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My invention is directed toward heel guards for use
inside work shoes.

It is an object of my invention to provide a new and
improved heel gunard of the character indicated which
will protect the heel and ankle of the user from injury.

Another object is to provide a new and improved heel
guard of the character indicated which can be easily
installed in a work shoe.

Still another object is to provide a new and improved
heel guard of the character indicated which can be manu-
factured easily and inexpensively.

All of the foregoing and still further objects and ad-
vantages of my invention will now be explained with
reference both to this specification and to the accom-
panying drawings wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of my heel guard;

FIGURE 2 is a cross sectional view through 2—2
of FIGURE 1; and

FIGURE 3 is a top plan view of my heel guard.

Referring now to FIGURES 1-3, there is shown an
integral metal heel guard having a generally U-shaped
band 10 which has a generally vertical but convex shaped
outer surface 12 and a generally vertical but concave
shaped inner surface 14. The bottom edge 16 of band
10 lies in a horizontal plane and is U-shaped. The top
edge 18 of band 10 connects at the ends of the legs
20 and 22 of the band 10 to the bottom edge 16 and
rises vertically therefrom at both ends from a height of
about one and one-quarter inches adjacent these ends
toward the center of the portion 24 of the band inter-
mediate the legs where it attains a height of about one
and three-quarter inches.

Six generally trapezoidally shaped flanges 26 extend
horizontally inward from edge 16 and are equidistantly
spaced from each other. Adjacent flanges are separated
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by V-shaped notches 28. Each flange has a centrally
positioned hole 30 for nailing.

In use, the guard is placed into a shoe 32 (after the
shoe shank piece 34 has first been removed) with por-
tion 24 being flush against the inside back of the shoe
and legs 20 and 22 being flush against the rear sides of
the shoe. Portion 24 and legs 20 and 22 are shaped
as desired to conform to the curvature of the particular
shoe employed. Nails 38 are then driven downward
into the heel 36 of the shoe to secure the guard in place.
The shank piece 34 is then placed back in position.

While I have described my invention with particular
reference to the drawings, my protection is to be limited
only by the terms of the claim which follows.

Having thus described my invention, I claim as new
and desire to secure by Letters Patent:

A heel guard having an integral metal structure com-
prising a generally U-shaped band having a generally
vertical but convex shaped outer surface and a generally
vertical but concave shaped inner surface, sajid band hav-
ing top and bottom edges and two legs, the bottom edge
of the band being horizontal and U-shaped, the top edge
of the band being connected to the bottom edge at the
ends of the legs and rising vertically therefrom to a

~ maximum height at the center of the portion of the band

intermediate the legs, and a plurality of separate equidis-
tantly spaced flanges secured to the bottom edge and ex-
tending horizontally inward therefrom, each flange hav-
ing the shape of a trapezoid and having a hole adapted
to accommodate a nail, said flanges being separated by
V-shaped notches.
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