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The present invention relates to recep 
tacles or cases for thermometers and the like 
and has for an object to improve receptacles 
of this kind and particularly to afford in 
provements in receptacles embodying a plu 
rality of connected sections with closures 
therefor adjustable as a unit, together with 
improved means adapted to facilitate the 
operation and maintenance of the closures 
upon the receptacles proper. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a plurality of unitary container sec 
tions and unitary closures therefor with im 
proved means having the dual functions of 
retaining the closures upon the Sections and 
affording a clasp for securing the recep 
tacles within the pocket of the user or upon 
any suitable form of support to which it 
may be desired to attach the same. 
A still further object of the invention is 

to provide a compact, economically con 
structed and conveniently operated case or 
receptacle for holding a plurality of clinical 
thermometers or the like which is prefer 

is ably intended to be carried in the pocket of 
the user, but which is also serviceable for 
the purpose provided regardless of its use 
as a holder for pocket instruments. 
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To these and other ends the invention re 
sides in certain implovements and combi 
nations of parts, all as will be hereinafter 
more fully described, the novel features be 
ing pointed out in the claims at the end of 
the specification. - 

in the drawings:-- 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a reçep 

tacle embodying one form of the invention; 
Figure 2 is a side elevation of the same: 
Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2 

with the closures moved to a position from 
which they may be swung as indicated by 
dotted lines to permit withdrawal of the 
instruments from the receptacles. 

Figure 4 is an enlarged sectional eleva 
tion, taken centrally of the casings and illus 
trating the manner of supporting the ther 
mometers therein. 

Figure 5 is a sectional plan taken on line 
59-5 of Figure 1; and 
Figure 6 is a sectional plan taken on line 

6-6 of Figure 1. 
Sinhilar reference numerals throughout 

the several views indicate the same parts. 
in the present embodiment of the inven 

tion a plurality of casings or receptacles are 
provided embodying a unitary section com 
prising the tubes 10 and 11 and a unitary 
closure Section embodying the caps or clo 
sures 12 and 13therefor, respectively. The 
casing tubes and closures are constructed of 
any suitable material such as thin sheet 
metal and are each provided with a coating 
of enamel which may be of different colors 
for distinguishing the character or particu 
lar use for which the thermometers or. other 
articles carried therein are intended. 
The casings 10 and 11 are provided at one 

end with bands 14 and 15 which are united 
to connect the casings pl’eferably by solder 
ing as indicated at 16 in Figure 6. The 
casings ai'e also connected at their opposite 
ends, preferably by the bands 17 and 18 
which are also secured one to another by 
soldering as indicated at 19 and 20 in Figure 
5. This method of connecting the tubes per 
mits them to be brought relatively close to 
gether, since the soldering material is ap 
plied only on opposite sides of the adjoin 
ing surfaces of the tube as shown. How 
ever, any other suitable connecting means 
for the tubes may be provided if desired. 
The closures 12 and 13 are also preferably 
connected by a pair of bands 21 and 22 
which are united by soldering in the man 
ner indicated in Figure 5. The bands 17 
and 21 are provided with looped extensions 
23 and 24, respectively, which are projected 
preferably to a point midway between the 
tubes in spaced relation thereto as shown in 
Figures 1 and 5, for a purpose hereinafter 
set forth. The looped extension 24 has one 
end of a retaining member 25 secured there 
in which is preferably in the form of a stem 
while the extension 23 forms a guide for 
said member, the free end of which is pro 
vided with a head or suitable enlargement 
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26 for limiting the outward movement of 
the stem and thus preventing accidental loss 
of the closure unit from the case. The stem 
also forms a guide for the closure unit in 
returning the latter to closing position and 
facilitates the insertion of the closure unit 
upon the ends 27 of the casing tubes 10 and 

