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This invention relates to improvements in receptacle
supporting devices, more particularly to a device includ-
ing a novel and advantageous form of interlockable
bracket and support therefor.

A principal object of the invention is to provide a sup-
porting device which is advantageous for use in receiving
and detachably supporting a receptacle and/or other

articles from and upon various kinds or types of support--

ing bodies affording only restricted carrying or receiving
areas or space, such, for example, as tractors, wherein
substantially all space thereon is occupied by levers, pedals
or other controls, thus prohibiting the accommodation or
reception of extraneous articles. ‘

It is also an object of the invention to provide a sup-
porting device wherein the article carried attaching bracket
and the body mounted supporting bracket will, upon en-
gagement of the former with the latter, be automatically
and securely interlocked, but which, when desired, can be
easily and quickly separated to permit removal of the
bracket provided article.

A further object of the invention is to provide a sup-
porting device which, when the article carried bracket is
engaged in and interlocked with the body mounted sup-
porting bracket, will not only be assured firm and posi-
tive support, but will be prevented from being accidentally
or unwantedly disengaged therefrom, by reason of jos-
tling or vibration, normal or otherwise.

In the drawings:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of my improved sup-
porting device as applied to a container, of which a frag-
ment is illustrated, the supporting and article carried
brackets being shown interlockingly engaged.

FIGURE 2 is a side elevation of the interengaged sup-
porting device components and a portion of the article
attached band for mounting the article carried bracket.

FIGURE 3 is a side view of the article carried bracket.

FIGURE 4 is a similar view of the normally outer side
of the supporting bracket,

FIGURE 5 is a horizontal fragmentary section taken
on the line 5—5 of FIGURE 2, looking in the direction in
which the arrows point;

FIGURE 6 is a vertical section taken on the line 6—§6
of FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 7 is a vertical section taken on the line 7—7
of FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 8 is a section similar to FIGURE 5 in which
the supporting device is formed straight, rather than
curved or arcuate, in order that its components may be
attached to a flat supporting surface and a like surface
to-be supported article and;

FIGURE 9 is a fragmentary perspective view of a
further modified form of the invention, wherein ears or
lugs are provided on and to the upper marginal portion
of the supporting bracket for securing engagement with
adjacent portions of the article carried bracket.

Referring in detail to the drawings, particularly to that
form of the invention illustrated by the FIGURES 1-7,
the invention generally comprises a supporting bracket
and an article attached and carried bracket 1 and 2, re-
spectively.

The supporting bracket 1 is adapted to be attached di-
rectly to a supporting body 1’, i.e., to a convenient and
space available portion thereof, as for example, a tractor,
while the article carried bracket 2 is attached to a band 3
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fixedly mounted on or connected to the to-be supported
article, such as a water or beverage jug 4, etc. It will,
however, be appreciated that the article carried bracket
can be directly mounted on or attached to the to-be sup-
ported article, as desired or required, without in any man-
ner departing from the spirit or scope of our invention.

The article carried bracket 2 is adapted to be detach-
ably received by and interlockingly engaged with the sup-
porting bracket 1 for firm and positive support thereby.
To such accomplishment, said supporting bracket 1 con-
sists of a single piece substantially rectangularly shaped
sheet-like plate of metal or other suitable material, the
body portion 1a of which may be of arcuate shape with
the opposite end portions thereof formed or otherwise
provided with angularly shaped flanges 5, whose free and
outwardly disposed sides are flatly or flushly engageable
with the receiving and supporting body 1’ and fixedly
connected thereto as at 6 (see FIGURE 5). In such
mounted position and relation, it will be noted that the
bracket body portion is spaced from the supporting body,
the purpose of which will be hereinafter apparent.

Said bracket body portion is preferably, though not
necessarily, inwardly flanged along its upper and lower
sides, as at 7 and 8, for reinforcement.

Upwardly disposed complemental fingers 9 and 10 are
struck outwardly from the supporting bracket body por-
tion 1a, the fingers 9 being horizontally aligned and in
proximity to its upper marginal side and the finger 10
being positioned intermediately thereof in proximity to
its Jower marginal side.

A spring latch 11 having an intermediately arranged
outwardly and right angularly disposed tongue 11’ is fix-
edly connected at one of its ends to the right angularly
disposed side of one of the flanges 5, as at 12, and is dis-
posed longitudinally and medially of the body portion 1a
between the fingers 9 and 16 with its remaining and free
end extended through an opening 11a of appropriate shape
and size in the corresponding side of the remaining flange,
as shown in FIGURES 1 and 2.

