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“assignors, by mesne assigmnents, to Whirlpool-Seeger
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22 Claims. (Cl. 20—35)

This invention relates to door structures but more par-
ticularly to a fabricated-type of door adapted for use
with refrigerator cabinets.

In the past refrigerator cabinet doors have generally
been fashioned as a shallow shell-like pan or outer liner
to which was added suitable reinforcement in the form
of diagonal bracing members, while the open side of the
pan was covered with a low-heat conducting non-metallic
sheet such, for instance, as a high impact polystyrene
plastic, to provide an inner pan or liner therefor. Said
outer liner or pan most usually resulted from die-forming
operations which involved drawing side-walls on a sheet
of material to provide a shell-like liner having a front wall
with top, bottom and side walls extending therefrom.
After initially drawing the top, bottom and side walls
the marginal edges thereof were usually inwardly turned
to provide a flange or ledge for supporting the inner pan
or liner thereupon. Such die-forming procedures are
extremely expensive not only because of the initial cost
of the dies, which generally have to be replaced when
even slight modifications of design or appearance are
involved, but also because of the high cost of labor
incident to operations of this character. Furthermore,
the die-forming of doors in this manner is not entirely
satisfactory because of the physical limitations imposed
on the depths of the draws in order to avoid cracking or
checking of the material from which the shell or pan
is formed. Such limitations, of course, greatly hamper
and restrict the activities of the stylist or designer when
improvements or changes in appearance are made thereon
and thus door structures so fashioned generally leave
much to be desired from this standpoint as well. In
addition, die-formed doors of this character are not
readily adaptable for accommodating the various decora-
tive materials which presently are finding favor for orna-
mental affixment to the exterior of a refrigerator cabinet
door in order to improve the appearance thereof, or to
blend the door into the decorative scheme of the room
in which such cabinet may be located.

A feature of the present invention is concerned with
the provision of a door siructure that will not be subject
to the hereinabove mentioned objectionable limitations
of the prior die-formed assemblies, and which, addition-
ally, will offer advantages not heretofore attainable in
structures of this character. It is a principal object,
therefore, of this invention to provide a novel fabricated
refrigerator door structure wherein the top, bottom and
side wall therefor are separately fashioned from the other
wall panels that form a part of such structure.

Another important object is to provide novel and
readily removable trim means disposed about the edge
of the door, which trim in one instance may cooperate
with the outer panel thereof to improve the appearance
of the door, and which in another instance may cooperate
with the outer panel additionally to fixedly position a
sheathing of decorative material against the surface of
said panel.
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Another object is to provide a resilient, longitudinally
extending and removable trim member having an inner
portion that is compressible for positioning between a
retaining member disposed adjacent the edge of a cabinet
door and the outer panel of said door, and an outer por-
tion that is positionable against marginal edge portions
of said outer door panel for improving the overall appear-
ance of the door.

Another object is to provide a resilient and readily
removable member adapted for being frictionally sup-
ported adjacent the marginal edges of the outer panel of
a cabinet door at the same time that it also frictionally
engages a sheathing of decorative material to thereby
securely position said material against the outer panel of
said door.

Another object is to provide a simple yet ruggedly con-
structed door structure which may readily be inexpen-
sively fabricated without the use of costly and compli-
cated die-forming equipment and machinery, and which,
further, is sufficiently flexible of arrangement as to be
fashionable for use either as a right-hand or a left-hand
door.

A further object is to provide a door having novel and
versatile means associated therewith for fixedly position-
ing a decorative sheathing against the outer panel of the
door, and for further accommodating sheathings of vari-
ous thicknesses.

A still further object is to provide a door structure
having trim carrying and supporting means fashioned
integral with the top, bottom and side walls thereof.

A vyet still further object is to provide a door structure
having a continuous peripheraily extending channel or
annular- recess adjacent the outer edges thereof, which
channel or recess is adapted for supportingly receiving
a removable trim strip.