00 

11, said ends being beveled as indicated at 
28 to further facilitate the insertion of the 
closure unit thereon. The head 26 of the stem is adapted during 
the insertion of the closure unit upon the 
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casing unit to engage suitable means for ef 
fecting an outward thrust of the free end 
of the stem and a consequent deflection of 
the stem so that a binding action will be 
afforded between the sieeve 23 and that por 
tion of the stem therein, whereby to affol'd 
in effect clamping means for holding the 
closure unit upon the casing unit. Any suit 
able means may be provided for this pur 
pose, such as the plate 29, interposed be 
tween the tubes 10 and 11, which is prefera 
bly in the form of a bowed spring adapted 
to project slightly beyond the tubes 10 and 
11 for a purpose hereinafter set forth. The 
plate 29 is suitably connected with the bands 
17 and 18 as by soldering and its free end 
tapers to extend inwardly into engagement 
with the walls of the tubes 10 and 11 as in 
dicated at 30 in Figures 1 and 6, said tapered 
end being free to slide upon said wall when 
slightly depressed by the stem 25 as when 
the latter is moved in wardly from the posi 
tion shown in Figure 3. The stem 25 and 
spring plate 29 are adapted to engage the 
outer and inner surfaces, respectively, of 
the pocket wall to securely hold the case 
within the pocket of the user, although these 
members cooperate to inaintain the closure 
unit upon the casing unit i'egardless of 
whether the receptacle is carried within or 
without the pocket. However, the tapered 
head on the stem 25 and the slight projec 
tion of the springs beyond the walls of the 
casing, together with the fact that the 
spring is inclined inwardly from its point 
of engagement with the head as indicated at 
31 in Figure 2, facilitates the application of 
the receptacle to the pocket wall as will be 
readily understood. The spring also tends 
to force the head outwardly, thus acting to 
press the stem against the inner face of the 
outer wall of the loop 23 whereby the closure 
unit is more firmly held upon the casing 
member, the stem 25 being more or less 
yieldable and adapted to assume its non'mal 
position when freed as indicated in Figure 
3, it being understood that the opening of 
the loop 23 is made slightly larger than the 
diameter of the stem to afford the best re 
sults in the use of the receptacle. 
The closure unit may easily be withdrawn 

to the position indicated by full lines in 
Figure 3 and then rotated about the axis of 
the stem to the dotted line position in order 

that either one or both of the thermometers 
32 and 33 or other articles carried by the 
receptacle may readily be withdrawn at will. 
The thermometers are yieldably support 

ed within the casing by any suitable means, 
such as the recessed holders 34 which are 
carried by the springs 35 supported by the 
yoke-shaped members 36 which are prefera 
bly extended to a point adjacent the top of 
the casing as indicated in Figure 4. 
The outer ends of the thermometers are 

engaged and held by a yieldable packing 
material 37 disposed within the closure ele 
ments 12 and 13 as shown in Figure 4. 
The several bands upon the closure and 

casing units are secured thereon preferably 
by striking outwardly at the desired points 
the material of the several sections as best 
indicated at 38 in Figures 4 and 5. 
We claim as our invention: - 
1. In a device of the class described, a 

container unit defining two sections, a clo 
sure unit defining two cap sections, a slida 
ble connection between the two units, sym 
metrically disposed relatively to the sections 
of each unit, said connection permitting 
relative axial and rotary movement of the 
units, and means for acting upon the slid 
ing connection, when the closure unit is in 
closing position, to resist disengagement of 
the units. 
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2. In a device of the class described, a 
container unit embodying a plurality of sec 
tions, a closure unit embodying a plurality 
of Sections, of a stem carried by the closure 
units, and a spring carried by the container 
units upon which the stem is adapted to 
slide to normally prevent accidental dis 
placement of one unit upon the other, said 
stem being arranged to function as a clasp 
for Securing the receptacle within the pocket 
of a user. - 

3. In a device of the character described, 
a container unit embodying a plurality of 
Sections, a closure lumit embodying a plu 
rality of Sections, a guide upon one of the 
units, a stem upon the other unit adapted to 
frictionally engage said guide, and a mem 
ber upon the guide carrying unit adapted to 
cooperate with the stem to maintain it in 
frictional engagement with the guide. 
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