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" To all whom it may concermn: .

Be it known that I, NICHOLAS RAPPLEYEA,
of Rochester, in the county of Monroe and
State of New York, have invented certain

5 new and useful Improvements in Burial Cases

or Caskets, of which the following is aspecifi-
cation. : )

The aim of this invention is to improve the
appearance and provide for the more eco-

10 nomical manufacture of those caskets or cases

which consist of a wooden or equivalent body
-covered by cloth or other fabric on the exterior.

To this end the invention has reference to
the peculiar method of applying the cloth, by

15 which I am enabled materially to reduce the

amount of cloth required to cover a casket of
given size, to greatly reduce the amount of
Tabor necessary in the application of the cov-
ering, and to permit the employment of un-

20 skilled labor in the place of the highly skilled

and expensive labor hitherto required.
Theinvention consists, briefly stated, in pre-

paring the jacket or eovering of cloth of a size

somewhat smaller than the casket by sewing

25 .or stitching pieces of suitable form together,

30

35 secured in place by nails or tacks.

and subsequently applying the endless cover-
ing thus formed by stretching the same in place
over the easket, and securing it by tacks or
other suitable means.

In the manufacture of cloth-covered caskets,
as hitherto praeticed, it has been, I believe,
~the universal practice to apply the’ covering

in separate pieces or sections, which were

stretehed one after another upon the body and
Four
pieces of cloth are employed and applied to the
respective ends and sides. Inthe application
of thefabricit was necessary tostreteh orstrain
the same severely, and inasmuch as the fabrie

40 was injured by the contact of the operators

45 intheartas ‘‘band-bolds.”’

hands, it was the practice to make the sections
-of alength considerably greater than actually
required to cover the casket, the extensions ab
the ends forming what are technically known
These ends, after
the cloth was applied, were either removed as
waste, or, if suffered to remain, covered by the
application of the fabric at the ends. The
usaal practice is to apply the two sections

" 50 of cloth at the sides of the casket, extending

5

t them around or upon the ends of the same

and nailing them fast thereto, after which the
end sections were applied to cover the ex-
tremities of the side sections, and nailed in
placein like manner, their edges being turned
under to give a finish, or the joint covered by
means of ornamental trimming material. Un-
der my improved system I am enabled to em-
ploy a quantity of fabric insufficient to cover
the casket without being stretched. The sec-
tions cut to proper form ave stitched together
at their edges, in such manner as to form an
endless band or sack of such form and size
that it may be stretched into place over the
casket from the lower side, the casket being
usually of diminished size at the base.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figures 1, 2, and 3 are views illustrating the
ordinary method of applying the covering to
a caskef. TFigs. 4, 5, 6, and 7 dre views illus-
trating my improved method of construecting
and applying the covering.

~In proceeding to cover the casket in the or-
dinary manner, the first step is to provide, as
shown in Fig. 1, four pieces of cloth, A and B,
the two side pieces, A, being made of alength
greater than that of the casket. One of these
pieces, béing nailed to one end of the caslet, is
then stretched along its side and upon the op-
positeend, itsend being grasped and stretched
to apply the proper tension thereto, and while
thus stretched nailed fastto thebody, asshown
in Fig. 2. The covering for the oppositeside
is then applied in like manner, after which
the end pieces, B, are applied and nailed in
place over the ends of the side pieces, as rep-
resented in Fig. 3.

In proceeding to cover a casket in accord-
ance with my invention, I provide either two
pieces of fabric; as shown in Fig. 4, or four
pieces, as shown in Fig. 5, of suitable width,
and of such length that when joined end to
end they will form an endless band or sack of
2 size insufficient to encircle the body of the
caskef. ‘

The sections employed in earrying out my
method may be made of a length considerably
less than those employed in the ordinary pro-
cess, for the reason that it is unnecessary to.
provide them with the extension or hand-holds
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-ends, thus producing the finished sack or cov-
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ab their ends. The sections, after being cut
to their proper form, as before referred to, are
stitched or sewed securely together at their

ering, such as represented in Fig. 6. This
sack 1s then applied by stretching over the
casket and sliding it into position thereon,
tacks, glue, or other means of fastening the |
same in position being then applied.  There-
sult of the operation is a casket such as rep-
resented in Fig. 7, having a smooth, finished
exterior, presenting to the eye an appearance
much more attractive than those covered in
the ordinary manner. »

In practice I find that by my method of ap-
plying the covering I am enabled to save on
each casket of average size from one-eighth to
one-fourth of a yard of covering material, and
also to reduce the amount of time required to
such an extent as to essentially lessen the cost
of construetion.

One great advantage arising from the use
of & covering such as herein described lies
in the fact that there is no danger of the fabric
being discolored or injured by the oxidation of
thenails employed, as frequently happens with
those caskets which are covered in the ordi-

nary manner. |

N

I propose to manufacture endless casket-
coverings such as herein deseribed, and as
represented in Fig. 6, and to place the same
in the market as an article of trade.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is—

1. Theherein-described method of covering
burial cases or caskets with cloth, the same
consisting in forming an endless band or sack
ofagizeless than that of the casket, and stretch-
ing thesame into position over the casket, as
described. )

2. As a new article of manufacture, a cov-
ering for a casket, consisting of an endless
sack or band open at the top and bottom, as
described and shown. )

3. As a new article of manufacture, a coffin
having its body covered with cloth composed
of two or more longitudinal sections having
their ends stitched together,with the seam on
their inner side,

NICHOLAS RAPPLEYEA.
Witnesses:

~J. 8. SEXTON,
GEO. W. LOGAN.
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