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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,545,362 

INDEX FOR SELECTIVE AJTOMATIC 
PHONOGRAPHS 

Mahlon W. Renney, Oak Park, E., assignor to 
J. P. Seeburg Corporation, Chicago, E., a cor 
poration of Ellinois 

Application October 3, 1945, serial No. 625,784 

This invention relates to an index for selective 
automatic phonographs and has for its principal 
object to provide Such an index which is capable 
of accommodating a large number of recording 
titles in a relatively small space. 
The coin controlled automatic phonographs 

and remote control boxes therefor widely in use 
at the present time provide for around twenty 
or twenty-four recordings which may be selected 
by a patron. It is customary to provide on such 
phonographs and in remote control boxes there 
for an array of recording titles with associated 
numbers so that a patron can select which re 
Cording or recordings he desires to have repro 
duced and obtain the rendition of such record 
ings by inserting the appropriate coins and ac 
tuating selector mechanisms in accordance with 
the numbers of the recordings. The titles are 
normally carried on replaceable cards and since 
they must bear the title of the recording usually 
the name of the artist and frequently, the name 
of the record maker, these cards need a fair 
Sized area for their display. 

For a phonograph intended for a large num 
ber of recordings, for example one hundred re 
cordingS, the display area, for the title cards is 
excessive in the case of the phonograph itself 
and is prohibitive in the case of a remote con 
trol box. Even if it were possible to Spread the 
title cards, out it would be difficult for the patron 
to scrutinize the title cards for the purpose of 
finding the titles he desires. 
The principal object of the present invention 

is to provide a relatively small and compact.in 
dex for a large number of recording titles. 

ther objects, advantages and capabilities of 
the invention will appear from the following de 
Scription of a preferred embodiment thereof 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a remote control box 
provided with my improved index; 

Fig. 2 is a front elevation thereof; 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary plan view of the panels 

which carry the title cards; 
Fig. 4 is a Sectional plan view, the section be 

ing taken on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary plan view of the pan 

els: Shawing a different type of hinge; and 
Fig. 6 is a fragmentary elevational view of the 

panels shown in Fig. 5. 
Referring to the drawings my improved index 

is shown associated with a remote control box 
of the type described and claimed in copeading 
application Serial No. 561,984, filed. November 
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4, 1944, by Herman G. Jensen, now Patent No. 
2,489,782, patented November 29, 1949. In this 
box a coin of suitable value is inserted in a coin. 
slot and the Selection is completed by press 
ing one of each of two. Series of buttois i? and 
2. Thus to. Select recording No. 48 the Ieft 
hand button f bearing the No. 4 and the right 
hand button 2 bearing the No. 8 are pressed in. 
In this way any selection from 00 to 99 can be 
made, that is one hundred selections in all. 
The index indicated generally by the reference 

numeral 3 is located on top of the remote con 
trol box which is indicated generally by the ref 
erence numeral 4. The Whole device is closed 
by a removable housing which is secured to the 
chassis of the wall box by a lock 5 in known 
manner. The upper part of the housing includes 
a transparent wall 6 which is suitably of semi 
cylindrical form. This transparent wall which 
may be of glass or of a Suitable transparent plas 
tic naterial is seated in the housing bearing 
against lower and upper flanges 7 and 8 re 
Spectively and is Secured in place by means of 
removable strips 9. d 
The wall box and the index are mounted upon 

a wall by means of a flanged plate 20 which con 
forms to the marginal shape. of the housing in 
nanner that the flanges extend into the margin 
of the cover when the cover is locked in mounted 
position. The housing comprises a top wall 2 
and an intermediate horizontal wall 22. The top 
wall 2 and the intermediate wall 22 together 
With the transparent wall 6 constitute a com 
partment for a plurality of index panels 23. The 
intermediate wall 22 is illuminated as herein 
after described and serves as a suitable display 

