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This invention relates to tools of the pre-
cision type and the primary object is to pro-
vide a plumb indicator for cormer reinforc-
ing beads which is easy to operate, quick to

5 posmon and remove from operative relation
with the bead, and efficient, especially with
regard to its possibilities of speedy manipu-
lation.

A still further object of this invention is

19 the provision of a builder’s tool of the above
character which incorporates in its structure
a plurality of housed spirit levels, a hollow
dove-tailed: sha ped elongated body, longitu-
dinally extending jaws and means for adjust-

15 ably interconnectino said jaws, Whereby the
device may be qulckly affixed to the rein-
forcing bead which is to be attached.

Minor objects of the invention, together
with specific details of construction, manner

20 of operation and various uses will appear
during the course of the detailed specifica-
tions, referring to the ‘mcompanymg draw-
ng, Wherem

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a self-

25 supportlncr plumb indicator embodying the

features of this invention. ,

Fig. 2 is an enlarged, horizontal cross sec-
tion through the same, taken on line IT—II
of Fig. 1.

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary, vertical section
through a portion of the indicator in the
proxumty of the plurality of spirit levels
forming a part of the tool, and,

Fig. 115 a f_raomentary side view of the
35 device illustr ating the manner of adjustably

supporting some “of the spirit levels.

It is well known in this art that reinfore-
ing members which are to be affixed to the
corners of structures must be properly ap-

40 plied in a manner which insures their being
plumb and in true vertical alinement so that
the plaster which is usually applied after
the setting of the corner bead will present
a plumb and neat appearance. - Usually these

45 corner beads are constructed . of sheet metal
and nailed in place as above mentioned by
using a plumbob which insures the projected
portlon of the bead being in positive verti-
cal position.

The use of a quickly attachable ool to de-
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termine proper alinement is desirable and
obviously this tool must be strong, rugged
and susceptible of indicating the proper po-
sition of a corner bead throughout its length.

A gelf-supporting plumb indicator for re- 55
inforcing beads embodying features of this
invention might be constructed to present a
pair of elengated body sections 6, each made

of sheet metal and formed as shown in Fig.

2 to present in their cross section .a dove- 6o
tailed shaped member, between the converg-
ing walls of which is presented a longitudinal
slot for the reception of bead 8 which. is to
be affixed to 2 corner member 10.. Two co-
acting jaws 12 move together and apart.when
the device is being slipped in place over
bead 8.

As illustrated in Fig. 1, the device is made
up of two body sections 6, interconnected by
sleeve 14, carried by one end of one section
6 and removably secured by screws or anal-
ogous means 16 to the other section. When
both sections 6 are in longitudinal alinement,
sleeve 14 overlaps the joint formeéd between
section § so that jaws 12 are- continuous
throughout the length of both sections.

Sections 6 are alike in so far as the later-
ally extending flanges 18 are concerned.
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‘These.flanges pr0]ect outwardly from along

jaws 12 and a reinforcing strlp 20 may e -
used to strengthen flanges 18 after they have

been formed 1nueora11y with body sections 6.

It is notable at this point the jaws 12 are each
offset so that they will rest in the groove be-
hind the longitudinal nose of beaa 8. Sec-
tions 6-are plefembly constructed of resil-
ient sheet metal so that when the later de-

seribed el_amplnw means are released the nor-
-mal tendency of sections 6 will be to move

apart jaws 12,

While there may be many means provided
for adjustably clamping together jaws 12,
the expedient herein deserjbed and illus:
trated in the drawing has been found advan-
tageous. A phu ahuy of bolts 22 extend from |
one flange 18 to the other through body sec-
tions 6 so that the turning of Wlnoerl nut 24
on each bolt 22 respeetively will securely
clamp bead 8 between jaws 12. To hold the
bolts 22 in place there should be provided a-
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bearing 26 on one flange 18 and a similar
bearing 28 on the other flange opposite each
bearing 26. All bolts 22 are squared as at 30
to fit into a similarly squared opening in
bearing 28. This form of construction in-
sures that bolt 22 will remain stationary
while nut 24 is being turned.

A plurality of spirit levels housed within
hollow body sections 6 adjacent a window 32
indicate the alinement of bead 8 as it is being

affixed to member 10. This plurality of spirit-

levels includes the two normally horizontal
ones 34 and the normally vertical one 84.
Each spirit level is secured to one of the con-
verging side walls of the dove-tailed shaped
body section 6 and, in the case of spirit levels
34, & small bracket 36 is used to be engaged
by a bolt 38 at each end respectively of
bracket 36. Lever 84 is employed when the
tool is used as means for leveling a hori-
zontally disposed bead or building unit.