The article carried bracket 2 consists, as does the
bracket 1, of a single piece substantially rectangularly
shaped sheet-like plate of metal or other suitable material
whose body portion 24 (see FIGURES 1 and 5) is arcu-
ate with its end portions 13 inwardly offset and flushly
and fixedly connected to the heretofore described article
mounted band 3.

Relatively longitudinally spaced horizontally aligned
complementally shaped and sized openings 14 and an in-
termediately located longitudinally disposed slot 15 are
formed in the article carried bracket body portion 2a.
These openings and slot are so positioned that they will,
respectively, permit engagement of the fingers 9 and the
latch arm tongue 11’ therethrough for secure interlocked,
though detachable, mounting of the bracket 2 on the
bracket 1. Also, because of the location or positioning
of the remaining and lower openings in said body portion
of the article carrying bracket, it will be seen, upon refer-
ence to FIGURES 1, 6 and 7 of the drawings, that the
finger 10 will have engagement (overlapping) with the
adjacent lower side of said body portion. - Thereby, the
article 4 (beverage jug) will be supported on the sup-
porting or receiving body 1’ in the manner illustrated by
the immediately aforesaid figures of the drawings.

To remove the article 4, the extended free end of the
spring latch arm 11 is engaged and the arm flexed out-
wardly, withdrawing the tongue 11’ from the slot 15 in the
article carried bracket 1. Thereupon, the article 4 may
be freely lifted and so disengaged from the fingers @ and
10 of the supporting bracket 2.

If desired, the supporting bracket 1 and the article car-
ried bracket 2 may be formed straight instead of arcuate,
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as shown in FIGURE 8 of the drawings, being otherwise
of the same construction and form.

In FIGURE 9 of the drawings, I have shown a slightly
modified form of my invention. Therein, the upper mar-
ginal portion of the article carried bracket 2b is formed
or otherwise provided with spaced and downwardly ex-
tending fingers or lugs i6, whose free portions lie in sub-
stantially parallel spaced relation to its normally outer
face. When the article carrying bracket 25 is interlocked
with the supporting bracket 1b, said fingers or lugs are
engaged over and with adjacent lower side portions of
the latter. Thereby, a firmer and surer interengagement
between said brackets is effected, to the extent that the
possibility of outward movement of the article carried
bracket with relation to the support bracket will be sub-
stantially eliminated. Furthermore, the spring latch arm
11 with its tongue 11’ engaged through the slot 15 in said
article carried bracket will maintain its interlocking en-
gagement with the supporting bracket, primarily by pre-
venting vertical movement or shifting thereof until such
time as the latch arm is purposely disengaged.

As hereinafter briefly stated, our improved receptacle
supporting device is not limited for use in detachably sup-
porting a jug of the type indicated by the reference nu-
meral 4. Contrariwise, it may be advantageously and ben-
eficially used for detachably supporting various forms and
kinds of receptacles on or from a supporting body or
member.

We claim:

1. An article supporting device, including:

(a) a supporting bracket and an article attachable

bracket;

(b) the supporting bracket comprising a plate pro-
vided on its opposite ends with substantially cross-
sectionally L-shaped mounting flanges the outer sides
of which are disposed outwardly and connectable
with a support surface whereby the plate spaced out-
wardly therefrom;

(c) said plate having spaced horizontally aligned out-
wardly disposed angular fingers on its normally up-
per portion and an outwardly disposed angular finger
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thereon below and intermediately of the first men-
tioned fingers;

(d) a spring latch affixed at one end to the inner side
of one of said L-shaped mounting flanges disposed
longitudinally of and adjacent the inner side of the
supporting bracket plate and extended through an
opening formed in the inner side of the opposite
mounting flange;

(e) said latch having an outwardly disposed tongue
on an intermediate portion thereof, an opening in the
plate member through which said tongue projects;

(f) the article attachable bracket comprising a plate
of depth less than that of the supporting bracket
plate having spaced horizontally aligned openings
therein to receive said horizontally aligned fingers of
the supporting bracket plate therethrough and there-
with, and an opening therein intermediately of the
spaced horizontally aligned openings, of shape and
size to snugly receive the spring latch tongue there-
through, the lower edge portion of said article at-
tachable plate being engaged by said intermediate an-
gular finger on said supporting bracket plate.

2. An article supporting device according to claim 1
wherein spaced downwardly disposed angular fingers are
carried on the normally upper side of the article attach-
able bracket for engagement over and with the upper side
of the supporting bracket.
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