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UNITED STATES 

2015,948 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,015,948 

BOLSTER, CONSTRUCTION 

Rudolph Martinello, Chicago, I., assignor to 
Radio Steel & Mfg. Co., Chicago, Il, a corpora 
tion of linebis 

Application March 29, 1934, Serial No. 17,897 
4 Claims, 

My invention relates to a bolster construction 
and more specifically to a sheet metal bolster con 
struction for toy wagons. 
One of the objects of my invention is to provide 

such a bolster construction which will not warp 
or buckle under the rough usage to which Such 
bolsters are Subjected. 
A further object is to provide a sheet metal bol 

Ster construction having a peripheral flange por 
tion. Which not Only prevents Warping and buck 
ling but also provideS for easy connection. With the 
aSSociated partS. 
Numerous other objects and advantages of the 

invention will be apparent from the description 
and claims. 
In the drawings, 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a wagon em 

bodying my invention; 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical section on the 

line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the front bolster 

and aSSociated parts; 
Fig. 4 is a rear view of a front bolster construc 

tion, parts being shown in Section; and 
Fig. 5 is a perspective View of the fifth wheel. 
Referring to the dra Wings in detail, the con 

Struction ShoWn comprises a toy Wagon having 
a. Sheet metal body Which may be of any usual 
or Suitable construction, a rear bolster construc 
tion 2 for Supporting the rear end of the body on 
the rear axle 3, a front bolster construction 4 for 
supporting the front end of the body on the front 
axle 5, a tongue construction 6, Secured to the 
front axle and bolster construction, and wheels 
T mounted on the axles. 
The front bolster construction comprises a 

member 8 of pressed sheet metal having a periph 
eral stiffening flange 9 Which also serves to pro 
vide connections with the body of the wagon, the 
tongue construction, the axle construction and 
the brace between the lower end of the bolster and 
the body. The lower side portions 0 of this pe 
ripheral stiffening flange are provided with 
aligned openings, through which the axle may be 
inserted. The axle may be held against endwise 
movement after its insertion by bumping up por 
tions of the axle adjacent the peripheral flange 
portions of the bolster, as indicated at f . The 
brace 2 may be pivotaly connected to the lower 
peripheral flange portion f3 by means of a rivet 
4 or the like which will permit the necessary 
turning of the bolster. 
flange portion 5 of the bolster may be Secured to 
the fifth wheel 6 and to the tongue connection 
strap T by means of a rivet 8 extending through 

The upper peripheral 

(C. 280-87.5) 
the upper peripheral flange portion 5 and the 
nested portions of the fifth wheel 6 and strap 7, 
the riveted connection being loose enough to per 
nit the necessary turning of the bolster and 
tongue connection with respect to the fifth wheel. 5 

The main body portion of the bolster may have 
its central portion punched out, as indicated at 
19, and this punched-out portion may be made 
of Such a shape as to provide a blank of just the 
right size for forming the fifth wheel 6. The 10 
tongue 28 and tongue connection member may 
be Connected with the axle 5 by means of a V 
shaped Strap 22, through the ends of which the 
aXie eXtends. This strap 2 may be connected to 
the tongue connection member by means of a bolt lis 
or pin. 22. 

It will be seen that the bolster provides a rugged 
Support for the body of the wagon which can not 
be Spread apart or warped by any weight on the 
body of the Wagon. It will also be seen that the 20 
peripheral Stiffening flange 9 not only prevents 
any Warping or buckling of the bolster plate but 
also provides an easy connection member for the 
axle 5, reinforcing brace 2 and body connection. 
The rear boister construction may, if desired, 25 

be substantially the Saine as the front, except that 
the peripheral web is secured directly to the body . 
of the Wagon and there are of course no tongue 
connection members. The brace between the bol 
ster and wagon body may be secured substantially 30 
in the Same manner as in the front bolster con 
Struction. 

