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To all whom. 7t may concern:

Be it known that I, Jonw E. SwANsoN, a
citizen of the United States, and resident of
Jamaica Plain, county of Suffolk, State of

Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-,

ment in Shoes and Processes of Making the
Same, of which the following description,
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ing, is a specification, like characters on the
drawing representing like parts.

This invention relates to improvements in
shoes and the principal object of the inven-
tion is to provide a novel method and means
for stiffening the rear portion of the heel
of the shoe. .

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a novel method and means for stiffen-
ing the rear portion of the heel of an unlined
shoe. :

Another object of the invention is to pro-

vide a shoe in which the rear ends of the
quarters overlap'in such a manner as to pro-
vide a pocket to receive a counter after the
overlapping quarters have been secured to-
gether.
" Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved moccasin type of shoe
embodying the novel stiffening for the rear
heel portion. . c

Another feature of the invention consists
‘in providing a novel form of blank adapted
to form the toe portion and preferably also
one of the quarters of the moccasin.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a shoe having a novel form of lac-
ing which will surround the ankle and
secure the shoe snugly upon the foot with-
out interfering with the flexing of the ankle
joint of the foot. : .

Other objects and features of the inven-
tion will more fully appear from the fol-
lowing description and the accompanying
drawings and will be particularly pointed
out in the claims.

In the drawings: e

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a completed
shoe of the moccasin type embodying the
invention; .

Fig. 2 is a detail sectional view of the heel
portion of the shoe on line 2—2 Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a plan view of one of the blanks

used in making the shoe to provide a quar-
ter, an in-sole and a part of the vamp;

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the blank which
forms the other quarter of the shoe;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the moc-
casin shown in Fig. 1, illustrating the man-
ner in which the blanks, shown in Figs. 2
and 3, are assembled;

Fig. 6 is-a horizontal sectional view longi-
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tudinally of the shoe in parallelism with the

sole and slightly above it; and,

Fig. 7 is a diagrammatic view showing
the rear end portions of the quarters over-
lapping and illustrating the manner in
which the overlapping portions of the quar-
ter are secured together to provide a pocket
for the counter,

A preferred embodiment of the invention
is illustrated herein as applied to a shoe of
the moccasin type in which an integral
sheet of suitable material, such as, soft
leather underlies the foot—in place of the
usual in-soléc—and the edge portion of the
sheet extends upwardly along the sides and
over the toe of the foot to form a part of
the vamp. Preferably the sheet has an ex-
tension which forms one of the quarters of
the shoe, the other quarter being secured
at its front end to the vamp portion and
at its rear end to the quarter which forms
an integral part of the sheet.

The moccasin illustrated herein, which
embodies the ‘present invention, comprises
a sheet of material, such as, soft leather hav-
ing a general heart-shaped body portion 1,
as illustrated in Fig. 8, which underlies the
toe portion of the foot in place of the in-
sole and the edge portion of which is turned
upwardly to form the vamp 2. The rear
portion of the body 1 is cut to form a re-
entrant angle 8 having curved edges 4 and
5 which terminate in an apex 6 approximate-
ly at the front of the instep portion of the
sole. The outer edge 7 presents a curve
corresponding to the forward curve of the
quarter of the shoe. :

Tn the construction of the shoe the edges
4 and 5 of the re-entrant angle are brought
together and stitched firmly. This causes

a cupping of the body portion of the shoe :
so that the edges thereof are martially-
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turned up to form the vamp as illustrated in
Fig. 1. One of the quarters 8 of the shoe
desirably is made integral with the body
portion and forms a rearward extension
thereof, the upper edge portion being pro-
vided with an extension 9 which overlies
the forward instep portion of the foot and is
provided with an eyelet 10 as in usual blu-

. cher shoe constructions.
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The other quarter 11 of the shoe is illus-

trated in Fig. 4 and is provided at its front .

end with an extension 12 complementary to
the extension 9 of the other quarter and like-
wise provided with an eyelet 13. The for-
ward end of the quarter 11 presents a
curved edge 14 which is complementary to
the curved edge 7 of the body of the sheet
1 so that when the curved edge 14 of the
quarter 11 is secured to the curved edge 7
and the edges 4 and 5 of the re-entrant cut-
out portion 3 are secured together the body
will be provided with two rearwardly ex-
tending quarters which are partially
turned up by reason of the curvature pro-
duced in the body when the re-entrant edges
4 and 5 are secured together. ‘

The particular form of the blank illus-
trated in Fig. 3 with the re-entrant cut-out
portion constitutes one of the features of the
invention, as heretofore various complicated

. constructions have been provided to accom-
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plish the same general purpose.