Other objects and advantages will be understood and
will become more apparent from the following description
when read in conjunction with the drawings in which:

Fig. 1 is a front plan view of a refrigerator door em-
bodying the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a horizontal section taken on line 2—2 of
Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a vertical section taken on line 3—3 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a door frame structure
without the panels affixed thereto;

Fig, 5 is a vertical sectional view similar to Fig. 3 but
shown with a sheathing of decorative material in position
against the outer panel of the door;

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary section in enlarged dimension
taken on line 6—6 of Fig. 1 and showing the detail of
the trim assembly;

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view similar to Fig. 6
but shown with a sheathing of decorative material posi-
tioned against the outer panel of the door;

Fig. 8 is a plan view in enlarged dimension of the con-
necting bracket for the frame ends;

Fig. 9 is a sectional view taken on line 9—9 of Fig. 4;

Fig. 10 is a partial front plan view of a refrigerator
door embodying the present invention and showing par-
ticularly the details of the front panel insert assembly;

Fig. 11 is a sectional view, in enlarged dimension, taken
on line 11—11 of Fig. 10 but shown with a sheathing of
decorative material positioned against the outer panel of
the door;

Fig. 12 is a sectional view, in enlarged dimension, taken
on line 12-—12 of Fig. 10 and shown with a sheathing of
decorative material positioned against the outer panel of
the door; and

Fig. 13.1s a horizontal section taken on line 13—13 of
Fig. 10.

In the illustrative development selected for depicting



3

a preferred embodiment of the present invention a ver-
tically mounted refrigerator cabinet door is shown and
indicated generally by the reference numeral 10. The
use- of such a door on refrigerated cabinets is well under-
stood hence it is felt unnecessary to further illustrate the
specific application thereof to a suitable cabinet. Suffice
it to say the door may be hingedly mounted by suitable
hinges (not shown) and likewise provided with a latch-
ing mechanism (not shown) as is customary, but since
these elements form no part of the present invention the
details thereof are not illustrated herein.

The proposed door in accordance with one specific
application of the teachings of the present invention, may
be fabricated with a separate or independent outer frame
or shell 11 to which an outer panel member 12 and an
inner panel member 13 are secured, as hereinafter de-
scribed, with suitable heat insulating, material 13a posi-
tioned between said panels. The shell or casing 11 is
fashioned, preferably, as a peripherally extending frame-
like assembly (see Fig. 4) with a wall member 14 having
three flange-like members projecting inwardly therefrom.
One edge of said wall member 14 may be bent over or
inwardly turned to provide a rear wall flanged ledge por-
tion 15 while the opposite edge of said wall member 14
(Figs. 6 and 7) may be bent back upon itself, as indicated
at 16, and the edge thereof subsequently inwardly turned,
as shown, to provide a flange 17 parallel to and spaced
from the flange 15. The bent-back portion 16 may also
be bent over or inwardly turned to provide a flange or
angle-like retaining member 18 parallel to and spaced
from the flanges 15 and 17. While any suitable means
may be used for forming the inwardly extending flange-
like portions 15, 17 and 18 it has been found that the
flanges 17 and 18 may be readily formed by means of a
conventional “Yoder” roll while the flange 15 may be
fashioned in any well known manner. An off-set 19 may,
if desired, be suitably embossed, rolled or otherwise fash-
ioned in the wall member 14 to provide more rigidity
for said member as well as to enhance the esthetic appeal
of the structure. The casing 11 may be conveniently
and economically formed by utilizing a single longitudi-
nally extending strip-like member that is subsequently
bent to form the corners and the four sided frame or
shell illustrated, in which case the ends of the strip may
be suitably secured together by means of welding, or the
like, to a connecting or seaming bracket 20. If desired,
of course, diagonal, transverse and corner cross bracing
members (not shown) may also be provided in accordance
with practices well known in the art' for increasing the
rigidity of door structures.

A resilient door gasket seal 21, having a longitudinally
extending opening 22 along one edge thereof that opens
into a pocket 23 therein, is positioned against said rear
wall ledge portion 15 and may be secured thereto by
suitable means, such as the self tapping screws 24 which
are threaded into aligned openings spaced at' intervals
around said ledge.

The inner panel 13, of the door 11, is fashioned pref-
erably from a non-metallic low-heat conducting ma-
terial contoured as illustrated herein, but which may be
contoured otherwise if desired without departing from
the spirit of the present invention. The marginal edge
portions of said panel, however, preferably are flat with
all of said edge portions lying in the same horizontal
plane, while the thickness of the panel may be varied at
will. A plurality of openings along the marginal edges
of said panel, and spaced at intervals to correspond with
the interval spacing of the openings 154 in the flanged
ledge 15, are provided to receive the screws 24 by means
of which both the said panel and gasket-seal are affixed
to said door ledge.

