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To ?t/l, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALBERT E. HUGHES, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Darien, Fairfield county, Connecticut, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Tablets, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

tablets, with particular relation to individual 
soap tablets of the class adapted for use but 
once only. Many object, for sanitary reasons, 
to the use of the ordinary soap provided in 
public places-such as hotels, office buildings, 
and railway-cars-where many people may 
successively make use of the same piece of 
Soap. Many endeavors have been made to 
produce a means to overcome this objection, 
but none of them have gone into extensive 
use. The use of soap powder for such pur 
poses is wasteful and where used in de 
livering-tubes has been found to choke the 
apparatus governing the delivery, and so ren 
der it ineffective. In overcoming this latter 
objection small soap tablets have been pre 
pared; but they have proved to be practically 
useless, as they have been difficult of disinte 
gration, and consequently hard to use. 
By my invention I have provided a soap tab 

let or ball having a protective shell sufficiently 
hard to withstand ordinary handling and trans 
portation and a comparatively loose interior, 
the whole being capable of easy disintegration 
when brought into contact with water in the 
ordinary use of the toilet. Each tablet is 
preferably of the size desired for use once 
only. The tablets may be carried about in any 
convenient receptacle adapted to hold as many 
as desired or may be used in connection with 
a delivering apparatus delivering one or more 
at a time. I thus obviate waste, as there is 
no excess of soap used, and prevent the chok 
ing of the delivering apparatus, as the same 
may be adapted for safely delivering a prede 
termined number at a time. 

I shall describe a tablet embodying my in 
vention, stating a preferable means for mak 
ing the same, the features of my invention 

being more particularly pointed out in the 
claims. 

In preparing my tablet I preferably use a 
preparation in powdered form either of pure 
dry soap of any desirable kind or of soap min 
gled with any desirable substance to be used 
as a filler. This powder is lightly pressed in 
molds of suitable form, preferably spherical, 

particles together for the subsequent opera 
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the compression being sufficient to hold the 

tion, but not sufficient to hold them perma 
nently together. The resulting tabletor form 
is treated with some suitable substance which 
may be applied in solution and which, in con 
junction with the powder, will form a coat or 
shell sufficiently hard and firm to enable the 
tablets to bear handling and transportation. 
This coating may be applied in the form of a 
spray, or the tablet may be dropped into the 
solution, it being desirable to avoid handling 
the tablets during the coating process. The 
result of this process is a tablet sufficiently 
firm to bear handling, yet very easily disin 
tegrated on the application of water. The 
tablets thus made are a sanitary and desir 
able form of soap for separate individual use 
in all public places, as heretofore stated. 

It is obvious that the exact composition and 
form of the tablet and the material of and 
means for forming the shell may be varied 
without departing from the spirit of my in 
vention. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S-. 

1. As an article of manufacture a soap tab 
let having a loose, minutely-divided interior 
and a shell capable of disintegration in the 
presence of water, substantially as described. 

2. As an article of manufacture a soap tab 
let having a loose, minutely-divided interior 
and a hard, soluble shell capable of disintegra 
tion in the presence of water, substantially 
as described. 

3. As an article of manufacture, a soap tab 
let having a loose, minutely-divided interior 
and a soluble shell capable of disintegration 
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in the presence of water, substantially as de- In witness whereof I have hereunto signed 
scribed. my name in the presence of two Subscribing 

4. As an article of manufacture a soap tab- witnesses. 
let having a loosely-divided interior and a ALBERT E. HUGHES. 

5 hardened shell-like exterior capable of disin- Witnesses: 
tegration in the presence of water, Substan- ELMER. E. CoOLEY, 
tially as described. SEABURY C. MASTICK. 

  


