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This invention relates to improvements in a fingernail 
protector. 
One of the objects of the present invention is to pro 

vide a fingernail protector which is cheap to construct, 
which is easy to slip upon the finger, and which has a 
built in protecting strip adapted to engage between an 
extending end of fingernail and the finger itself so as to 
positively position the protector and to give additional 
support to the fingernail. 

Other objects and advantages of this invention will ap 
pear from the accompanying drawings and description and 
the essential features thereof will be summarized in the 
claim. 

in the drawings, 
F.G. 1 is a perspective view of my improved fingernail 

protector; 
FiG. 2 is a plan view of the fingernail protector of FIG. 

1 taken from the side that lies underneath the finger of 
the wearer; 
FG. 3 is a top plan view of the device of FiGS. 1 

and 2 taken from the side which would lie along the 
back of a human finger; 

F.G. 4 is an end elevational view of the device; while 
FIG. 5 is a top plan view similar to FIG. 3 and show 

ing a modification. 
My invention comprises a unitary fingernail protector 

adapted to be cheaply formed either from a single piece 
of resilient sheet metal or preferably to be molded from 
a suitable plastic such as polystyrene, polyvinyl chloride 
or polyethylene and the like. 
My device comprises a combined back and outer end 

portion indicated generally at 9 with the outer end por 
tion designated 16a. The back has two wing portions 
1 curving away from it in opposite directions so as to 
extend around a finger and to clamp the device upon such 
a finger, it will be readily understood that the unstressed 
position of these wing portions as shown in the drawings 
encompasses a circle slightly less than the largest size 
finger upon which it is intended to be clamped so that the 
wing portions are slightly expanded when it is clamped 
upon a finger. A novel nail Supporting strip 12 is posi 
tioned between the wing portions A and the outer end Ca 
of the protector. This strip, as shown, is unitary with 
the back and end portion 0 and extends from side to 
side of the outer end portion generally parallel thereto 
as clearly seen in FIG. 4 and in a position to lie between 
the outer end of an extending fingernail and the portion 
of the finger directly beneath it. 
From an examination of FIG. 4, it is easily seen that 

if the device were made of metal, a piece of tubular ma 
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terial having approximately the diameter shown by the 
parts 16 and Ali in FiG. 4 could be cut away to provide 
the wing portions 15 and the supporting strip A2 could 
be cut out of the tubular material and bent toward the 
opposite side until it arrived at the position shown in 
F.G. 4. The construction of the device out of moldable 
piastic material needs no description here as such art is 
well known. 
The modification of F.G. 5 is in all respects like the 

first described form except that a window 13 extends 
through the back 16’ and outer end portion 10a' in posi 
tion to register with the nail of a user when the protector 
is in place so that a nail may be examined or polish ap 
plicd thereto. 

it is thus seen that I have contrived a fingernail pro 
tector which, when applied to the finger of a wearer while 
nail polish is drying or at any time when the fingernail 
needs protection, is heid in position partly by the wing 
portions Ei and partly by the positive engagement of the 
support strip 2 between the extending end of the finger 
nail and the adjacent portion of the finger which lends 
additional support to the fingernail and also positively 
prevents the device from being pushed too far down on 
the finger itself. 
What is claimed is: 
A fingernail protector adapted to underlie and support 

the distal portion of a long fingernaii of a human finger 
in which the nail extends relatively far beyond the end of 
the finger, said protector comprising a unitary structure 
of stiff resilient material having a combined back and 
outer end portion arcuate in section and adapted to over 
lie the fingernail on a human finger, said back having two 
wing portions at one end and an outer distal portion at 
the other end, said wing portions being located on the 
underside of the back and curving away from said back 
in opposite directions in position to clamp around said 
finger, a nail supporting strip on the underside of the 
back between said wing portions and said outer end, said 
strip being unitary with and extending on the underside 
of the back from one side to the other side thereof, said 
strip having a central portion arcuate and substantially 
uniformly spaced from said outer end portion and two 
end portions curved toward and integrally connected with 
said back, the central portion of said strip positioned to 
contact and support the underside of the distal portion 
of the nail that extends beyond the finger, the edge of 
the strip adjacent the wing portions abutting the end of 
the finger to thereby help position said protector thereon. 
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