The outer panel member %2 is shown as having a very
slight horizontal as well as. vertical crown in. the .cross-
section thereof but it will be understood it may be other-
wise contoured if desired. Said panel is.fashioned, pref-
erably, of a metallic material and the marginal edge por-
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tions thereof, which are flat and lying in the same plane,
are slightly offset from the plane of the crowned portion
thereof. The offset 25 which extends continuously
around the panel is provided for purposes which will sub-
sequently be more fully explained. Said panel may be
secured by spot welding a plurality of points along the
periphery of the marginal edges thereof, as indicated at
26, to the outer surface of the flange-like portion 17,
of the frame 11, and thereby provide a very strong and
rigid door structure assembly. A diverging space between
the flange 17 and the offset portion 23 of said panel may
be filled with a suitable bituminous asphalt, or like seal-
ing compound as indicated at 27, to assure a good mois-
ture seal adjacent the spot-welded marginal area of the
panel 12.

When the flange-like retainer portion 18 is spaced from
the flange 17 a distance somewhat greater than the thick-
ness of the outer panel 12, as illustrated, there is created
an annular recess or slot-like opening 28 adjoining the
marginal edges of said flanges which opens inwardly
thereof. In order to close or cover this gap or slotted
opening: and thereby provide a neat and finished appear-
ance for the door structure there is provided a sealing
trim member 29 which is so disposed that it bridges said
gap and additionally overlaps and conceals the exposed
edge of the flanged retainer portion 18. The proposed
trim member 29 is fashioned, preferably, of a compres-
sible -and resilient material and may be fabricated as a
unitary strip or frame-like assembly that is preformed
to correspond substantially with the peripheral contour
of the slotted opening or annularly extending pocket 28.
While any suitable resilient and compressible material
may be used in the manufacture of said trim strip it has
been found that either a rubber or a vinyl plastic compo-
sition provide excellent results.

The novel trim member is fashioned with a substan-
tially. hollow longitudinally extending body that includes
an inner substantially circular-shaped portion 39, and an
outer portion 31 joined thereto by oppositely disposed
reentrant portions 32 and 33 which serve to give said
outer portion a generally trapezoidal shape. A trans-
versely disposed and longitudinally extending rib member
34, fashioned, preferably, integral therewith, joins op-
posite sides of said inner and outer portions and divides
the interior of said trim member into two hollow sec-
tions 35 and 36, respectively, one adjacent each side of
said. rib. The rib as thus disposed serves to limit trans-
verse distortion and to prevent collapse of said trim upon
being. compressed. The inner portion 30, of said trim,
is adapted for compressible positioning within the annular
recess. 28, formed by the flanges 17 and 18, while the
adjoining outer portion 31, which projects beyond the
edge of the retainer flange 18, fits against the outer panel
12 and additionally covers the exposed edge of said re-
tainer flange 18, fits against the outer panel 12 and addi-
tionally covers the exposed edge of said retainer flange.
As illustrated, it will be noted the marginal edge of said
outer panel terminates short of the bent-back portion 16,
of the wall member 14, so that when the trim member 29
is in place the inner portion 39 thereof is able to com-
pressibly engage both of the spaced apart flanges 17 and
18, while the reentrant portion 32 thereof fits closely
around and substantially hides the exposed edge of the
retainer flange 18 and the oppositely disposed reentrant
portion 33 contacts the flat marginal edge portion of said
outer panel. At the same time one surface of the trape-
zoidal-shaped outer portion 31 presses tightly against the
offset portion 25, of the outer panel 12 while another side
portion thereof bridges the open gap between the flange
18 and the outer panel 12 to greatly enhance the appear-
ance of the assembly. If desired, of course, said trim
member may be colored or otherwise treated to further
improve the. appearance of the door or to blend the trim
into a particular decorative scheme.

In the embodiment of the invention illustrated in Figs.
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5, 7, 11 and 12 a decorative sheathing 37 has been
positioned against the outer panel 12, otherwise the door
structure is identical with that heretofore described and
the same reference characters apply to corresponding
parts and elements.

The decorative sheathing 37 may be any suitable ma-
terial adaptable for such purposes and may include
various plastic sheets or film either colored or otherwise
decorated, or it may include various types of fabrics
likewise colored or treated with a suitable decorative
design that blends or harmonizes with the surroundings
or decor of the area in which the proposed door and its
associated cabinet may be located. The decorative
sheathing may be positioned against the outer surface of
the panel without the {rim member 29 in place so that
when said trim is squeezed or compressed into position
beneath the flange 18 and outer portion 31 thereof will
overlie and frictionally engage edge portions of the fabric
tending at the same time to stretch the material tightly
against the panel. The edges of the material may be cut
sufficiently long to extend far enough into the recess 28
so that the circular inner portion 36 of said trim will also
frictionally engage said material and thus provide an
additional securing means therefor. Since the trim mem-
ber is resilient and readily compressible it will be ap-
preciated that no change in the structure or the dimen-
sions thereof will be required to add a decorative sheath-
ing to the initial door assembly.

