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1. 
This invention relates to applicator sticks used 

in surgical treatments of the body. 
It is an object of the present invention to pro 

vide an applicator stick which can be broken to 
form two separate applicator sticks by a clean 
break of the same at a weakened section of the 
stick and at the middle of the original applica 
tor stick and wherein there will be provided, ad 
jacent said weakened section, indentations, barbs 
or projections for the purpose of maintaining 
upon the Stick a pledget of cotton which may 
be wound upon the same and which will prevent 
the removal of the cotton upon the end of the 
stick while the stick is being used in the treat 
ment of the body. 
Other objects of the present invention are to 

provide a separable applicator stick which can be 
divided into two sticks without the same being 
split at the break ends, which is of simple con 
struction, inexpensive to manufacture and con 
venient to use. 

For a better understanding of the invention, 
reference may be had to the following detailed 
description taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawing, in which 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my applicator 
stick part which has been severed, 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view taken 
generally on line 2-2 of Fig. 1, 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged perspective view of one 
stick having a knurled formation thereon to re 
tain the cotton, 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of the 
end of the stick on which barbs are formed to re 
tain cotton, 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged perspective view of a stick 
end which has been formed by cutting the Sur 
face of the stick, 

Fig. 6 is a side elevational view of the Single 
applicator stick from which the two divided sticks 
are made, With the Weakened portion being in 
the middle and with the roughened portion lying 
adjacent to the weakened section and adapted to 
receive cotton, 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary and enlarged view of 
the middle of the initial stick and looking upon 
the weakened section thereof. 

Referring now to the figures and more particu 
larly to Figs. 6 and 7, there is shown a single ap 
plicator Stick 0 from which separate sticks may 
be made by bending as illustrated on dotted lines 
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in Fig. 6 so that the stick will break in the re 
gion of its weakened portion to form separate 
sticks 2. Adjacent to the weakened section 
are roughened portions f3 about which cotton 
can be extended and retained as the stick is used. 
The Section can be formed by rolling or cut 
ting a groove into the applicator stick at the 
middle of the same. Accordingly, when the stick 
is bent, it will break at the weakened section i? 
and this break will be clean and free of loosened 
splinters. The outer ends of the stick will also 
have a roughened portion 3 so that the cotton 
as indicated at 4 can be connected at either end 
of the stick 0 or at either end of a divided 
stick 2. 
The usual stick is smooth at its end and does 

not retain very well the pledget of cotton. Even 
though the Stick is made of wood and has a tend 
ency to be somewhat rough it does not fully or 
adequately retain the cotton on the stick. The 
roughened portion 3 can be formed in different 
ways as by crushing to splinter the wood at its 
Surface So as to provide notches or indentations 
therein, as illustrated in Fig. 5. The surface of 
the stick Will be splintered to some extent so 
as to catch the fine fibers of the cotton. 
The stick may be knurled as shown in Fig. 3 

so as to provide diagonally extending notches 5 
Over the surface and raised portions 6. The 
cotton Will fill the diagonal notches 5 and will 
be restrained thereon by abutment with the raised 
portions 6. 

If desired the portion 3 can be formed by 
barbing the end of the stick to provide barbs 7 
thereon, arranged in circular rows with the barbs 
of alternate rows offset respectively with the 
barbs of the rows therebetween. The barbs will 
accordingly be staggered with respect to one an 
other throughout the length of the portion. 

If the user of the stick does not require for his 
Operation the full applicator stick 10 and can 
uSe a shorter stick or desires to be economical 
in the use of the sticks because of a shortage of 
Supply, the usual applicator stick to can be broken 
in two at the weakened section and two ap 
plicator sticks will be formed. Each of the two 
applicator sticks will have roughened portions at 
both ends of the stick. The only difference be 
tween the divided stick and the original stick 
is, that it is shorter, 
The projections may consist of one or various 
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combinations of the above or together with any 
other geometrical shapes and designs. 
While various changes may be made in the de 

tail construction, it shall be understood that Such 
changes shall be within the spirit and scope of 
the present invention as defined by the appended 
claim. 
I claim: 
An applicator stick having rough portions at 

the opposite ends of the same to retain cotton 
thereon against Slippage, a weakened section in 
termediate the length of the stick to permit a 
clean break of the stick in two and to provide 
two applicator sticks, and roughened portions ad 
jacent the Weakened section and at opposite sides 5 

5 

4 
thereof whereby to provide sticks when the break 
has been made With roughened portions at the 
opposite ends of the same. 
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