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To all whom it may concerre:

Be it known that I, BUrTON D1XOXN, of the
city of Montreal, in the district of Montreal
and Province of Quebec, Canada, have in-
vented cértain new and useful Improvements
in Games; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same.

My invention relates particalarly to parlor
or indoor games; and it has for its object to

- provide a game that, while requiring consid-
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erable skill and deftness to play it well, will
be simple to understand and comparatively
cheap to construct.

My improved game may be said, broadly
speaking, to consist of a table the surface of
which is formed with a staggered series of
normally-closed ports, means under the con-
trol of the playerbeing provided to open said
ports, while a series of devices capable of
passing through said portsare caused to travel
over the surface of the table, the game being
to try to open any port over which one of said
devices may betraveling,thereby causingsaid
device to pass therethrough and be trapped.
For full comprehension, however, of my in-
vention reference must be had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming a part of this
specification, in which like symbols indicate
the same parts, and wherein—

Figure 1 is a . perspective view of my im-
proved game. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal verti-
cal sectional view thereof, taken on line 2 2,
Fig.1. Tig. 3 is a detail view of a portion of
the under side of the table and illustrating
one of the valves with a portion of its actu-
ating-gear, and Fig. 4 is a detail plan view of
one of the rear eorners of the board.

In this embodiment of my invention the ta-
ble b is made of wood supported upon a box-
like casing b', and a series of circular open-
ings ¢, eut therethrough, constitute the ports,
while the means for closing these ports are
manipulated from a keyboard o, extending
across the frontof the table. These ports are

normally closed by a series of valves d, each
carried upon one arm ¢ of a bell-crank lever
fulerumed to the under side of the table by
means of preferably a forked bracket g, be-
tween the prongs of which it is pivoted, as at
h. The other arm fof each bell-crank lever
is operatively connected to one of the keys %

of the keyboard, there being a separate key
for each valve and an extra one, 1, to actuate
the means for causing the devices to travel.
Each key consists of a bell-crank lever ful-
crumed upon a rigid rod m, a finger-block n
being mounted upon the forward end of the
horizontal arm o of each of said bell-crank le-
vers, while the vertical arms p thereof di-
rectly engage the arms f of the valve-actuat-
ing bell-crank leversadjacent theretoand are
connected by wire links r to the correspond-
ing arms of the other valve-actuating bell-
cranklevers. Thevalvesareyieldingly man-
tained in positions to close the poris by re-
tractile helical springs 30, connected at one
end to the lower ends of the arms f thereof
and at their other ends to the under side of
the table. )

I prefer to use a series of small balls or
marbles s as traveling devices, and to cause
them to roll over the surface of the table I
hinge a tiltable strip £, as at 2, to the table,
near the rear end thereof, and is formed with
a series of seats 3, with grooves 4 extending
therefrom toward the ports.

By depressing the key 1 the strip is tilted
through the medium of a bell-crank lever ful-
crumed upon a screw-bolt 5, taking into the
adjacent side of the casing b'. The horizon-
tal arm 6 of this lever is formed with an open-
ing 7 to take over the lower diminished end
of a rod 8, provided with a washer 11 and tak-
ing through a perforation 9 in the table, and
the vertical arm 10 thereof is connected by a
wire link 12 to the vertical arm of the key 1,
which is of similar construction to the keys .

The bell-erank lever for tilting the strip is
normally held yieldingly in a position with its
horizontal arm 6 depressed by a retractile
helical spring 13, connected at one end to the
rear end wall of the casing and at its other
end to the vertical arm 10 of said lever, while
the tiltable strip is normally held yieldingly
in its horizontal position—that is to say, flat
upon the table—by a rod 14, connected at its
upper end thereto and projecting downwardly
through the table. Anexpansile helicalspring
15 encireles this rod and bears between the
under side of the table and a washer 16, sup-
ported upon the head 17 of the bolt.

An exit-opening 20 for the marbles is pro-
vided in the left-hand side wall of the<wcasing,
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and a transverse partition 21 extends from
side to side of the casing at the rear side of
sald exit: A rearwardly-inclined flooring 22
extends completely across the space below the
ports and from the foremost thereof to the
fore side of said exit and is attached at each
side to a rail 23, secured to the side walls of
the casing. A flooring 24 extends between
the end of said flooring 22 and the partition
21 and is inclined toward said exit.

In playing my game it is my idea that the.

following rules should be observed: The board
should be placed in a position with the table
inahorizontal position, with the marbles upon

the tiltable strip, as shown dotted in Figs. 1
and 2. Upon depressing key 1 the strip will

be tilted and the marbles caused to roll over
the surface of the table. The player then
tries to trap the marblés by depressing the
keys of the valves which control the particu-
lar post toward which the marbles may be
rolling.

Although I have illustrated the game with
several of the ports open at the same time,
yet I consider the game to be more difficult
and more interesting if the rule of depressing
one-key only at a time be followed.