‘While only one preferred mode of application of the
decorative sheathing has been described it will be under-
stood that this is not the only manner in which the
sheathing may be applied to the structure of the present
invention, hence no such specified limitation should be
placed thereon. It will be readily seen, however, that
the proposed arrangement provides a very simple, effec-
tive and novel means for removably affixing a decorative
sheathing to a refrigerator door and for tightly stretching
the sheathing over the surface of the door so that it will
present a neat and orderly appearance.

In order to adapt a door structure of the character
proposed herein to use either as a right-hand or a left-
hand opening door, there is provided a panel-like insert
38 (Fig. 10) which is disposed so as to extend trans-
versely of the outer panel 12 of the door. Said insert
may be fashioned of any material suitable for embellish-
ment or contouring so as to further enhance the decora-
tive appeal of the door and, as illustrated, is slightly
crowned to correspond with the crowning of said outer
panel. Depending from a bottom surface of the insert
there is a continuously extending flange 39 adjoining the
four marginal edges thereof that may serve as a footing
to support said insert against the outer panel of the door,
while a series of lugs or ears 40, arranged in pairs, extend
outwardly from the two longitudinally extending and out-
wardly disposed surfaces of said flange.

A transversely extending recess 41, embossed or other-
wise suitably fashioned in the ocuter panel 12, is dimen-
sioned to receive the panel insert 38 and has a series of
slot-like cpenings or cavities 42 in opposite walls thereof
which are provided to receive the lugs 40 and which may
be so spaced and dimensioned that each of said slotted
openings will accommodate one such pair of lugs.

A generally conventional push-in spring-clip type of
T fastener 43 may be positioned so that the arm of the
T overlaps the two lugs 40 of a pair while the stem
thereof is frictionally secured in an aligned opening in
said outer panel to thereby aid in fixedly positioning
said insert in the transverse recess in said outer panel.
The end edges of said insert, preferably, are extended so
as to project beneath a portion of the trim strip 29
while at the same time overlying an edge portion of the
flange 17 of frame assembly 11. In this way said trim
strip may additionally function to aid in fixedly secur-
ing said panel inserted in position in said recess.

‘An opening 44 to accommodate a door-opening handle-
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member 45 is provided proximate the left end of the
panel insert 38 since it is intended that the door, in the
illustrated embodiment, be utilized as a left-hand open-
ing door. If a right-hand opening door is desired the
handle may, of course, be mounted at the right end of
said panel and an appropriate opening provided therefor
in that end instead of at the left, as shown. In this
way the same door structure may be readily utilized for
either type door opening without requiring any material
alteration or modification of the general door structure.
It will be understood, of course, that an aligned open-
ing registering with the opening in said insert will be
provided in the outer panel behind which will be mount-
ed the latching mechanism (not shown) that is to be
operated by said handle.

Decorative trim strips, generally indicated by the ref-
erence numeral 46 and each of which is shaped substan-
tially to resemble the letter C, are positioned to overlie
the areas adjoining the opposite walls of the recess 41
and the respective longitudinal edges of the inmsert panel
38. Such trim strips serve not only to enhance the
appearance of the overall structure but also provide an
effective means for fixedly securing one marginal edge
of a decorative sheathing, such as the material 37, when
such is positioned against the outer panel of the door.
A generally conventional push-in spring-clip type of T
fastener 47, which is positioned so that the arm of the
T fits over the inwardly turned edges of each trim strip
while the stem thereof is frictionally secured in an
aligned opening in the outer panel, provides a simple and
effective means for removably securing said trim strips
to the outer panel. A plurality of such fasteners may
be used with each sirip and spaced throughout the length
thereof as desired, and it will be understood, of course,
that a trim strip such as described may be used along
each of the top and bottom edges of the insert panel
38. When a decorative sheathing is used on the outer
panel a marginal edge of said sheathing, preferably, is
extended beneath one -of the inwardly turned edges of
the C-shaped trim member 46 and fixedly positioned be-
tween said trim strip edge and its associated fastening
clips 47 so as to further aid in maintaining the said
decorative material tightly positioned against said outer
panel,

From the foregoing it should now be apparent that
a novel fabricated-type of door structure adapted for
use with a refrigerator cabinet has been shown and de-
scribed, and it is to be understood that changes may be
made in the construction without departing from the
spirit of the invention or the scope thereof as defined
in the appended claims.

