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57 ABSTRACT 

An orthodontic plier is disclosed having three distinct 
surface curvatures on each mating surface. The pliers 
are particularly helpful for adjusting a crozat ortho 
dontic appliance. During such an adjustment a partic 
ular mating pair of opposing plier surfaces is utilized 
to apply pressure to a particular curved section of the 
crozat appliance. Each of the curved surfaces of the 
pliers are arranged to mate perfectly with a particular 
curved surface of the appliance in order to perform 
the desired adjustment manipulation. 

6 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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MULTIPLE PURPOSE ORTHODONTCPLERS 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a tool for use in orthodontic 
work and more particularly to a plier for use in manipu 
lating certain orthodontic devices. 
There are currently several methods in use by the 

dental profession in the performance of orthodontic 
work. One such method is called the crozat method or 
maxillo-facial orthopedics where the appliance applied 
to the teeth for the purpose of moving the teeth is one 
which is removable. The crozat method is based on the 
principle that teeth may be moved, for the purpose of 
straightening or for other purposes, by applying a con 
stant pressure on the teeth to be shifted. The pressure 
is applied by fitting the ends of the appliance, or cribs 
as they are commonly called, over the particular pair 
of teeth to be moved. 
Before applying the appliance the distance between 

the two teeth is carefully measured and the space be 
tween the two portions of the appliance which fit over 
these teeth is made slightly longer than the actual dis 
tance between the teeth. Thus, when the appliance is 
worn by the patient, the teeth are under pressure and 
tend to move in a direction to relieve the pressure from 
the appliance. Since the appliance distance between 
tooth portions is only slightly larger, usually only 1 mil 
limeter larger, than the actual tooth separation, several 
adjustments must be made to continually expand the 
appliance as the teeth move in the mouth. These adjust 
ments are made at from 2 to 3 week intervals. 
A typical patient requires an 8 millimeter total move 

ment which is made over a course of 24 weeks. During 
that period, the appliance must be adjusted approxi 
mately 8 times. During the course of the adjustment 
three distinct mechanical manipulations must be made. 
The first crib is the rotating of the two cribs of the ap 

pliance in order to move the teeth in the desired plane. 
This operation is performed by gripping the rounded 
portion of the crib, where the crib is shaped to the 
tooth, in order to secure the orib portion. Pressure is 
then applied in an outwardly twisting manner. During 
this phase of the adjustment it is customary to use spe 
cial pliers adapted to apply pressure to the curved sur 
face of the tooth portion of the crozat appliance. 
The second manipulation is the widening of the appli 

ance by straightening a central curved section. This op 
eration is performed by crimping the curved arch sec 
tion between two flatsurfaces of a special pair of pliers. 
The third manipulation is the adjustment of the cres 

cents of the appliance so that when the appliance is re 
placed in the mouth it will be held securely by the 
teeth. The position of the crescent, of course, is depen 
dent on the relative position of the crib portion of the 
appliance. Customarily, this operation has been per 
formed by a pliers having a circular end portion for 
gripping the crescent. 
Numerous problems exist in the performance of the 

adjustment steps. One such problem is the fact that 
three different pliers must be used for each crozat ad 
justment. Thus, the orthodontist must pick up, adjust in 
his hand and use, three different tools for each adjust 
ment. At best, this has proven an awkward procedure 
and since each tool is different in size and weight, the 
orthodontist must continually adjust and make allow 
ances therefor. 
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A further problem exists in that after each use, the 

pliers all must be sterilized and a new set of three set 
out for the next patient. Since it is customary to see pa 
tients in at least two or more different treatment rooms, 
each room must be equipped with all three tools. 
Accordingly, a need exists in the art for an arrange 

ment for adjusting orthodontic appliances of the crozat 
type without resorting to three distinct pliers. 
A further problem exists when attempting to design 

a plier surface for gripping the tooth engaging portion 
or crib of the crozat appliance in that care must be ex 
ercised so that the force applied by the plier surface on 
the curved surface of the crib does not tend to flatten 
the curve and open the crib wider thus distorting the 
crib and making it fit improperly. When this happens, 
the appliance becomes uncomfortable to the patient 
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and a source of irritation to the gums and to adjoining 
teeth. It has been found that distortions in excess of 2 
millimeters usually require extensive refitting or re 
vamping of the appliance. 
Accordingly, a further need exists in the art for a 

plier adapted for the gripping of curved surfaces in a 
manner so as not to distort the curvature of the gripped 
item. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

