ty of Worcester and State of Massachusetts. 
An objection is sometimes made to the nur 

sery-gate patented to me in Letters Patent 
No. 116,960, dated July 11, 1871, on the ground 
that the child may possibly turn the center 
rail or shaft, and thus cause the gate to fall; 
and the object of this part of my invention is 
to remedy this objection; and this part of my 
invention consists in the combination of a suit 
able locking device with my patented nursery 
gate. 

In the drawing, Figs. 1 and 2 are detailed 
views showing a cheap and effective form of 
locking device and its application to my pat 
ented gate. 
with the locking device, shown in Figs. 1 and 
2, applied to it. 
The frame of the gate is marked c c. 

are adjustable heads set into the frame. e e 
are the rails. g is the center rail or shaft, in 
which are placed the screws h. h. A is the 
locking device. 

In Figs. 1 and 2 l is a spring-bolt, which en 
gages with the toothed-wheel k, so as to pre 
vent the shaft g from turning in the direction 
required to loosen the gate from the door or 
window where it is used. Its arrangement in 
the piece i, and the connection of this piece i 
with the rail e and shaft g, is plain from the 
drawing. Where it is desired to turn the shaft 
g so as to loosen the gate, an sawl is inserted 
in the slot in the bolt l, and it is lifted against 
the spring, (the awl moving in the slot in the 

dl (l/ 

Fig. 3 shows one form of my gate. 

piece i,) until the awl is on a level with the 
horizontal slot in the piece i, when the awl is 
carried sidewise, (moving in the slot in the 
bolt, and into the horizoutal slot in the piece 
i,) thus retaining the bolt and preventing it 
from engaging with the toothed wheel k. 
The second part of my invention relates to 

the adjustable heads dd', and consists in com 
bining adjustable heads with my gate, in or 
der to admit of its better use under certain 
circumstances. The gate shown in Fig. 3 is 
intended for use at the head of a stairway, the 
heads d' d' bearing against a baluster, and the 
lower head d, bearing against a projecting 
wash-board, the upper head d. being adjusted 
to bear against the wall. These heads are 
designed for use in all cases where the wall or 
other surface is not parallel with the frame c, 
and their operations and advantages are ob 
vious. I make them both with and without 
a rubber-bearing surface, and sell them sepa 
rately or with the gate, as desired. 

I claim as my invention 
1. The combination of the locking device A, with any nursery-gate, consisting of the parts 

c, g, and e, the whole constructed and operat 
ing substantially as described. M 

2. I claim the combination of one or more 
adjustable heads d d' with my nursery-gate, 
consisting of the parts c, g, and e, the whole 
constructed and operating substantially as de 
scribed. 

EUGENE EHOWARD. 
Witnesses: 

J. B. SANFORD, 
J. E. MAYNADLER. 

  


