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This invention relates to g baper clip assembly
including a backing or reinforcing membelj and
che or more paper clips secured to the backing
member and projecting therefrom.

It is among the objects of the invention to
provide a paper clip assembly or gang including
a flat backing member of substantially rigid sheet
-material having at least one straight edge and
one or more wire paper clips secured to and
aisposed against the back’ng member and ex-
tending outwardly of the straight edge thereof
t0 receive paper sheets; in which the backing
member reinforees the paper clips enabling them
to more fArmly grip the paper and may also ex-
tend aleng and stiffen the edges of the paper
sheets at which the clips are applied; in which
the clips may be detachably secured to the back-
ing member and may extend directly from the
straight edge thereof or across the width of the
hacking member and then from a straight edge
thereof; in which the backing member may be
of any desired length and may carry any desired
number of paper clips within practical limits;
and which is simple and durable in construction,
economical to manufacture, and convenient to
use.

Other objects and advantages will become ap-
parent from a consideration of the following
description and the appended claims in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawing, wherein:

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a Ppaper clip
assembly illustrative of the invention;

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the paper
clip assembly illustrated in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view on the line
§—3 of Figure 2;

Figure 4 is a plan view of g blank from which
the backing member of the paper clip assembly
lustrated in Figures 1 and 2 is formed;

Figure 5 iIs a plan view of g Pbaper clip assem-
bly similar to that shown in Figures 1 and 2, but
in which the backing member is elongated and
carries at least one additional baper clip;

Figure 6 i3 a view similar to Figure 5, but
showing a somewhat modified arrangement for
attaching the paper clips to the backing member
of the assembly;

Figure 7 is a cross-sectional view on the line
T—1 of Figure 6;

Figure § is a plan view of the backing member
shown in Figures 6 and 7 with the paper clips
omitted; ’

Figure 9 is a plan view similar to Figures 5
and 6, but showing g still further modified ar-
rangement for attaching the paper clips to the
kacking membper;
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Figure 10 is a side elevational view of the back-
ing member illustrated in PFigure 9, with the
baper clips omitted; and

Figure 11 is g cross-sectional view on the line
fi—11 of Figure 9.

With continued reference to the drawing, the
baper clip, generally indicated at 18, is of well
known construction and comprises a piece of wire
of suitable diameter, length ang material bhent
intermediate its length to provide a bight {{ of
Substantially semicircular shape, constituting
the butt end of the clip and legs {2 and 13 ex-
tending from respectively opposite ends of the
bight 1{ in spaceq apart and substantially
barallel relationship to each other. The leg |2
is bent intermediate its length to provide a semi-
circular-shaped end portion {4 of the clip remote
from the bight I{, and a straight portion {5 ex-
tending along the outer side of the portion of the
leg {3 adjacent the bight {{. The leg i3 is also
bent intermediate its length to provide an end
portion {§ of semicircular shape and & straight
terminal portion {7 extending along the inner side
of the portion of the leg {3 adjacent the bight 1.
The leg 12 including the end portion 14 of semi-
circular shape and the straight terminal portion
15 constitutes one jaw formation of the paper
clip and the leg {3 including the end portion 16
of semicircular shape and the straight terminal
bortion ¢7 constitutes g second jaw formation
opposad to the jaw formation constituted by the
leg 12. The end portion {8 of the bight {3 is
disposed within and spaced from the end por-
tion 14 of the leg 12, and both of the straight
bortions of the leg {3 are disposed within the
straight portions of the leg 12. :

As the same form of baper clip is used in all
of the forms of the invention iliustrated, and as
the paper clip is of well known construction, a
further illustration and description of the paper
clip is considered unnecessary for the purposes
of the present disclosure. :

A ‘backing member 28 is secured to the paper
clip {8 and comprises g rectangular piece of thin
sheet material, such as sheet metal, formed from
a sheet metal blank, as illustrated in Figure 4. .

The blank is of rectangular shape having
straight and substantially parallel side edges 21
and 22 and straight and substantially parallel
end edges 23 and 24 disposed substantially per-
bendicularly to the side edges. A cubt 25 ex-
tends inwardly from the end edge 33 adjacent
and substantially parailel to the side edge 2{ and
2 similar cut 26 extends inwardly from the end
edge 24 adjacent angd substantially parallel to
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the side edge 21, the cuts 25 and 26 being in lon-
gitudinal alignment with each other and ter-
minating at substantially equal distances from
the longitudinal center of the blank. The dis-
tance between the inner ends of the cuts 25 and
26 is substantially equal to the distance between
the ends of the curved bight i of the paper clip
{0 and the portions of the blank between these
cuts and the side edge 21 constitute tabs 2T and
28 which are rolled around the legs 12 and 138
of the paper clip adjacent the bight i1 at the butt
end of the clip to firmly and rigidly secure the
backing member to the paper clip with the bight
{{ resting against one side of the backing mem-~
per and the jaw formations of the clip extend-
ing outwardly from the side edge 21, the legs 12
and {3 being substantially perpendicular to this
straight edge of the backing member.

The tabs 27 and 28 embracing the legs 12 and
{3 adjacent the bight of the clip reinforce the
butt end of the clip so that the jaw formations
are not easily sprung out of operative position
velative to each other and may be easily bent
pack to operative position if the clip should be
distorted. The backing member 20 may consti-
tute g tab, when the associated clip is engaged
with sheets of loose paper, so that a stack of
clipped papers can he easily separated and may
also be used to carry filing indicia, if desired.

