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(57) Abstract: When an image is displayed on a plasma display panel (10), a sta-
ble write operation can be performed without performing the forced initializing
operation, thereby suppressing the black intensity to enhance the contrast of the
displayed image and further enhancing the precision of the values of gray scales
to be artificially displayed on the panel. For this purpose, the voltages to be ap-
plied to data and scan electrodes are established such that during the sustain in-
terval, the voltage obtained by subtracting, from a first voltage, a third voltage is
equal to or greater than a discharge start voltage occurring with each data elec-
trode used as the anode electrode and each scan electrode used as the cathode
electrode and further the voltage obtained by subtracting, from a second voltage,
the third voltage is equal to or lower than the sum of a discharge start voltage oc-
curring with each data electrode used as the anode electrode and each scan elec-
trode used as the cathode electrode and a discharge start voltage occurring with
each data electrode used as the cathode electrode and each scan electrode used as
the anode electrode. Then, an input image signal is amplified by use of a given
amplification factor, thereby displaying the image on the plasma display panel
(10). An input image signal having a magnitude smaller than a given magnitude
is amplitied by use of an amplification factor equal to or greater than a amplitica-
tion factor used for an input image signal having a magnitude equal to or greater
than the given magnitude.
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