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(Cl. 211–43) 1 Claim. 

This inwention relates generally to book ends, 
and more particularly to elastic means, Such aS 
rubber bands or cords, for connecting the book 
ends together at the base, whereby it is possible 
to dispense With the lip that extends under the 
book and at the same time make the book ends 
of lighter and more attractive material, since the 
rubber bands prewent the books from Slipping out 
Of p?ace, and it is therefore no longer meceSSary 
to depend on weight for this result. 

A. further Object Of my invention is to prOWide 
nowel, means for Connecting the elastic elementS 
to the book ends. 
With the fOregoing and Other Objects in View 

that will appear as the nature of my inwention is 
better UnderStOOd, the Same consists in the nowel 
features of construction, combination and ar 
rangement Of partS ilustrated in the accom 
panying dra Wings and more particularly pointed 
Out in the appended claim. 

In the accompanying dra Wings, which are for 
ilustrative purposes only and are therefore not 
dra Wm t0 Scale: x 

Figure 1 is a Side View, ilustrating the appli 
cation of my inwention to a pair of Wooden book 
endS. 

Figure 2 is a bottom plan View, With parts 
broken a Way. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged detail section, taken 
On line 3–8 Of Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is a Vertical transVerse Section, taken 
Online 4–4 Of Figure 3. 

Figure 5 is a Wertical transwerse Section, taken 
Online 5-5 Of Figure 4. 

Figure 6 is a detail fragmentary wiew of the 
inner face Of One Of the book ends and aSSociated 
parts, and 

Figure 7 is a detail perspective wiew of one of 
the attaching elements for the elastic Connecting 
1631l:S. 
Referring to the drawings for a more particu 

lar description of my invention, and in which 
drawings like parts are designated by like refer 
ence characters throughout the Seweral ViewS, A 
designates the Wooden book ends, B the elastic 
means for Connecting the book ends together at 
the base and C the attaching elements for the 
ends Of the elastic Connecting means. 
The elastic connecting means B is preferably 

in the form of two or more rubber bands , and 
the attaching elements C for the elastic Connect 
ing means preferably constructed from Wire rods, 
each comprising a Straight elongated body por 
tion 2 formed at its outer end with a U-shaped 
hook 3, and at its inner end with a right-angu 
larly bent handle 4. The body portions 2 of the 
attaching elements C slidably fit in correspond 
ing openings 5 in the base of the Wooden book 
ends A, and the hooks 3 are adapted to receive 
the corresponding ends of the rubber bands f. 
The handles 4. normally Seat in the right-angle 
grooves 6 in the bottom surface of the book ends. 
The right-angle grooves 6 consist of the straight 
outer members 1 and the Straight transwerse 
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inner members 8, formed at their Outer ends with 
the finger receiving recesses 9. 

In practice, to connect the ends of the rubber 
bands i to the hooks 3, the finger nail is engaged 
Under the Outer end Of the handle 4 and the 
latter Swung into a perpendicular position. The 
handle 4 is then pushed to the Outer end of the 
outer portion I of the right-angled groove 6, 
Which causes the Outer end of the body portion 2 
and hook 3 to extend beyond the book Supporting 
Side Wall of the book end, as shown in the dotted 
line position Of Figure 4. The ends Of the rubber 
bands i are then engaged With the hooks 3, and 
the handles 4 pushed backWard?y to the inner 
ends of the Outer portions 7 of the right-angled 
grooves 6 and SWung upwardly until Seating in 
the inner portions 8 of the latter. 
In this Way, the ends of the rubber bands are 

Securely attached to the book ends, but may be 
replaced by new bands in the ewent of breakage. 
The Outer ends of the Outer portions 7 of the 
right-angled groOVes 6 alte formed with annular 
recesses i to accommodate the hoOk:S 3 and end:S 
Of the rubber bands. 
From the fOregoing deScription taken in COI? 

nection with the drawings, it is thought that the 
construction, operation and advantages of my 
inwention will be readily understood Without re 
quiring a more extended explanation. 
Having described my inwention, what I claim 

as new and desire to Secure by Letters Patent is: 
In combination With a pair of book ends, each 

formed in its base With a right-angled groove and 
With a transwerse opening eXtending from One 
portion of Said groove and terminating in an an 
nular recess, elastic bands detachably connecting 
the book ends together at their bases, attaching 
elements for detachably securing the ends of the 
elastic bands to the bookends, Said elements Com 
prising Wire rods slidably mounted in Said trans 
werse openings and formed at their Outer ends 
with U-shaped hooks normally Seating in Said 
annular recesses and at their inner ends With 
right-angularly bent handles normally Seating in 
the Other portions of Said right-angied groOVes, 
said, handles being adapted to be swung into a 
position perpendicular to the bases of the book 
ends to permit Sliding movement of the attaching 
wire rods to a position in which the U-shaped 
hookslie Outside the annular receSSes. 

JOYCE. M. SOOTER. 
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