Further modifications will be apparent to those 
Skilled in the art and it is desired, therefore, that 
my invention be limited only by the prior art and 85 
the Scope of the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A toy Wagon construction comprising a body, 
a fifth. Wheel Secured to the body, a tongue, a 40 
reach member extending from the fifth wheel 
and Secured to the tongue, a bolster, and an axle 
Secured to the bolster, said bolster comprising a 
sheet metal member having a substantially flat 
portion extending between the body of the wagon 45 
and the axle and lying in a plane extending lon 
gitudinally of the axle and having a flat periph 
eral reinforcing upper fiange portion lying Sub 
stantially in a horizontal plane, Said reach mem 
ber being of sheet material having a cup portion 50 
having a flat bottom lying against the flat upper 
flange of the bolster and said fifth wheel being of 
sheet material having a cup portion fitting With 
in the cup portion of the reach member, whereby 
the pull exerted on the reach member by the 55 
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2 
tongue is transmitted to the body through the 
interfitting of said cup portions. 

2. A toy Wagon construction comprising a body, 
a fifth. Wheel Secured to the body, a tongue, a 
reach member extending from the fifth wheel 
and Secured to the tongue, a bolster, an axlese 
Cured to the bolster, and a Second reach member 
from the axle to the tongue, said bolster com 
prising a, sheet metal member having a substan 
tially flat portion extending between the body of 
the Wagon and the axle and lying in a plane ex 
tending longitudinally of the axle and having a 
flat peripheral reinforcing upper flange portion 
lying Substantially in a horizontal plane and hav 
iing Side flange portions lying substantially in 
paraile vertical planes, the first said reach men 
ber being of sheet material having a cup portion 
having a flat botton lying against the fiat upper 
flange of the bolster and said fifth wheel being 
of sheet naterial having a cup portion fitting 
within the cup portion of the reach member, 
Whereby the pull exerted on said first reach 
member by the tongue is transmitted to the body 
through the interfitting of said cup portions, 
Said axle being a Cne-piece axle extending con 
pletely across the bolster and through openings 
in the side fanges of the bolster. 

3. A toy Wagon Construction COInprising a body, 
a fifth. Wheel Secured to the body, a boister, an 
axle, a tongue, and a reach neinbei extending 
from the fifth wheel and secured to the tongue, 
Said boister CO::prising a sheet netal illenber 
having a substantially flat portion extending be 
tween the body of the wagon and the axe and 
iying in a plane extending longitudinally of the 
axle and having a flat peripher'ai reinforcing p 
per flange portion lying Substantially in a hori 
zontal plane and having Side flange portions ly 
ing Substantially in parallel vertical planes, Said 
fifth wheel being of sheet material having a flat 
portion pivotally Secured to the flat upper flange 

2,015,948 
portion of the bolster, Said reach member being 
of Sheet material having a cup portion lying 
against the flat upper flange of the bolster and 
Said fifth. Wheel having a cup portion fitting with 
in the Cup portion of the reach member, whereby 5 
the pull exerted on the reach member by the 
tongue is transmitted through the interfitting of 
Said Cup portions, and Said axle being a One-piece 
axle extending completely across the bolster and 
through openings in the side flanges of the bol- 0 
Ster. 

4. A toy Wagon construction comprising a body, 
a fifth wheel Secured to the body, a bolster, an 
axle, a tongue, a reach member secured to the 
lower end of the bolster and extending rear- 5 
Wardly therefron and Secured to the body, and a 
Second reach member extending from the fifth 
wheel and secured to the tongue, said bolster 
comprising a sheet metal member having a Sub 
stantially flat portion extending between the 20 
body of the Wagon and the axle and lying in a 
piarie extending loingitudinally of the axle and 
having a flat peripheral reinforcing upper flange 
portion lying substantially in a horizontal plane 
and having Side flange portions lying Substan- 25 
tially in parallel vertical planes, said fifth wheel 
being of sheet naterial having a flat portion piv 
otaly Secured to the flat upper flange portion of 
the bolster, Said Second reach inenber being of 
sheet, imaterial having a cup portion lying against 30 
the fiat upper flange of the bolster and said fifth 
Wheel having a cup pertion fitting within the 
Cup gortion of Said Second reach member, where 
by tie pull exerted thereon by the tongue is 
t;i'ansmitted through the interfitting of said cup 35 
portions, and Said axle being a one-piece axle 
extensing completely acroSS the bolster and 
through OpeningS in the Side flanges of the 
bolster. - 

. RUDOLPH MARTINELLO. 40 