We claim:

1. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel;
an inner panel; insulation disposed between said panels;
a separately formed peripherally extending channel-
shaped wall member interconnecting outer marginal edges
of said inner and outer panels; a peripherally extending
angle member adjacent one corner edge of said channel-
shaped wall member; and means including a peripherally
extending decorative trim disposed adjacent said angle
member and removably secured directly between said
angle member and said outer panel.

2. A refrigerator door; comprising: an outer panel;
an innmer panel; insulation disposed between said panels;
a separately formed channel-shaped frame member inter-
connecting outer marginal edges of said inner and outer
panels; a peripherally extending member carried by said
frame member and having an arm thereon substantially
parallel to and spaced from said outer panel; and means
including a decorative trim removably positioned in the
space between and being in direct contact with said pe-
ripherally extending arm member and said outer panel.

3. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel;
an inner panel; insulation disposed between said panels;
a separately formed channel-shaped peripherally extend-
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ing casing interconpecting outer marginal edges of said
inner and outer panels; a peripherally extending retainer
member fashioned integral with said casing and having
an arm thereon substantially parallel to and spaced from
said outer panel; and means including a:decorative trim re-
movably positioned in the space between and in direct
contact with the arm of said retainer member and said
outer panel.

4. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel;
an inner panel; insulation disposed between said panels;
a separately formed peripherally extending frame having
spaced apart flanges interconnected by a central web
member; said frame being positioned adjacent the edges
of said panels with the flanges thereof connected re-
spectively to outer marginal edges of said inner and
outer panels, and having the central web member there-
between arranged so as to form- top, bottom, and side
walls for the door; a- lip spaced from and over-hanging
marginal edges of the outer panel, and having said lip
secured to said frame proximate-one corner edge thereof;
and means including a decorative trim removably posi-
tioned in the space between and in direct contact with
said lip and said outer panel.

5. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel;
an inner panel; insulation disposed between said panels;
a separate peripherally extending frame having spaced
apart flanges interconnected by a central web member;
said frame being positioned adjacent the edges of said
panels with the flanges thereof connected respectively to
outer marginal edges of said inner and outer panels, and
having the central web member therebetween arranged
so as to form top, bottom, and side walls for the door;
a lip spaced from and over-hanging marginal edges of
the outer panel, and having said lip secured to said frame
proximate one corner edge thereof; a decorative sheath-
ing positioned against said outer panel with the marginal
edges of said sheathing extending into the space between
said lip and said outer panel; and removable trim means
positionable adjacent the marginal edges of said sheathing
and cooperating with said lip for securing said decorative
sheathing positioned against said outer panel.

6. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel;
an inner panel; insulation disposed between said panels;
a separate peripherally extending frame having spaced
apart flanges interconnected by a central web member;
said frame being positioned . adjacent the edges of said
panels with the flanges thereof connected respectively to
outer marginal edges of said inner and outer panels, and
having the central web member therebetween arranged
sc as to form top, bottom, and side walls for the door; a
lip spaced from the marginal edges of the ‘outer panel,
and having said lip secured to said frame proximate one
corner edge thereof; a decorative sheathing positioned
against said outer panel; and removable trim means co-
operating with said lip and said decorative sheathing for
maintzaining said- decorative sheathing in said position
against said outer panel.

7. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel;
an inner panel; insulation disposed between said panels;
a separate peripherally extending frame having spaced
apart flanges interconnected by a central web member;
said frame being positioned adjacent the edges of said
panels with the flanges thereof connected respectively to
outer marginal edges of said inner and outer panels, and
having the central web member therebetween arranged so
as to form top, bottom, and side walls for the door; a
peripherally extending angle member fashioned integral
with and extending from said frame, and having a portion
thereof disposed substantially- parallel to and spaced
from said outer panel; a decorative sheathing positioned
against said outer panel with the marginal edges thereof
extending into the space between said angle. member
portion and said outer panel.

