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(57) ABSTRACT 
A practice board for contract bridge games compris 
ing a sheet having indicia showing hands, cards to 
play, numbers of tricks won, bids, etc. of respective 
players thereon and arranged in accordance with a 
predetermined contract bridge game and a cover 
member overlying the sheet and having apertures 
formed therein corresponding to said indicia on the 
sheet and through which the indicia on each single 
trick can be seen. The predetermined or celebrated 
contract bridge game can be practiced by sliding the 
sheet downward relative to the cover member trick by 
trick to show the indicia on the succeeding trick until 
all the thirteen tricks are over. The lids are mounted 
over required apertures so that a user can see only his 
hand and the dummy, a card played by each player in 
turn and bids at each round of bidding. The practice 
board according to the invention is handy, simple in 
structure and may be manufactured at low cost. 

6 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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3,797,128 
PRACTICE BOARD FOR CONTRACT BRIDGE 

GAMES 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

This invention relates to a practice board for contract 
bridge games, and more particularly, to a board for 
practicing on records of predetermined or celebrated 
contract bridge games by pursuing the games according 
to the progress thereof. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
practice board for contract bridge games whereby vari 
ous different records of contract bridge games can be 
practiced by simply exchanging sheets having the game 
records marked thereon. 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a practice board of the type above-described 
wherein the user can function either as declarer or the 
defenders as any of the four players, North, East, South 
and West, in practicing even on one sheet of a game. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a practice board of the type described which is so 
constructed that a sheet having a game record marked 
thereon can be easily and securely shifted relative to a 
cover member. 

It is a still further object of the present invention to 
provide a practice board of the type described which is 
handy to use, simple in structure and capable of being 
manufactured at a low cost. 

Essentially, according to the present invention, there 
is provided a practice board for contract bridge games 
which comprises a sheet having indicia marked thereon 
and arranged in accordance with a predetermined con 
tract bridge game; a cover member overlying the sheet 
and having apertures formed therein corresponding to 
said indicia on the sheet and through which the indicia 
on each single trick can be seen, said sheet being ar 
ranged to be slidingly shifted relative to said cover 
member at the end of the tricks; and a base member 
slidably holding said sheet in cooperation with said 
cover member. 
Various further and specific objects, features and ad 

vantages of the invention will be made apparent from 
the following description of particular embodiments of 
the invention taken in connection with accompanying 
drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a sheet having card indicia 
marked thereon in accordance with a predetermined or 
celebrated bridge hand to be employed in the practice 
board of this invention; 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of a cover member; 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of an assembled practice board 

in certain parts of which are broken away to show the 
construction more clearly; . 
FIG. 4 shows a side elevation of the board of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged plan view of a portion of an 

other embodiment of the invention showing a part of a 
rack and a spring construction slidably supporting the 
sheet; 
FIG. 6 is a further embodiment of the invention 

showing another construction for supporting the sheet. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring to FIGS. 1 - 3, reference A represents a 
sheet having indicia arranged thereon in accordance 
with a contract bridge game. The sheet A has four sets 
of first indicia 1 each showing the cards held by each 
player of North, East, South and West and second indi 
cia 2 each showing the cards to be played by each 
player on respective tricks, two sets of third indicia 3 
each showing the number of tricks won by each part 
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nership on the preceding tricks and four sets of fourth 
indicia 4 each showing bids of each player at respective 
rounds of bidding. Fifth indicia 5 shows the order of the 
tricks and sixth indicia 6 is provided to show the dealer. 

Reference B represents a cover member formed of 
cardboard, metal or similar material and having a num 
ber of sets of apertures through which the indicia on 
the sheet A on each one of the 13 tricks can be seen 
when the cover member B is placed over the sheet A 
as shown in FIG. 3. The predetermined or celebrated 
game can be practiced by sliding the sheet A beneath 
the cover member B downward or toward the user, 
trick by trick. 
The cover member B has four apertures 7 through 

which the indicia 1 showing the hand can be read, cor 
responding apertures 8 through which the second indi 
cia 2 showing the playing cards can be read, apertures 
9 through which the indicia 3 showing the number of 
tricks won can be read and apertures 10 through which 
the indicia 4 showing the bids can be read. An aperture 
11 through which the indicia 5 showing the order of the 
tricks can be read and aperture 12 through which the 
dealer of the indicia 6 can be read are further provided. 
Numeral in the indicia 5 means trick No. 1. 

