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(57) Abstract: A variable flow rate valve mechanism comprises: a valve that includes a valve body and a valve shaft
protruding from the valve body; a fixing member that is fixed to the valve shaft at a position away from the valve body
in the axial direction; an installing member that is provided between the valve body and the fixing member and, with
the fixing member, retains the valve; and a spring washer that is provided between the fixing member and the installing
member or the installing member and the valve body and that provides elasticity for the installing member in contact with
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the fixing member or valve body and the installing member. A first member or a second member has an inner surface
formed to face radially inward and face the outer circumferential section of the spring washer.
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