The top 
wall 2 is provided with a cut-out 24, into which 
fits a plate 25 carried by the plate 20; The plate 
25 carries the coin slot. 0, serves as an upper 
support for a vertical rod 26 and is provided with 
a semi-circular slot 2. 
The intermediate wall 22 is provided with a 

cut-out 28 into which extends a complementary 
horizontal plate 29 which serves as a lower Sup 
port for the vertical rod 26. The two extreme 
panels 23 are mounted on the plate 20 by means 
of spacing Supports 36. A coin chute (not shown) 
extends downwardly from the coin slot O. be 
tween the stationary panels 23 and the plate 20 
So that an inserted coin drops down into the 
coin actuated mechanism in the wall box. 
The other panels 23, four in number, carry cy 

indrical bearing eleinents 3 which are located 
around the rod 26 so that all of these four pan 
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els may be swung through substantially one 
hundred and eighty degrees from Superimposed 
relation with respect to the left-hand and right 
hand stationary panels 23. A coil Spring 32 
nounted on the rod 26 extends into the two 
central panels so that one of these panels is 
biassed into Superimposed relation with respect to 
the left-hand stationary panel 23 and the other 
is biassed into Superimposed relation with the 
right-hand Stationary panel. When the mov 
able panels are free they assume the relation ill 
lustrated in Fig. 4, the second and fifth panels 
being carried into this position by the third and 
fourth panels respectively. Each of the movable 
panels carries at its upper end a rod 33 which 
xtends upwardly through the arcuate slot 27 
and carries at its upper end a suitable nob or 
manipulating handle 34 whereby the four mov 
able panels may be moved to the left or to the 
right So as to enable the patron to scrutinize 
either side of any of the movable panels. These 
Six panels consequently provide ten sides to 
Serve as display Surfaces for cards 35 which bear 
the numbers of the selections and have applied 
thereto legends indicating the titles of the re- : 
cordings and Such other data, as is deemed de 
Sirable. These cards may be secured to the dis 
play Sides of the panels in any Suitable manner. 
The display sides of the panels may carry card 
retaining members 36 between which the cards 
may be slid into mounted position. 
The index housing may be illuminated by 

means of Gulbs 3 carried by tile top plate 25. 
These bulbs are located near the for Ward side 
Of the index housing so that they effectively ill 
luminate the paiels and the intermediate Wail 
22. In order to shield the patron's eyes from the 
glare of the bulbs they are preferably located in 
an upwardly arched formation 38 in the lipper 
Wall 2 above the flange 3. 

It Will readily be understood that when the 
handles 34 are not engaged by the patron's hand 
the adjacent sides of tie third and fourth panel 
are presented for the patron's inspection. Con 
Sequentiy it is preferred to arrange the record 
ings So that those which are currently most 
popular correspond to the numbers A to 59. To 
locate the other selections it is necessary for the 
patron to engage the handles 34 and to Swing 
one or two of the movable panels from their nor 
mal position. In this way the patron is able 
to scrutinize all of the ten display sides of all 
of the panels. 
In FigS. 5 and 6 I have illustrated another 

form of hinge 39. The hinge 39 is made of fiat 
Stock provided. With an eye through which the 
rod 26 extends. These hinge elements are se 
cured to the upper and lower extrenities of the 
nowable panels. 
Although the invention has been described in 

connection with the specific details of preferred 
embodiments thereof, it must be understood that 
such details are not intended to be limitative of 
the invention except in SO far aS they are Set 
forth in the accompanying claims. 

Having thus described my invention, I declare 
that what I claim is: 

1. In a Selector for automatic phonographs, an 
index coin prising a housing including a trans 
parent wall, a plurality of movable panels hay 
ing on both Sides. indicia, indicating recordings 
which may be selected, adjacents means piv 
otally supporting the Innovable panels Within the 
housing, a manually actuable element carried by 
each panel and extending to the exterior of the 
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4. 
housing whereby the movable panel may be 
Swung about its pivotal axis into superimposed 
relation to the other panels, whereby all the in 
dicia. On the panels can be inspected through said 
transparent Wall, Spring means biassing two of 
Said panes in opposite direction, and abutment 
means arresting said two panels substantially 
in a plane whereby the indicia on adjaceni, sides 
thereof are normally presented for inspection. 

