(No Model.)

M. C. HARTMAN.
BUSTLE.

No. 586,034. ' Patented July 6, 1897.

Sfprwesses. ‘ NVENTOR.
KN erewa. «/{arza ]?ariman/
FoF By rprnds . By,

THE NORRIS PETERS CO-,- PHOTQ-LITHO., WASHINGTON, D. &




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

MARIA C. IIARTMAN, OF WILMINGTON, DELAWARE.

BUSTLE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 586,034, dated July 6, 1897,
Application filed Tanuary 2, 1897, Serial No. 617,780, (No model,)

To all whom it may concern: ;

Be it known that I, MARIA C. IIARTMAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Wil-
mington, in the county of Newcastle and State
of Delaware, have invented a new and useful
Improvementin Bustles; and I dohereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings,in-which—

Figure 1 is a side view of a bustle accord-
ing to my invention in position for service.
Fig. 2 represents the same inverted. Fig.
3 represents the bustle as seen from above
when not in service and permitted to distend
itself normally. Fig. 4 is a perspective view
of the bustle before the top has been folded
and secured together.

5 represents the body portion of the bustle,

made of any suitable fabric, such, for exam-
ple, as cambrie, silesia, or silk. The lower
edge of this body is preferably provided with
a wide hem, and at a little distance above the
edge a hoop 6 is secured around the body.
This hoop is preferably thin-spring-steel cov-
ered with fabric as sold on the market for
such purposes. The covering protects the
adjacent goods from being worn by the steel
and serves as a means for sewing the hoop
to the body. With the hoop attached the
body is to be secured together at the ends,
forming a ring, as shown in Fig. 4. Now
about three-quarters of the circumference of
the body and hoop are to be laid in plaits or
folds, then the upper edge of the folded por-
tion is to be joined with the upper edge of
the plain portion and be sewed together, and
over this edge may be secured a binding,
forming the waistband of the bustle. In gath-
ering the plaits at the waist due considera-
tion must be had to the formation of folds at
the hoop edge, in order that the piled folds

of the hoop may serve to the best advantage
as springs to support the dress worn over this
bustle in the desired fullness of form. Fig.
2 shows a good arrangement of- folds to ac-
cumulate the luxuriant puffiness of the com-
ing fashion.

The spring isa completehoop, and thus re-
turned upon itself in loop-shaped folds it is
very resilient and supports the dress with
grace and elegance, with great ease to the
wearer. Itisextremely light, simple, and in-
expensive. It may be made in such propor-
tions as to extend around over the hips of the
wearer, and more than one spring-hoop may
be used, if desirable, and it may be arranged
to form more or less folds in the center or at
any other point of its contour, according as
the fashions vary. The variety of designs of
which it is susceptible in this respect under
the dressmaker’s hand to meet varying fash-
ioms, its simplicity, itslightness, and the de-
gree of perfection with which it accomplishes
its purpose as a bustle highly commend it.

Having thus fully described my invention,

“what I believe to be new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is the following:
A bustle comprising two elements, a strip

‘of fabrie and a spring, one of which is end-

less; the fabric being in two layers one of
which is in folds above the other and secured
thereto along one edge; the spring being nar-
row and secured to the fabric along the other
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or free edge thereof and formed.into loop- .

shaped folds therewith and so held thereby
substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
- MARIA C. HARTMAN.
Witnesses:
SAMUEL D. FORBES,
THOMAS R. LaLLY,
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