In proceeding with the game, the sheet A is first set 
so that the numeral appears through the aperture 11 
of the cover member B. At this moment, through the 
apertures 7N, 7E, 7S and 7W there are indicated the 
cards in the hands of the respective players which are 
arranged suit by suit. Through the apertures 10N, 10E, 
10S and 10W can be seen the bids at respective rounds 
of bidding. Slidable or other movable lids 13 are 
mounted on the cover member B to cover the apertures 
10N, 10E, 10S and 10W such that the apertures can be 
opened in order to show the bids at the first, second 
and succeeding rounds. Similar lids (not shown) are 
mounted on the apertures 7N, 7E, 7S and 7W and the 
apertures 8N, 8E, 8S and 8W whereby the cards can be 
read only when the apertures are open. 

If the user is South, the aperture 7S is arranged to 
open leaving the remaining three sets of the cards cov 
ered with the lids. The thirteen cards now shown in the 
aperture 7S are the hand of South. Since the dealer is 
North in this game, as shown by the indicia 6, the aper 
ture 10N is first opened by a space corresponding to 
one round to show that North's first bid is one club. 
Then, the aperture 10E is opened to learn that East 
overcalls with one spade. It is now the user's turn to 
bid. While the aperture 10S is kept closed, the user can 
study to bid on the exposed hand shown through the 
aperture 7S. Then, he may compare his bid with the 
correct bid of the indicia 4S by moving the lid 13S to 
open the aperture 10S by one round of bidding. If his 
bid is different from that indicated by the indicia 4S, he 
may determine the reason why he has made the differ 
ent bid. 
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Then the aperture 10W is opened to learn West's bid. 
At the second round of bidding, the apertures 10N and 
10E are further opened in order to show North's and 
South's second bids. The user's own bid is studied on 
his exposed hand and then, the aperture 10S is further 
opened to show his bid at the second round. In this 
game record, the opener is North and the contract is 4 
spades of West whereby the declarer is East who bids 
the suit before West does. 
The apertures 10N - 10W are all closed and now the 

play begins. 
Since the declarer is East, the opening lead is made 

by South, selecting one card from the 13 cards shown 
through the aperture 7S. The opening lead is predeter 
mined as the ten of clubs. However, while the aperture 
8S is kept closed, the user may think over his hand as 
to which card he should lead. After the card to lead is 
decided, the aperture 8S is opened to know the correct 
opening lead. Confirmation or examination of his play 
follows in a similar manner to bidding. 
Since West is the dummy, West's hand is exposed by 

opening the aperture 7W which is kept open all 
through the deal. Then the aperture 8W is opened to 
see which card of the dummy is played by the declarer. 
The apertures 8N and 8E are successively opened and 
all the four cards from respective players are shown. In 
this game, East wins the trick with the ace of clubs. 
Then, the sheet is slidingly pulled downward or 

toward the user, after the apertures 8N - 8W are all 
closed, to show No. 2 of the indicia 5 through the aper 
ture 11. The 12 cards left in the respective hands are 
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shown through the apertures 7N-7W though, covered 
with the lids with the exception of 7S. It is shown 
through the aperture 9W that the declarer's side won 
the previous trick and has already gained one trick. The 
aperture 8E is opened to see the card which East leads. 
A card is selected from the 12 cards in South's hand 
shown through the aperture 7S, and confirmation or 
examination follows by opening the aperture 8S. 
Thereafter, the apertures 8W and 8N are opened to see 
the winner of the second trick. 
The apertures 8N - 8W are all closed and the sheet 

is pulled further to show No. 3 through the aperture 11. 
Thus, in the same manner, the play is repeated until the 
thirteenth trick is over. In the game record indicated on 
the sheet of FIG. 1, the declarer wins 10 tricks and his 
contract of four spades has been just made. 
Though the user is supposed to be South in the above 

description, he may be any of the four players in prac 
ticing on the present practice board. In any case, the 
user can see only his hand and the dummy. The aper 
tures of the other two players are kept closed except 
the apertures 8. 
Referring to FIGS. 3-5, reference numeral 20 repre 

sents a base member formed integrally with the cover 
member B or rigidly fixed thereto. A support member 
21 having a step 22 which forms a recess inside for 
firmly holding the sheet A is slidably provided in a 
space between the cover member B and the base mem 
ber 20. For detaching the sheet A from the support 
member 21, in the recess of the member 21 is formed 
a hole through which a finger can push out the sheet A 
from the back. The support member 21 may be of such 
construction that both ends thereof are folded inwardly 
to hold the sheet A therein. In this case, the sheet A 
may be slightly larger in width than the support mem 
ber 21 thereby enabling the sheet A to be securely held 
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4. 
by its flexural rigidity against the side portions 23 of the 
support member 21. 
Each side portion 23 is formed with a rack 24 along 