2. In a Selector for autonatic phonographs, an 
index comprising a housing including a trans 
parent Wall, a pair of aligned stationary panels, 
each adapted to Support indicia indicating re 
CordingS Wiich may be selected, a nowable panel 
having Oil both sides indicia, indicating record 
ings Which may be Seiected, naeans pivotally Sup 
porting the ilovable panel adjacent the center of 
the Stationary anals, Spring means ornally 
bia.Ssing the raovable paine into Superimposed 
relation to One of Said stationary panels, and a 
traitually act alie element carried by tie roy 
alie panel and extending to tie exterior of the 
housing whereby the nievable gaine ii;ay has SWing 
into superiiposed relation to the one station 
airy panel. 

3. In a Selector for automatic phonographs, an 
index coin}rising a housing including a trans 
parent Wall, a pair of aligned Stationary panels, 
each adapted tC Support indicia, indicating re 
cordings which may be selected, a plurality of 

£3.ch having on coith sides in 
dicia indicating recordings which may be selected, 
nineains pivotaly Supporting the novable panels 
adjacent the ceinter of the stationary panels, 
manually actuable means carried by eacia mov 
able panel and extending to the exterior of the 
housing whereby the movable panels may be 
SWUing about their pivotal axes into Superimposed 
relation to either of said stationary panels, 
Whereby all the indicia, on the gales can be in 
Spected through Said transparent wall, and spring 
means biaSSing Wo adjacent OVable panels into 
Superingosed relation to the Stationary panels 
Whereby the adjacent sides of said two movable 
panels are aiWayS. Ornay presented for in 
Spection. w 

4. In a Selector for autoimatic phonographs, an 
indeX CO::ngrising a housing inaviang a Substan 
tially seni-cylindrical transparent wall, a plu 
rality of IniOVaigle panels, each adapted to sup 
port. On both sides indicia, indicating recordings 
which may be selected, means pivotally support 
ing the nowable palaeis adjacent the axis of 
revolution of said semi-cylindrical wall, whereby 
each movable panel inay ge. SWUg into Siiper 
imposed Irelation to the other paiels, a. antially 
actuable element carried by each panel and ex 
tending to the exterior of the housing whereby 
the panels may be moved about, their pivotal 
axes to permit all the indicia. On the panels to 
be inspected through Said trainSparent Wall, 
spring means biassing two of said panels in op 
posite directions, and abutinent means arrest 
ing Said two panels Substantially in dia.inetrical 
relation to the transparent Wall, whereby the in 
dicia, on adjacent Sides thereof are normally pre 
sented for inspection. 

5. in a selector for automatic phonographs, an 
index coin prising a housing having a substan 
tially semi-cylindrical transparent Wall, a pair 
of aiigned Stationary garnels in Substantially 
diametric relation to Said Wall, each panel being 
adapted to Support indicia indicating recordings 
which may be selected, a plurality of movable 

5 panels, each adapted to support on both sides in 
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dicia indicating recordings which may be selected, 
means pivotally supporting the movable panels 
adjacent the axis of revolution of said semi 
cylindrical Wall, manually actuable means car 
ried by each movable panel and extending to the 
exterior of the housing whereby each movable 
panel may be swung into Superimposed relation 
to each stationary panel, and Spring means bias 
sing only the two central movable panels apart, 
thereby normally locating Some of the movable 
panels in Superimposed relation to each station 
ary panel and generally in diametric relation to 
the semi-cylindrical wall, whereby the adjacent 
faces of the two central panels are normally 
presented for inspection. 

MAHON W. KENNEY. 
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