I have observed that each of the three steps of the 
crozat adjustment is such that it can be performed at a 
different area of the surface of the plier. For example, 
the third or crescent adjustment step can only be per 
formed at the end of the plier crimping faces. I have de 
termined that the tooth crib rotation or first step can be 
performed halfway between the end of the plier and the 
plier hinge and I have determined that the expanding 
or second step can be performed as far back on the 
plier surfaces as necessary. 
Taking all these determinations into account, I have 

devised a single pair of pliers where the mating surfaces 
or faces of the plier crimping portion have different 
curvatures at different places therealong. Thus, one 
face of the plier is constructed with a small circular de 
pression therein and the mating portion of the opposite 
plier end is constructed with a round face to fit into the 
depression. Accordingly, the crescent of the crozat ap 
pliance fits into the plier depression at the end of the 
plier and when the plier is closed, the concave-convex 
portion of the mating surface engages the crescent of 
the appliance and holds it secure. 
The plier face having the small circular depression at 

the end is constructed so that at a point about 3 milli 
meters further back from the end the curvature of the 
depression changes to form a depression having a ra 
dius of curvature matching the radius of curvature of 
the tooth engaging portion of the crozat appliance. The 
opposite face of the plier which mates therewith is con 
structed with a larger outwardly curving surface and is 
adapted to hold the appliance securely at the tooth en 
gaging crib thereof without distorting the shape of the 
crib. 
Even further back along the plier the surface of both 

faces flattens so that the crozat body wire can fit there 
between and can be expanded by crimping the body 
wire between the plier faces and applying pressure 
thereto. 
Accordingly, one feature of my new pliers is that 

three distinctly different manipulations, each to a dif 
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mentioned earlier, any bending or distortion to the up- curving portions. The radius of the curve for surfaces 

sure to that arch by a flat 

ment should be about 1 millimeter. 

it geometric structure, can be performed quickly 
necessitating a change of pliers. 

invention is a pair of pliers her feature of my 
having differently curved surfaces each surface 
adapted for gripping a rounded metallic structure in a 
manner suitable for that structure and suitable for the 
type of manipulation desired to be performed on that 
structure. . . . . . . ... : : - d the po 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 10 florentine is for expanding. Taken in cross-section, the 
These and other objects, features, and advantages of curvatures of the respective faces are shown in FIGS. 

my invention will be more fully understood and appar- E", s-secti taken thr th lin 3 -3 f t from the following description of the drawing in is the cross-section taken through it E" "e"see"Ption of "e"s, " Figilanoviciatively fair, 30 and 31 
FIG. 1 is a side view of the plier; '... i.e. is will next S.E. ity the EE -- FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing the inside sur- as 'S's 'P' 

It T body wire in step two. ... . . . . . . . . 
FIG. 4 is the cross-section taken through line 4-4 of 

FIG. 1 and shows the large radius curvature of the mid 
- . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 dle section, surfaces 40 and 41. These surfaces are used 

FIG. 6 shows a typical crozat appliance; and to grip riri. i: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * A: i:''. g". Art ... grip the curved crib. . . . . . FIGS. 7through 9 show the gripping of the different Fic. Sisterosssection take 
parts of the crozat appliance by the different surfaces FG 1 and shows the small radi, 
of the plier. . . . . . ...: - - - - - - . . . 3. Pri: 

faces of each face of the plier; 
FIGS. 3 through 5 show cross-sections of the differ. 

ent curved surfaces of the plier; 

I this ma- they could be held 
nipulation, the center section of the plier (florentine changeably. 
section) is placed around backportion 66 of crib 68 or 35 T '. 
69 to hold the crib stable. Twisting force is then ap- shown with top inner surfaces 30, 40, and 50, while 
plied, usually to the central member between the crib. bottom jaw 11 is shown with bottom inner surfaces. 31, 
During this procedure it is critical that the curved 41, and 51. Surfaces 30 and 31, 40 and 41, and 50 and 
shape of back of crib 66 is not disturbed, since this 40 51 are constructed to mate with each other and thus shape is designed to fit the patient's tooth exactly. As "each pair of surfaces is designed having complementary 

'IG. 2, top jaw 12 of pli 

rights of the tooth crib or cribitself of the crozat appli- 30 and 31 is large, thereby generating a flat or almo 
ance will result in problems for the patient which will flatsurface. The radius of the curve for surfaces 40 and 
have to be corrected by new impressions of the pa- as lists than the radius just discussed, with the radius 
tient's mouth and then readapting the appliances on gig curved surfaces 50 and 51 being the small 
new models. This requires a separate visit for the pa- est of the three radii. Surfaces 30 and 40 are inwardly 
tient and more work and expense for the dentist. s 
Once the crib is rotated the proper amount the two 

cribs 68 and 69 must be expanded to move the right 50 
crib 68 away from the left crib G9 of crozat appliance 
60. The device is designed so that t ywire section 
61 is curved in the form of 3: ...is - 

e 

ing a radius of curvature greatly in excess of the radius 55 
of curvature of the bridge, the bridge will straighten. In 
doing so, the right and left tooth cribs 68 and 69 will 
be displaced from one another. Only a slight pressure 
is required since the total displacement for each adjust 
The third step in adjusting the appliance is the move 