the outer end thereof in engagement with a pinion 25 
which is rotatably provided on each side portion of the 
base member 20 at an adequate position, preferably in 
the lower portion. The pinion 25 is so attached to the 
base member 20 as shown in FIG. 3 such that a portion 
thereof slightly projects from the outer end of the base 
member 20 and can be rotated by a finger. The support 
member 21 can slidingly move relative to the base 
member 20 with rotation of the pinion 25, permitting 
the shift of the sheet A relative to the cover member B 
in accordance with the progress of the tricks. With such 
a construction having racks and pinions, the sheet A 
can be reliably shifted and precise adjustment is possi 
ble. 
In the base member 20 may be formed apertures cor 

responding to those apertures in the cover member B 
to provide particular explanations and instructions of 
the play or reference to pages of a manual to thereby 
enhance practice. 

Referring to FIG. 5, there is shown a modification of 
the above structure in which a saw-toothed rack 26 is 
formed along an inner end of each side portion of the 
base member 20 in resilient engagement with a leaf 
spring 28 which is attached to the support member 21 
in a cut-out portion 27 formed in each side portion 
thereof. With such a construction as above described, 
the sheet A can be securely shifted at every stage of the 
game. 

Referring to FIG. 6, there is shown a further embodi 
ment having a different construction of the practice 
board. The base member 29 is provided with at least 
one guide rail 30 which is projectingly formed inside in 
either or each side portion preferably in a lower half 
portion of the base member 29. The sheet A has slits 
31 corresponding to the guide rails 30 which are slid 
ably fitted in the slits thereby allowing the sheet A to 
easily slide. In this embodiment, the cover member B 
is simply hinged by a hinge 32 to the base member 29 
and, therefore, the present embodiment can be manu 
factured at a low cost. 
While a few embodiments of the invention have been 

illustrated and described in detail, it is to be clearly un 
derstood that the invention shall not be limited thereto 
and may have other embodiments within the spirit of 
the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A practice board for contract bridge, comprising 

a sheet having indicia marked thereon and arranged in 
accordance with a predetermined contract bridge 
game, said indicia including four sets of first indicia po 
sitioned adjacent the sides of said sheet and showing 
the cards of each player's hand, second indicia adjacent 
said first indicia and showing cards to be played by 
each player on respective tricks, said first and second 
indicia being arranged in rows, trick by trick, repre 
senting thirteen tricks, two sets of third indicia, each of 
said two sets of said third indicia showing the number 
of tricks won on the preceding tricks by each partner 
ship until the end of a deal, four sets of fourth indicia, 
each of said four sets of fourth indicia showing bids of 
each player at respective rounds of bidding in a row, a 
set of fifth indicia showing the order of the tricks, and 
a sixth indicia showing the dealer; a cover member 
overlying said sheet and being provided with apertures 
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formed therein corresponding to said indicia on said 
sheet and through which said indicia on each single 
trick can be seen, said apertures comprising first, sec 
ond, third, fourth, fifth and sixth apertures correspond 
ing to said first, second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth sets 
of indicia of said sheet, said first, second, third and fifth 
apertures being of a width sufficient to show the indicia 
of a single trick, said fourth and sixth apertures being 
arranged to show said fourth and sixth indicia when the 
remaining apertures show the indicia on the first trick; 
and means permitting said sheet to be slidingly moved 
relative to said cover member at the end of each trick. 
2. A practice board as in claim 1, including manually 

operable lids provided on said cover member at said 
first and second apertures. 

3. A practice board as in claim 2, including manually 
operable lids provided on said cover member at said 
fourth aperture. 

10 

15 

4. A practice board as in claim 2, including a base 
member holding said sheet in cooperation with said 
cover member, said cover member and said base mem 
ber spaced from each other, a support member slidably 
positioned between said cover member and said base 
member, said sheet being attached to said cover mem 
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ber, a rack formed within one side of said support 
member, a pinion rotatably mounted on one side of 
said base member and in engagement with said rack, 
whereby said support member and said sheet may slide 
relative to said cover member. 

5. A practice board as in claim 2, including a base 
member holding said sheet in cooperation with said 
cover member, said cover member and said base mem 
ber spaced from each other, a support member posi 
tioned between said cover member and said base mem 
ber, a rack formed within said base member and a resil 
ient spring latch connected to said support member and 
engaging said rack, whereby said support member and 
said sheet may slide relative to said cover member. 

6. A practice board as in claim 2, including a base 
member holding said sheet in cooperation with said 
cover member, said base member being provided with 
at least one guide rail, said sheet being provided with 
at least one slit corresponding to said rail, said rail ex 
tending through said slit, a hinge operatively connect 
ing said cover member to said base member, whereby 
said sheet may slide relative to said cover member. 

ck k >k k xk 

30 . 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 