In the arrangement shown in Figure 5, the
backing member, generally indicated at 30, is
longer than the backing member 20, and is pro-
vided with two pairs of tabs, as indicated at 31
and 32 and 33 and 34, the two pairs of tabs being
spaced apart and the adjacent edge of the back-
ing member heing cut back between the two pairs
of tabs s distance substantially egqual to the
width of the tabs. A paper clip 20 is secured to
the backing member 30 by the pairs of the tabs
3{ and 32, and a similar paper clip 20’ is secured
to the backing member by the pair of tabs 33 and
34, the paper clips being disposed in spaced apart
and substantially parallel relationship with their
legs substantially perpendicular to the adjacent
straicht edge of the backing member.

Tn the arrangement illustrated in Figure 6, the

backing member, as generzally indicated at 3%,
instead of beins provided with tabs which are
bent around the legs of the associated paper clips,

is provided with struck-out bands 36 and 37 which :

extend longitudinally of the backing member ad-
jacent one of the straight edges thereof in longi-
tudinal alisnment with each other and are spaced
longitudinally of the backing member.

Paper clips, as indicated at 28 and 20, have
their butt end portions inserted under the bands
28 and 37, and project from the adjacent straight
edge of the backing member.

In this srrangement, the backing member is
provided under each of the bands 35 and 37 with
a U-shaped depression, as indicated at 38 and 33
of substantially semicircular cross-sectional
shape, which depressions receive the substan-
tially semicircular butt end portions of the clips
3¢ and 20’, respectively, and assist in providing a
substantially rigid connection between the paper
clips and the backing member.

In the form of the invention illustrated in Fig-
ures 9, 10 and 11, the backing member, generally
indicated at 35’, in addition to having the longi-
tudinally and spaced apart bands 36 and 37
struek out of it, has in addition, detents or pro-
trusions disposed at respectively opposite sides of
each of these bands. The protrusions 40 and &4
are disposed one at each side of the band 36 and
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the protrusions 42 and 43 are disposed one af
each side of the band 371. The protrusions have a
length materially less than the length of the cor-
responding bands and are receivable between the
legs of the paper clips 20 and 20’ while the bands
have a length sufficient to extend over both legs
of the corresponding paper clips at the butt ends
of the latter.

With this arrangement, the paper clips are de-
tachably secured to the backing member and can
be connected to the backing member by merely
forcing their butt ends under the bands struck out
of the backing member. They may be removed
from the backing member, if desired, and re-
versed in position to extend outwardly of either
longitudinal edge of the backing member, and,
with the bands exposed adjacent one of the lon-
gitudinal edges of the backing member, the clips
may extend substantially directly from this one
longitudinal edge or may be reversed to extend
substantially across the width of the backing
member and outwardly of the other longitudinal
edge thereof.

As explained above, the backing members may
be made of any desired length and may carry any
desired number of spaced apart clips within prac-
tical limits. When several clips are carried by an
elongated backing member and these clips are
seeured to a sheaf of papers along one edge of
the sheaf, the elongated backing member not only
reinforces the clips and holds them in position
in engagement with the papers, but also stiffens
the adjacent edege of the sheaf of papers so that
the clip assembly constitutes a temporary bind-
ing for the sheaf of papers and the sheai can be
handled like a book or pamphlet.

The invention may be embodied in other spe-
cific forms without departing from the spirit of
essential characteristics thereof. The present
embodiments are, therefore, to be considered in
all respects as illustrative and not restrictive, the
scope of the invention being indicated by the ap-
pended claims rather than by the foregoing de-
scription, and all changes which come within the
meaning and range of equivalency of the claims
are, therefore, intended to be embraced therein.

What is claimed is:

1. A paper clip assembly comprising a backing
member of substantially rigid sheet material hav-
ing at least one straight edge, and a wire paper
clip having a butt end and paper-engaging jaw
formations extending from said butt end secured
at its butt end to said backing member at one
side of the latter with its jaw formations ex-
tending outwardly of the straight edge of said
backing member, said backing member having
at least one band struck ouf therefrom and ex-
tending longitudinally thereof substantially par-
allel to said straight edge, said bkand having a
length substantially equal to the width of an
associated paper clip and said paper clip hav-
ing its butt end inserted under said band and
against the adjacent face of said backing mem-
ber and said backing member having a U-shaped
depression of substantially semicircular cross-
sectional shape therein extending under said band
alr}d receiving the butt end portion of said paper
clip.

2. A paper clip assembly comprising a back-
ing member of substantially rigid sheet mate-~
rial having at least one straight edge, and hav-
ing at least two elongated bands struck out there-
from and spaced apart longitudinally thereof
substantially parallel to said straight edge and
in longitudinal alignment with each other and
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having U-shapsd depressions of semicircular
cross-sectional shape disposed one under each
of said bands, a first baper clip having a butt
end inserted under one of said bands and re-
ceived in the corresponding U-shaped depression
and a paper engaging portion projecting out-
wardly from the straight edge of said backing
member, and a second paper clip having its butt
end Inserted under the other of said bands and
received in the corresponding U-shaped depres-
sion and a paper engaging portion projecting
outwardly from the straight edge of said back-
ing member and spaced from said. first clip.

3. A paper clip assembly comprising a backing
member of substantially rigid sheet material
“having at least one straight edge, and having

elongated bands struck out therefrom and spaced )

apart longitudinally thereof, said bands being
adjacent to ang substantially parallel to said
straight edge and substantially in longitudinal
alighment with each other and said backing
member also having protrusions struck out in
the same direction as said bands and disposed
one at each side of each band, said protrusions
being shorter than said bands and arranged sub-
stantially symmetrically of the length thereof,
and at least two paper clips each having a butt
end and a paper engaging portion and each hay-
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ing its butt end inserted under a corresponding
band and extending around g, corresponding one
of said protrusions, the baper engaging portions
of said paper clips extending outwardly from the
straight edge of said backing member in spaced -
apart and substantially parallel relationship to
each other. ’
JOHN J. AURYNGER.
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