ment of crescent 63 to a point where that crescent grips signed to be the same as the curves of crozat surfaces 
the tooth and acts as a lock for the appliance. For this 66 and 65, respectively, gripping pressure may be ex 
manipulation it is required that solid contact be made 65 erted by the plier without deforming the tooth crib cur 
between the plier surfaces and the crescent wire to pre- vature. - . 
vent slipping and nicking and to allow for adjustments By gripping crozat appliance 60 with the fingers of 
in the order of 4 millimeter to be made. the hand not holding the plier, crib 68 may be easily 
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twisted around pivot 64 to the desired position. Since 
the knurled section 13 on the outer surface of upper 
jaw 12 corresponds to the center curved section 40 of 
the inner surface, the orthodontist need only position 
the plier so that the arm 62 of the tooth portion 68 is 
within the knurled zone. Visual inspection of the actual 
surface to be gripped is then not necessary. 

In FIG.9, plier 10 is shown engaging crescent wire 63 
of crozat appliance 60. Inner surface 50 of upper jaw 
12 is on one side of crescent wire 63 while inner surface 
51 of lower jaw 11 grips the other side of crescent wire 
63. Light pressure bends the crescent wire inward 
toward the tooth to engage the tooth undercut and thus 
fit firmly against the tooth. Also it should be noted that 
the end of the pliers may be used to grip the crib at any 
point for crimping purposes should it be desired to 
tighten the crib for a better fit with respect to the pa 
tient's tooth. 
FIGS. 7, 8 and 9, as discussed above, show my new 

pliers together with the three steps for adjusting a cro 
zat appliance therewith using different surfaces of the 
pliers for each step. Using my new pliers the subtle, but 
critical, movements which must be made to the crozat 
appliance are now able to be achieved in approximately 
half the time as before with improved accuracy and less 
damage to the appliance. 
While the teachings of my invention were illustrated 

using a crozat appliance, numerous other appliance 
manipulations may well be suited for a tool having 
varying curved jaw surfaces designed in the manner 
shown without departing from the spirit and scope of 
my teachings. 

I claim: 
1. A pair of orthodontic pliers having intersecting op 

posing jaws, each such jaw defining an inner jaw sur 
face adapted formating contact with the other of said 
inner jaw surfaces, 
one of said inner jaw surfaces having a first portion 
thereof relatively flat; 

a second portion thereof inwardly curving, said in 
wardly curved portion having a first radius of cur 
vature; and 

a third portion thereof inwardly curving, said third 
portion inwardly curving portion having a second 
radius of curvature different from said first radius 
of curvature, and 

said other one of said inner jaw surfaces having a first 
portion thereof relatively flat; 

a second portion thereof outwardly curving, said out 
wardly curved portion having a radius of curvature 
substantially equal to said first radius of curvature 
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6 
whereby said first portions of said inner jaw sur 
faces and said second portions of said inner jaw 
surfaces, respectively, are in mating relationship 
with each other; and 

a third portion thereof outwardly curving, said third 
portion outwardly curved portion having a radius 
of curvature substantially equal to said second ra 
dius of curvature whereby said third portions of 
said inner jaw surfaces are in mating relationship 
with each other. 

2. The invention set forth in claim 1 wherein said first 
portions of said inner jaw surfaces are next adjacent to 
said intersection between said jaws. 

3. The invention set forth in claim 2 wherein said sec 
ond portions of said inner jaw surfaces are contiguous 
to said first portions. 

4. The invention set forth in claim 3 further compris 
ing means for positioning said second portions of said 
jaws relative to an object to be gripped between said 
Jaws. 5. An orthodontic plier adapted for making three dis 
tinct adjustments on a crozat dental appliance, said 
plier having first and second mating jaws having an in 
tersection therebetween, 

said plier comprising, 
a tip section of each jaw having complementary curv 
ing portions adapted for receiving the tooth lock 
portion or crescent wire of said crozat appliance 
therebetween, said curved portion of said first mat 
ingjaw being an inwardly curving portion of radius 
r1 and said curved portion of said second mating 
jaw being an outwardly curving portion of radius 
r1, 

a middle section of each jaw having complementary 
curving portions adapted for receiving a curved 
arm of a crib of said crozat appliance therebe 
tween, said middle section curved portion of said 
first mating jaw being an inwardly curving portion 
of radius r2 and said middle section curved portion 
of said second mating jaw being an outwardly curv 
ing portion of radius r2, and 

an inner section of each jaw having complementary 
portions adapted for receiving the arch portion or 
body wire of said crozat appliance therebetween, 
said inner sections being relatively flat. 

6. The invention set forth in claim 5 where radius r1 
is the radius of curvature of said portion or crescent 
wire of said crozat appliance and where radius r2 is the 
radius of curvature of the arm of said crib to be 
gripped, of said crozat appliance. 
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