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To Culd life Oin it nurt i? conce7'il. 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM SIMON, Jr., a 

citizen of the United States, residing at the 
city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have 

5 invented a certain new and useful Improve 
ment in Curtain-Stretchers, of which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming part of this specification. 
My invention relates to certain improve 

ments in curtain-stretchers; and my inven 
tion consists in features of novelty herein 
after fully described, and pointed out in the 
claims. 

Figure I is a top or plan view illustrative 
Of my invention. Fig. II is an enlarged de 
tail top view showing one corner of the frame. 
Fig. III is a section taken on line III III, Fig. 
II. Fig. IV is a detail top view of one of the 

2O side rails of the frame and showing one of 
the adjustable hooks. Fig. W is a transverse 
section taken on line V V, Fig. IV. Fig. VI 
is a detail bottom view. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents 
25 the side rails of the frame of my improved 

Stretcher, and 2 the end rails. Each rail has 
a dovetail groove 3 extending throughout its 
length. The grooves are formed by means 
of flanges 4 on the rails, as shown clearly in 

3o Fig. IV. 
3 represents blocks having dovetail tenons 

6, fitting in the grooves 3, each block having 
an inner portion 7, that fits against the inner 
wall of the inner flange 4, as shown at 8, Fig. 

35 V, and that bears against the upper surface 
of the rail, as shown at 9, Fig.W. The blocks 
are thus Supported in a permanent and firm 
manner on the rails, while they are capable 
of being moved lengthwise of the rails, so that 

4o they may be adjusted to and from each other, 
as may be found convenient in attaching the 
curtain 10 to them. The tenons 6 and por 
tions 7 of the blocks bearing as they do against 
the flanges 4 and against the upper face of 

45 the rails prevent any tendency of the blocks 
to twist or get out of shape. Each block is 
provided with a hook 11 to receive the cur 
tain. By making the blocks movable on the 
rails they can be shifted to any position nec 

5o essary to receive the curtain, a feature par 
ticularly useful where curtains having scal 
loped borders are being stretched. The hooks 

O 

11 are secured to the inner faces of the parts 
7, and thus when the curtain is applied the 
tension has no tilting effect on the blocks, 55 
which would prevent their easy adjustment 
along the side rails, after the curtain is ap 
plied, by creating friction between the tenons 
6 and the walls of the dovetail grooves and 
between the portions 7 and the parts that they 6o 
bear against. Each rail is provided near its 
end with a slot 12 to receive the bolts 13, pro 
vided with thumb-nults 14. The slots 12, as 
will be observed, are made in the rails be 
tween the flanges 4, so that when the bolts 65 
are applied to hold the rails in position they 
also serve to keep the blocks 5 from slipping 
off of the rails when the stretcher is not in 
use or when the curtain is removed. 
The side rails of the frame are preferably 7o 

divided about midway of their lengths and 
secured together by hinges 14, thus permit 
ting the frame to be folded When not in use, 
and when in use the side rails are held in 
open position by means of clips 15, (one On 75 
each side of each joint of the frame,) adapted 
to receive pins 16. 

I claim as my invention 
1. In a curtain-stretcher, the side and end 

railsforming a frame and provided with raised 8o 
flanges or ribs on their upper surfaces form 
ing dovetail grooves, blocks 5 having dovetail 
tenons 6 fitting in said grooves and portions 
7 fitting at 8 and 9 against the upper faces of 
the rails and against the inner faces of the 85 
inner flanges respectively, and hooks made 
fast to said portions 7, substantially as and 
for the purpose set forth. 

2. In a curtain-stretcher, the combination 
of a frame composed of end and side rails 9o 
and having dovetail grooves formed by raised 
flanges, bolts connecting said rails together 
and which fit in slots made in the rails at the 
points of said grooves, and blocks having 
dovetail tenons 6 fitting in Said grooves and 95 
portions 7 fitting at 8 and 9 against the upper 
faces of the rails and against the inner faces 
of the inner flanges respectively, and hooks 
made fast to said portions 7, substantially as 
and for the purpose set forth. 
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E. S. KNIGHT, 
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