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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, WILL1AM REETZ, a citi- -
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago, in

- the county of Cook and State of Illinois, have
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invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Extension Cases or Boxes; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled'in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
extension cases or boxes, more especially in-
tended for traveling salesmen or agents, to con-
tain samples, &e.; and one object is to produce
an extension case or box which can be tele-
scoped, and can be held in any position desired
when extended more or less, and then locked,
and another is to dispense with the straps and
buckles as now employed, and the saving of
considerable time and labor in opening and
closing the same, as well as obtaining greater
security. .

The invention consists in the construction
and arrangement of certain parts, as will be
more fully described hereinafter, and definitely
pointed out in the claims, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings and the letters
of reference marked thereon.

Like letters indicate like partsin the differ-
ent figures of the drawings, in which—

Figure 1*is a perspective view of the exten-
sion-case, and locked in position. Fig. 1 rep-
resents a vertical cross-section of my improved
extension-case. Fig.2isan enlarged end view
of the lock or catch with the rack-plate and
guide. Fig. 3is a section on line x » of Fig. 2.
Fig. 4 i3 a cross-section on line y ¥ of Fig. 2.
Fig. 5 represents detail views of the lock or
catch in section and elevation. Fig. 6 is a
rack or ratchet plate without a flange in eleva-
tion and section. Fig. 7 is an elevation and
section of the guide-plate or slide-gunide fast-
ened to the inner part of the cover. TFigs. 8,
9, and 10 are elevations and sections of modi-
fied forms of ratchet-plates. TFig. 11is a modi-
fied form of cateh. . .

In the accompanying drawings, A represents
the lower part of the extension-case, and B the
cover or upper partthereof. Thelower part,
A, is arranged to fit loosely into the upper
part, B, so that it can be easily moved up and
down therein, and, as desired, to increase or
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decrease the capacity of the extension-case.
It is made of square, rectangular, round, or
other suitable shape, as desired. The upper
part is provided with the ordinary strap or
handle for transporting the case. To thelower
part,B,issecured,on eachside,arack or ratchet
plate, @, preferably provided with an angle-
flange, ¢/, over which the recessed guide-plate
b,which is secured to the cover, loosely fits.
On the outside of the cover is secured, by rivets

-¢ or other suitable manner, alock or cateh, C,

which consists of a base-plate, ¢, having a re-
cessed enlargement, d, through which a cross-
bar, ¢, of the spring pawl or catch f passes.
This pawl has a projection, g, which engages
with the teeth or bars of the ratchet-plate, and
ig forced outward by the spring h. The base-
plate ¢ is provided at its upper end with a
lug, 4, which passes through a slot, %, in the
pawl, and by means of said lug the catch can
be locked by a padlock, or in any othes suit-
able manner. The ratchet-plate may be pro-
vided with square perforations or holes ¢”, or
it may be made with saw-teeth ¢, as shown in
Fig. 9 in cross-section and plan.

As a modifieation, (shown in Fig. 10,) the
ratchet-plateis provided with round holes,and
with this plate the catch represented in Fig.
11isto be employed. The end of the pawl f”
is'in this instance made round, to correspond
with the holes ! in the ratchet-plate. This is
made of angle shape to stiffen and strengthen:
it, and suitable rivet-holes are provided to se-
cure it in place on the body of the case.

The cateh and ratchet-plate can be made-of
any suitable metal or material, although I pre-
fer brass or composition metal, and the body
of the extension-case can be made of any ma-
terial usually employed in the construction of
trunks or valises.
desired, and the configuration may be changed
to suit the taste or the purpose for which it is
intended. , , ‘ )

The operation is as follows: If it is desired
to increase the capacity of the extension-case,
the two pawls are released or liberated from
contact with the teeth or bars of the ratchet-
plate, and, according to the size desired, it is
adjusted into said teeth or bars, and can then
be securely fastened by a padlock or its equiva-
lent. ’

Having thus described my invention, what I
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claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is— :
1. An extension case or box provided with
aratchet-plate and guide-plate, in combination
with a pawl and means for locking the parts
Ef said case in position, substantially as speci-
ed. : o

2. In an extension case or box, the combina-
tion of the upper part, B, and lower part, A,
with a ratchet-plate, guide-plate, spring-pawl,
and means for locking the parts in the desired

_ position, substantially as shown, and for the
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purpose herein set forth.

3. Inanextension case or box, thie combina-
tion of alower part, A, provided with a ratch-
et-plate, and an upper part, B, provided with

a guide-plate, a spring-pawl, and means. for
locking the parts together, substantially as
specified.

4. The extension case or box hereindescribed,
consisting of the lower part, A, provided with
the ratchet-plate a, and the upper part, B, pro-
vided with a guide-plate, b, and a cateh, C,
having a spring-pawl, f, to engage with said
ratchet-plate, all constructed and arranged as
shown, and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I hereby affix my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

: WILLIAM REETZ.

Witnesses:

A, GATEAT,
Wi R. KUEHLE.
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