8. A refrigerator door, comprising: and outer panel;
an. inner. panel; insulation: disposed between said: panels;
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a-separate peripherally extending wall member positioned
adjacent the edges of said outer and inner panels; said
wall member having first, second and third flanges in-
wardly extending therefrom, and having said three
flanges substantially parallel to and spaced from one an-
other; said inner panel being connected along marginal
edges thereof to said first flange, and said outer panel
being connected along  marginal edges thereof to said
second flange; and means including a decorative trim re-
movably positioned between said third flange and said
outer panel to cover an open space therebetween.

9. A refrigerator door, comprising: .an outer panel;
an inner panel; insulation disposed between said panels;
a separate peripherally extending wall member positioned
adjacent edge portions of said outer and inner panels;
said wall member having first, second and third flanges
inwardly extending therefrcm, and having said three
flanges substantially parallel and spaced from one an-
cther; said inner panel being connected along marginal
cdges thereof to said first flange, and. said outer panel
being connected along marginal edges thereof to said
sccond flange; a decorative sheathing positioned against
said outer panel with the marginal edges thereof extend-
ing beneath said third flange; and removable trim means
cooperating with said third flange and said decorative
sheathing for securing said sheathing positicned against
said cuter panel.

10. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel;
an inner panel; insulation disposed between said panels; a
separate peripherally extending wall member positioned
adjacent edge portions of said outer and inner panels;
said wall member. having first, second and third flanges
inwardly extending. therefrom, and having said three
flanges substantially parallel to and spaced from one an-
other; said inner panel being connected along marginal
edges thereof to said first flange, and said outer panel
being connected along marginal edges thereof to said
second flange; trim means removably positioned adjacent
ed adjacent edge portions of said outer and inner panels;
ber having a first portion thereof that is compressibly
disposed between said third flange and said second
flange, and a second portion that projects beyond the
edge of said third flange and resiliently presses against
said. outer panel and provides a decorative element ad-
joining the edge of said third flange.

11. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel;
an.inner panel; insulation disposed between said panels; a
separate peripherally extending wall member positioned
adjacent edge. portions of said outer and inner panels;
said: wall member having first, second and third flanges
inwardly extending therefrom, and having said three
flanges substantially parallel to and spaced frecm one an-
other; said inner panel being connected along marginal
edges thereof to said first flange, and said outer panel
being connected along marginal edges thereof to said
second flange; a decorative sheathing positioned against
said outer panel with the marginal edges thereof extend-
ing beneath said third flange; and trim means removably
positioned adjacent said third flange including, a resilient
member having one portion thereof that is compressibly
positionable between said third flange and said decorative
sheathing to aid in securing said sheathing positioned
against said outer panel, and another portion that pro-
jects beyond the edge of said third flange and abuts said

5 decorative sheathing to further aid in securing said sheath-

ing positioned against said outer panel and to provide a
decorative element adjoining the edge of said third
flange.

12. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel;
an inner panel; insulation disposed between said panels;
a. separate peripherally extending wall frame disposed
proximate marginal edge portions of said inner and outer
panels; said frame being fashioned with one edge thereof
inwardly turned to: provide a first flange, and having the
opposite:edge thereof bent-back upon itself and.inwardly
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turned to provide a second flange spaced from and paral-
lel to the first, and further having the bent-back portion
inwardly turned to provide a third flange spaced from and
parallel to said second flange; said inner panel being con-
nected along marginal edges thereof to said first flange,
and said outer panel being connected along marginal edges
thereof to said second flange; a decorative sheathing posi-
tioned against said outer panel with the marginal edges
thereof extending between said second and third flanges;
and removable trim means cooperating with said third
flange and said decorative sheathing for securing said
sheathing positioned against said outer panel.

13. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel;
an inner panel; insulation disposed between said panels;
a separate peripherally extending frame having spaced
apart and substantially parallel flanges interconnected by
a central web member; said frame being disposed proxi-
mate the edges of said panels, and having one flange
thereof connected with said outer panel and the other
flange thereof connected with said inner panel, and having
the central web member thereof positioned to provide top,
bottom, and side walls between said panels; a peripherally
extending angle member extending from said frame, and
having a portion thereof ‘disposed substantially parallel
to and spaced from the flange connected with said outer
panel; a decorative sheathing positioned against said outer
panel and having the marginal edges of said sheathing
extending into a space between the said portion of said
angle member and the flange connected with said outer
panel; and removable trim means positionable adjacent
said sheathing and cooperating with the said angle portion
for maintaining said decorative sheathing positioned
against said outer panel.

14. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel;
an inner panel; insulation disposed between said panels;
a separate peripherally extending frame having spaced
apart and substantially parallel flanges interconnected by
a central web member; said frame being disposed proxi-
mate the edges of said panels, and having one flange
thereof connected with said outer panel and the other
flange thereof connected with said inner panel, and having
the central web member thereof positioned to provide top,
bottom, and side walls between said panels; a peripherally
extending angle member extending from and fashioned
integral with said frame, and having an overhanging
portion thereof disposed substantially parallel to and
spaced from the flange connected with said cuter panel;
a decorative sheathing positioned against said outer panel
and having the marginal edges of said sheathing extend-
ing into a space between said over-hanging portion of
said angle member and the flange connected with said
outer panel; and removable trim means cooperating with
said overhanging angle portion for simultaneously main-
taining said decorative sheathing positioned against said
outer panel and bridging an open space between said over-
hanging angle portion and said decorative sheathing.

15. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel;
an inner panel; insulation disposed between said panels;
a separate peripherally extending wall member positioned
adjacent edge portions of said outer and inner panels; said
wall member having first, second and third flanges in-
wardly extending therefrom, and having said three flanges
substantially parailel to and spaced from one another;
said inner panel being connected along marginal edges
thereof to said first flange, and said outer panel being con-
nected along marginal edges thereof to said second flange;
removable trim means positioned adjacent said third
flange; said means including a longitudinally extending
body having =a first compressible portion connected
through two oppositely disposed reentrant portions to a
second compressible portion; said first compressible por-
tion being positioned between said second and third flanges
in frictionally engaging relationship therewith; one of said
reentrant portions being disposed so as to closely engage
the edge of said third flange, while said other reentrant
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10
portion engages an edge portion of said outer panel; and
having said second compressible portion tightly pressed
against said outer panel.

16. A refrigerator door, comprising: a peripherally
extending wall member having first, second and third
flanges extending inwardly therefrom, and arranged sub-
stantially parallel to and spaced from one another; an
inner panel connected along marginal edges thereof to
said first flange; an outer panel fashioned with a central
portion in one plane, a marginal edge portion in another
plane and an offset portion connected between said dif-
ferently planed portions; said outer pane] being connected
along the marginal edges thereof to said second flange;
insulation disposed between said inner and outer panels;
trim means positioned adjacent said third fange; said
means including a resilient member having a first generally
circulasly-shaped portion that is compressibly disposed
between said second and third flanges, and a second gen-
erally trapezoidal-shaped portion extending therefrom
that closely engages the edge of said third flange and
simultaneously presses in a close fitting relationship against
the offset portion of said outer panel.

17. A refrigerator door, comprising: a peripherally
extending wall member having first, second and third
flanges extending inwardly therefrom, and arranged sub-
stantially parallel to and spaced from one another; an
inner panel connected along marginal edges thereof to
said first flange; an outer panel fashioned with a central
portion in one plane, a marginal edge portion in another
plane and an offset portion connected between said
differently planed portions; said outer panel being con-
nected along the marginal edges thereof to said second
flange; insulation disposed between said inner and outer
panels; a decorative sheathing positioned against said
outer panel with the marginal edges thereof extending
into a space between said second and third flanges; trim
means positioned adjacent said second and third flanges;
said means including a resilient member having a first
generally circularly-shaped portion that is compressibly
disposed between said second and third flanges, and a
geunerally trapezoidal-shaped portion extending therefrom
that closely engages the edge of said third flange and
simultaneously presses said decorative sheathing in a
close fitting relationship against said offset and marginal
edge portions so as to secure said sheathing tightly
stretched against said outer panel.

18. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel
having a transversely extending recess therein; an inner

' panel; insulation disposed between said panels; a sep-

arate peripherally extending wall member positioned ad-
jacent the edges of said outer and inner panels; said wall
member having first, second and third flanges inwardly
extending therefrom, and having said three flanges sub-
stantially parallel to and spaced from one another; said
inner and outer panels being connected along marginal
edges thereof, respectively, to said first and second flanges;
a panel insert member positioned in said outer panel
recess with the end edges of said insert overlying the edge
of said second flange; and means including a decorative
trim removably positioned between said second and third
flanges, and being further disposed so as to overlie the
end edges of said insert to thereby maintain said insert
positioned in said recess and additionally to cover an
open space between said third flange and said outer panel.

19. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel
having a transversely extending recess therein; an inmer
panel; insulation disposed between said panéls; a separate
peripherally extending wall member disposed adjacent the
edges of said outer and inner panels; said wall member
having first, second and third flanges inwardly extend-
ing therefrom with said flanges substantially parallel to
and spaced from one another, and having said first and
second flanges connected, respectively, to said inner and
outer panels; a panel insert member positioned within
said outer panel recess and disposed so that the end
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edges. thereof overlie the edge of said second flange;
fastening means resiliently receivable in said outer panel
and cooperating with said panel insert to aid in main-
taining said insert positioned in said recess; a resilient
decorative trim compressibly positioned in the space be-
tween said second and third flanges and adjoining the
edges of said outer panel; said trim being further disposed
so that a portion thereof overlies the end edges of said
panel insert to thereby aid in maintaining said insert
positioned in said recess, while another portion thereof
bridges a gap and covers an open space between satd
third flange and said outer panel.

20. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel
having a transversely extending recess therein; an inner
panel; insulation disposed between said panels; a sep-
arate peripherally extending wall member disposed ad-
jacent the edges of said outer and inner panels; said wall
member having first, second and third flanges inwardly
extending therefrom with said flanges substantially paral-
lel to and spaced from one another, and having said
first and second flanges connected, respectively, to said
inner and outer panels; a panel insert member having a
plurality of lugs extending outwardly from longitudinal
edges thereof; said insert being positioned within said
outer panel recess, and being. further disposed so that
the end edges thereof overlie the edge of said second
flange; fastening means resiliently receivable in said
outer panel and positioned so as to cooperate with said
lugs in maintaining said insert positioned within said
recess; a resilient decorative trim compressibly position-
able in a space between said second and said third flanges
and adjoining the edges of said outer panel; said trim
being further disposed so as to overlie the end edges of
said panel insert to thereby aid in maintaining said insert
positioned within said recess and to bridge a gap and
cover an open space between said third flange and said
outer panel.

21. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel
having a transversely extending recess therein; an inner
panel; insulation  disposed between said panels; a sep-
ate peripherally extending wall member positioned
adjacent the edges of said outer and inner panels; said
wall member having first, second and third flanges in-
wardly extending therefrom with flanges substantially
parallel to and spaced from one another, and having said
first and second flanges connected, respectively, to said
inner and outer panels; a panel insert member positioned
within said outer panel recess and disposed so-that the

end edges thereof overlie the edge of-said second flange;

means including a resilient’ decorative {rim compressibly
positioned. between said second and third flanges, and
being further disposed so that a portion thereof over-
lies the end edges of said panel insert to thereby aid in
maintaining said insert positioned in said recess, while
another portion thereof bridges a gap and covers an
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open space between said third flange and said outer
panel;. secondary trim means overlying the longitudinal
edges of said panel insert and said outer panel recess;
fastening means resiliently receivable in said cuter panel
and cooperating with said second trim for affixing said
secondary trim in position against said outer panel and
against said panel insert whereby said secondary trim
aids in maintaining said panel insert positioned within
said recess.

22. A refrigerator door, comprising: an outer panel
having a transversely extending recess therein; an inner
panel; insulation disposed between said panels; a sep-
arate peripherally extending wall member positioned ad-
jacent the edges of said outer and inner panels; said
wall member having first, second, and third flanges in-
wardly extending therefrom with said flanges substan-
tially parallel to and spaced from one another, and having
said first and second flanges connected, respectively, to
said inner and outer panels; a decorative sheathing posi-
tioned against said outer panel with marginal edges
thereof extending beneath said third flange; a panel
insert member positioned within said outer panel recess
and disposed so that the end edges thercof overlie the
edge of said second flange; trim means removably posi-
tioned adjacent said third flange; said means including
a resilient member having a first portion thereof that is
compressibly disposed. between said third flange and
marginal edges of said decorative sheathing to aid in
securing said sheathing positioned against said outer
panel, and a second portion thereof that projects be-
yond the edge of said third flange and overlies the end
edges of said panel insert to thereby aid in maintaining
said insert positioned in said recess and additionally to
bridge a gap and close a space between said third flange
and said decorative sheathing; secondary trim means
overlying the longitudinal edges of said panel insert and
said outer panel recess; said decorative sheathing having
a marginal edge disposed so as to underlie at least one
edge of said secondary trim; fastening means resiliently
receivable in said outer panel and cooperating with said
secondary trim for affixing said secondary trim in posi-
tion whereby said secondary trim aids in maintaining
said panel insert in position and additionally aids in main-
taining said decorative sheathing positioned against said
outer panel.
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