As illustrated in Fig. 4, when setting spirit
levels 84, it is desirable to alter the relative
position with respect to their accurate angu-
larity to jaws 12. To provide for this point
of the invention, the structure supplies a slot
40, through which passes one of bolts 88 so
that a tilting of the spirit level 34 about the
other bolt 38 may be accomplished. Refer-
ence to Fig. 2 will readily teach that spirit
levels should have their longitudinal axis in
a plane parallel to the plane of corner mem-
ber 10 and also the sides of corner bead 8.
The combined action of these three spirit
levels will permit of placing a bead 8 'in a
true plumb and vertical position,

After the device has been affixed to bead
8, the same may be used to easily handle the
bead to draw it toward or from the corner
member 10 to which it is being affixed. ~After
securing bead 8 in place, nuts 24 are loosened
and jaws 12 snapped off of the nose portion
of bead 8. This action leaves the device in
proper position for replacement without at-
tention to the securing means. The resili-
ency of the material from which the body
sections 6 are constructed allows a snapping
into place without further attention- to

‘bolts 22. :

The positioning of bolts 22 so that they
pass through body sections 6 behind bead 8
and intermediate this bead and the third

‘wall of the dove-tailed shaped body is an

advantage in that it matters not how tightly
the securing bolts and nuts are drawn dis-
tortion will not take place. As may be seen
in Fig. 1, reinforcing strip 20 of one section
overlaps the reinforcing strip 20 of the other
section and screws 40" are utilized to inter-
connect these overlapping members. This
position of these parts adds even further
strength to the assembly.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as-new and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent is:

1,908,498

1. A plumb indicator for corner beads
comprising an elongated body; a pair of op-
posed longitudinal jaws formed by said body
for engaging the bead; a plurality of spirit
levels being disposed at substantially a right
angle to each other in parallel horizontal
planes and housed within said body; and
means to clamp together said jaws, certain
of said levels converging toward each other.

2. A plumb indicator for corner beads
comprising an elongated hollow body; a pair
of opposed longitudinal jaws formed by said
body for engaging the bead; a plurality of
spirit levels being within said body at sub-
stantially a right angle to each “other in
parallel horizontal planes; and clamping
means for said jaws extending transversery
thereof from one to the other through said
elongated hollow body, certain of said spirit
levels converging. :

3. A plumb mdicator for corner beads
comprising an elongated hollow body; a pair
of jaws formed by said body for éngaging
the bead; a plurality of spirit levels within

the body; oppositely extending flanges inte-

gral with said body and coextensive with said
jaws; and clamping means for said jaws
passing through said body to adjustably in-
terconnect said flanges. : ‘

4. A plumb indicator for corner beads
comprising an elongated hollow body of
dove-tail cross section having an opening
forming a pair of coextensive longitudinal
jaws along the converging sides of said body
to engage the bead ; a plurality of spirit lev-
els within the body; and a plurality of clamp-
ing means passing transversely through the
body whereby to draw together said jaws, cer-
tain of said levels being in parallel relation
to the walils forming the corner.

5. A plumb indicator for  corner beads
comprising a continuous, hollow, sheet metal,
sectional body having an entrance slot be-
tween two opposing side walls thereof; a

tions; a plurality of clamping means passing
transversely through said body whereby to
draw together opposing sides of said body;
a plurality of spirit levels within the body;

with the body, said clamping means being
supported by said flanges.

6. In a plumb indicator for corner beads,
a hollow body of dove-tail cross section, a plu-

rality of spirit levels being within said body

at substantially a right angle to each other

‘in parallel horizontal planes; and means ad-

Justably supporting each of said levels in the
operative position, said levels including a pair
of spirit levels disposed to converge toward

-each other, said levels being in substantially

parallel relation to the walls forming the

‘corners when the indicator is in the opera-

tive position.
7. In a plumb indicator of the class de-
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scribed, a hollow body of dove-tail cross sec-
tion having a pair of converging sides; a
pair of coextensive jaws formed by said con-
verging sides; a laterally projecting flange
integral with each wall along the jaw-form-
ing edge thereof ; and a plurality of bolts ex-
tending through said body from flange to
flange to draw together said jaws.

8. In a plumb indicator of the class de-
scribed, a hollow body of dove-tail cross sec-
tion havig a pair of couverging sides; a pair
of coextensive jaws formed by said converg-
ing sides; a laterally projecting flange inte-
gral with each wall along the jaw-forming
edge thereof ; squared bearings on one of said
flanges; and a plurality of bolts extending
through said body from flange to flange to
draw together said jaws, each of said bolts
having a squared portion engaging one of
said squared bearings supported by one of
said flanges.

In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my

signature.
WILLIAM E. HUNTER.



