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(587) Abstract: This invention relates to methods and instruments for performing disc space preparation and implant insertion from a
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insertion into the disc space are also provided.
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Electronic data base consulted during the internationai search (name of data base and. where practical. search terms used)
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Box 1 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This International Search Report has not been estabiished in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.: 39-49

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namety:

Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they reiate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box li Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international Searching Authority found muitiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. m As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

2. D As all searchabie claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.

No protest accompanied the payment of additionai search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims; 1-19

A spinal implant adapted for non-linear insertion
comprising:
a leading end wall,

a posterior end wall having an insertion tool engaging
portion,

a posterior wall.

(problem: Restore the height of the intervertebral space)

2. Claims: 20-26

An assembly for non-linear insertion of a spinal implant
comprising:

an implant having an insertion tool engaging portion;

an inserter connectable to that implant including:

a shaft, a handle and a connector;

a pusher engageable to said impaction tool.

(Problem: insertion of an implant in a disc space)

3. Claims: 27-31

A laminar spreader comprising:
a first and a second arm pivotally connected to each other,
whereby a proximal portion of each arm can be rotated with

respect to said distal portion of sajd arm to a second
position.

(Problem: spreading a laminar)

4. Claims: 32-38

A surgical instrument for performing a surgical procedure
through a posterior lateral opening in the disc space,
comprising:

a proximal portion residing outside the disc space,

a distal portion having a distal working portion insertable
in the disc space.

(Problem: Increasing temporarily the space between two
vertebrae)
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