It is ‘obvious that, if desired, other travel-
ing devices than marbles and other means for
projecting the said devices can be used with-

* out departing from the spirit of my invention.
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What I claim is as follows:

1: The combination with an oblong table
‘having a staggered series of normally-closed
ports therein near one end thereof, of a key-
board arranged transversely of one end there-
of;; a series of devices normally located at the
end of the table opposite to that near which
said ports are located; means under the con-
trol of one of the keys of said keyboard for
causing said devices to travel over the sur-
face of said table from said last-mentioned
end to the other end thereof; and means un-
der control of the other keys of said keyboard
for opening said ports individually, substan-
tially as described and for the purpose set
forth. .

2. The combination with an oblong table
having a staggered series of normally-closed
ports therein near one end thereof, of a key-
board arranged transversely of one end there-
of; a tiltable strip located at the end of the
table opposite to that near which said ports
are located; a series of marbles normally rest-
ing upon said strip; means under the control
of one of the keys of said keyboard for tilt-
ing said strip and causing said marbles to
travel over the surface of said table from said
last-mentioned end to the other end thereof;
and means under control of the other keys of
said keyboard for opening said ports individ-
ually, substantially as described and for the
purpose set forth. '

3. The combination with an oblong table
having a staggered series of normally-closed
ports therein near one end thereof, of a key-
-board arranged transversely of one end there-
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of; a normally horizontal tiltable strip located
at the end.of the table opposite to that near
which said ports are located; a series of mar-
bles normally resting upon said strip; a bell-
crank lever fulerumed beneath said table ad-
jacent to said strip, a rod taking through an
opening in the table and bearing between the
horizontal arm of said bell-erank lever and
the under side of said tiltable strip, a bell-
crank lever fulerumed near adjacent to said
keyboard and carrying one of the keys on
the horizontal arm thereof, a link connection
between the vertical arms of said bell-crank
levers, means for yieldingly retaining said
strip in its horizontal position, and means un-
der control of the other keys of said keyboard
for opening said ports individually, substan-
tially as deséribed and for the purpose set

forth.

4. The combination with an oblong table
having astaggered series of ports therein hear
one end thereof,of a keyboard arranged trans-
versely of one end thereof; a normally hori-
zontal tiltable strip located at the end of the
table opposite to that near which said ports
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are located; aseriesof marbles normally rest- .

ing upon said strip; a bell-crank lever ful-
crumed beneath said table adjacent to said
strip, a rod taking through an opening in the
table and bearing between the horizontal arm
of said bell-erank lever and the under side
of said tiltable strip, a bell-erank lever ful-
cruamed near adjacent to said keyboard and
carrying oneof the keys on the horizontal arm
thereof, a link connection between the verti-
cal arms of said bell-crank levers, means for
yieldingly retaining said strip in its horizon-
tal position consisting of a retractile helical
spring connected at one end to the vertical

~arm of the rearimost bell-crank lever and at its

other end to the rear wall of the casing, a rod
having a head upon itslower end and its up-
per end projecting through the table and con-
nected to the strip, an expansile spring en-
circling said rod and bearing bétweén the head
thereof and the under side of the table; and
means under control of the other keys of said
keyboard for opening said ports individially,
substantially as described and for the pur-
pose set forth.

5. The combination with an. oblong table
having a staggered series of ports therein near
oneend thereof, of a keyboard arranged traiis-
versely of one end thereof; a norinally hori-
zontal tiltable strip located at the end of the
table opposite to that nedr which said ports
are located ; a series of marbles normally rest-
ing upon said strip; a bell-erank lever ful-
crumeéd beneath said table adjacent to said
strip, a rod taking through #n opening in the
table and bearing between the horizontal arm
of said bell-crank lever and the under side
of said tiltable strip, a bell-crank lever ful-
crumed adjacent tosaid keyboard and carry-
ing one of the keys on the horizontal arim
thereof; a link cornection between the verti-
cal arms of said bell-crank levers, means for
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yieldingly retaining said strip in its horizon-
tal position, a series of bell-erank levers ful-
crumed to the under side of said table adja-
cent to said ports, a valvecarried by the hori-
zontal arm of each of said bell-crank levers
and adapted to close one of said ports, a re-
tractile helical spring eonnected at one end
to the lower end of the vertical arm of each

- of said latter bell-crank levers and at its other

end to the under side of said table on the rear
side of said arm, a rigid rod beneath and ex-
tending transversely of the table, a series of
bell-crank levers fulerumed upon said rod,the
other keys of said keyboard being mounted
upon the horizontal arm of each of said bell-

crank levers, the vertical arms of the fore-
most valve carrying bell-crank levers being
borne upon by the vertical arms of their re-
spective key bell-crank levers, a series of
links connecting the vertical arms of the
other valve carrying bell-crank levers to the
vertical arms of the other key bell-crank le-
vers, substantially as described and for the
purpose set forth.
In testimony whereof T have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.
BURTON DIXON.
‘Witnesses:
WirLiam P. McFEAT,
FRED J. SEARS.
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