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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

JAMES FRANCES DONLEY, OF BROCTON, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-
ITALF TO GARRET E. RYCKMAN, OF SAME PLACE.

BASKET-COVER FASTENER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 448,710, dated December 30, 1890.
Application filed July 30, 1890, Serial No, 360,340, (Mo model.)

To «ll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES FRANCES DON-
LEY, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Brocton, in the county of Chautauquaand
State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Basket-Cover Fastening, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to devices adapted
to secure in place the wooden cover of a bas-
ket, such as those that are used for the trans-
portation of grapes and other articles.

The object of the invention is to effect
improvements upon basket-cover fastenings
of this character that have heretofore been
made, to which end the invention consists in
a wire-fastener having a hook at one end
adapted tobe passed beneath the hoop or band
that surrounds the upper edge of the basket,
and having its body constructed in accord-
ance with the specific details hereinafter more
fully set forth, and illustratedin the drawings,
in which—

Tigure 1 is a perspective view of a basket,
showing the cover thereof held in place by a
numbet of my improved fasteners of various
shapes. Figs. 2, 4, 6, 8, and 10 show various
constructions of my improved fastener before
its application. Figs. 3, 5,7, 9, and 11 show,
respectively, the same fasteners after they
are applied to the basket, the hoopand cover
of the latter being shown in dotted lines.

Referring to the said drawings, the letter
B designates a basket, which may be of wood
or of other suitable material, and C is the
thin wooden cover therefor. These baskets

~ are extensively used at present for the ship-
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ment of fruit, especially grapes, and some
means are nezessary for detachably securing
the cover in place. Heretofore wire-fasten-
ershave been used having acute-angled hooks
at one end, which were passed beneath the
hoop H,and having right-angled hooks at the
other end, which were embedded in the cover
C, the body of the device between its ends
being forcibly bent over the corner of the
cover as it was applied; but the objection to
this construction has been noted that in ap-
plying the fastener the thumb and fingers of
the operator soon became sore, and that after
a fastener was applied it often wabbled from

side to side and became displaced during the
transportation of the basket or its body upon
the cover and at the outer side of the hook
bowed ontwardly in a disagreeable manner
and wasliable to be caught upon almost any-
thing, whereby the fastener would be foreibly
torn from the basket.
these several objections 1 have devised the
following fastener, embracing specific details
of novelty as set forth. :

My improved basket-cover fastener consists
of a piece of ordinary wire of the proper size
and length and having sharpened extremi-
ties, one end being bent, as at R, atright an-
gles to the length of the main portion M of
the device, whereby it may be embedded in
the cover C of the basket.

In the constructions shown in Figs. 4, 6, 8,
and 10 a sharp hook S is formed at the lower
end of the fastener, which is adapted to be
passed under the hoop I of the basket, as is
common in the art; but above said hook and

' at the junction thereof with the main portion

M is formed a bend, either plain, as shownin
Figs. 8 and 10, double, as shown in Fig. 6, or
pointed, as shown in Fig. 4, all these bends
being lettered E. In the construction shown
in Fig. 2 the bend E is embraced in that part
of the device which is curved and which forms
the hook S in the other constructions.

In the application of the device to a basket
the hook Sis first introduced beneath the hoop
H of the basket, when the body of the device
will stand outwardly therefrom. The end R
is then grasped by the operator, carried over
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the corner of the cover, whereby the bend E .

will be embedded in or caused to bear forcibly
against the outer face of the hoop, and the
pointed end R is pressed or driven into the
cover. In so applying the device, if it be
constructed as shown in Fig. 2, it should be
applied as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 3,
after which it is turned so as to stand out-
wardly from the basket, and then bent into
place, as are the other forms. It will be ob-
vious that when thebends E are embedded in
the hoop H the latter will be tightly pinched
between said bends and the hooks S, and if
the bends lie close against the outer face of
the hoop there will be no liability of the fast-
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ener being struck or caught and torn from
the basket.

In Figs. 4 and ¢ I have shown the main por-
tions Mas provided with lateral bends L near

5 the cover-hooksR, which construction Isome-

times use in order to provide thumb-pieces,
by means of which said cover-hooks may be
more readily pushed into the cover without
hurting the finger of the operator. I prefer,

to however, to. make the lateral bend 1. in the
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form of an eye, as shown in Fig. 10, or some-
times in a loop, as shown in Fig. 8, the eye or
the loop being adjacent the cover-hook R.
This construction of the thumb-piece is even
better than the lateral bend; but both pre-
vent the wabDbling of the device after it has
been applied in position, and also permit the
withdrawal of the cover-hook, as will be un-
derstood.

The main portion M of the device shown
in Fig. 10 has a number of notckes or inden-
tations N along its back or front—a feature of
construction which I sometimes employ and
which pernits the application of the fastener
by a child or a person having little strength
in his fingers.

Various other details of construction may
suggest themselves and may be embodied
without departing from the spirit of my in-

30 vention; but I attach particular importance
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to the bend E, which embeds the hoop II of
the basket, and to the thumb-piece I., by
means of which the cover-hook R may be em-
bedded by the thumb, and which prevents the
dislocation of the device.

What is claimed as new ig-—

1. The herein-described basket-cover fast-

ener, the same consisting of a single piece of
wire with sharpened extremities, and com-
prising a straight main portion M, a right-an-
gular cover-hook R at one end thereof, an
acute-angular hook S at the other end thereof,
and a bend E between said acute-angular hook
and the main portion, as and for the purpose
set forth,

2. The herein-described basket-cover fast-
ener, the same consisting of a single piece of
wire with sharpened extremities, and com-
prising a main portion M, a right-angular
cover-hookk R at one end thercof, a lateral
bend adjacent said hook forming a thumb-
piece L, an acute-angular ook S at the other
end thereof, and a bend E Detween said
acute-angular hook and the main portion, as
and for the purpose set forth.

3. The herein-deseribed basket-cover fast-
ener, the same consisting of a single piece of
wire comprising a main portion M, a right-
angular cover-hook R at one end thereof, and
anacute-angularhook S at the other end there-
of, the points of both hooks projecting from
the same side of the body and their extremi-
ties being sharpened, the body of said acute-
angular hook curving backwardly at its june-
tion E with the main porcion M, as and for
the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses. '

JAMES F'RANCES DONLEY.
Witnesses:

T. D. SULLIVAN,
G E. RYCcrMAN.
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