The principal object of the invention as be-
fore stated is to provide a novel means for
stiffening the rear heel portion of the shoe.
In usual constructions the rear edges of the
quarters are joined together—and usunally
to a backstay where a stiffener is provided—
and a piece stitched upon the inside of the
shoe to form a pocket to receive a counter.

In the present invention a suitable pocket
to receive the counter is provided by over-

_ lapping the rear ends of the counters and
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so uniting them together as to form a suffi-
cient space therebetween to receive the
counter, the under edges of the quarters be-
ing lasted beneath the counter, thus holding
it firmly in place. o
In the present embodiment of the in-
vention, the rear edges of the respective
quarters are provided with reverse curves
which expand outwardly from the upper
edge toward the bottom edge of the quarter
so that when the shoe is assembled and the
edges of the quarters stitched to the over-
lapping and underlapping portions respec-

- tively of the other quarter an ornamental

60

form of backstay is simulated.
In the blank illustrated in Fig. 3 the rear
end of the quarter 8 is provided with a re-

. versely curved edge 15 of the character

‘above - described and desirably is provided
~with a reversely curved marked line 16 of
*. similar curvature and

symmetrically dis-
posed with relation to the central line 17
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of the rear of the heel. The other quarter
11 (see Fig 2) likewise is provided with a
marked line 18 corresponding to the line 15
which is equally spaced throughout its
length from the center line 17 of the rear of
the heel of the shoe, with respect to the
marked line 16. The rear end of the quar-
ter, however, presents a curved edge ‘19
which while identical in curvature with the
edge 15 diverges a greater distance from the
rear central line of the heel 17 so that the
lower edge portion 20 from the line 18 to
the line 19 is greater than the distance 21

75

between the line 18 -and the lower end of -

the line 15 upon the other quarter.

In the process of making the shoe the
end portion of the quarter 8 is placed upon
the quarter 11 preferably upon the inside
thereof in such a manner that its edge 15
coincides with the line 18 upon the quarter
11 and the quarters secured together by a
line of stitching 22 which joins the upper
overlapping edges of the quarter and a con-
tinuation 23 thereof which extends parallel
to and ‘closely adjacent the edge 15 of the
quarter. This line of stitching appears up-
on the ouside of the shoe and presents the
appearance of the edge of an ornamental

backstay.

The edge 19 of the quarter 11 thereupon
overlies the end of the quarter in the po-
sition shown by the line 24 in Fig. 7. This
edge of the quarter is thereupon secured
to the underlying portion of the quarter 8
by a line of stitching 25. However, in

“stitching the overlapping edge 19 of the

quarter 11 to the quarter 8 the edge is grad-
ually drawn backwardly toward the center
line 17 of the heel as the stitching progresses
from the upper edge of the quarter to the
lower edge so that when the edge 19 is fi-
nally secured to the underlying quarter 8
the line of stitching 25 will be symmetrical
with respect to the éenter line 17 of the
rear of the shoe and an ornamental backstay
simulated. By thus drawing in the outer
overlapping end-of the quarter 11 a pocket
is provided at the rear of the heel into which
a counter 26 may -be inserted from the
bottom. The counter 26 desirably is of a

shape. corresponding to the general form

39

defined by the lines of stitching 23 and: 25
which secure the quarters together and is
of such length when inserted that the lower
edges of the quarters may be drawn in and
secured to the sole of the shoe in the usual
manner. :

The shoe when assembled with the lower
edges of the quarters drawn in is illustrated
in Fig. 5. The body portion 1 and the
turned-in lqwer edges of the quarters. are
then secured to a shp-sole 27 which projects

beyond the edge of the vamp and the outer

sole 28-is secured to the slip-sole by a line
of stitching 29 extending around the shoe.
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The usual mid-vamp 80 may then be secured
along its edge to the upper edge 81 of the
up-turned portion of the vamp, the mid-
vamp 80 as usual being provided with an
extension 32 forming the tongue of the shoe.

By the method thus described a novel
form of moccasin is produced which is pro-
vided with a stiffener for the rear portion of
the heel. The construction is such that the
heel of an unlined shoe can be properly stiff-
ened or the usual shoe lining may be applied
if so desired.
~ QObviously the same method may be em-
ployed for securing the overlapping ends of
the counters.together to provide a pocket
therebetween to receive the counter in other
types of shoes than the moceasin which is
particularly described herein within the
spirit and scope of the invention.

Another feature of the invention consists
in providing a novel lacing for the shoe.
It has been heretofore mentioned that eye-

lets 10 and 18 are provided in the exiensions

9 and 12 of the quarters 8 and 11. Other
eyelets 33 and 84 are provided adjacent the

upper edge of the vamp approximately mid- -

way between the eyelets 10 and 13 and the
vear central portion of the heel, these eye-
lets being approximately in the vertieal
plane of the front of the heel of the foot.
Desirably a strap 85 is provided the ends
of which are secured between the upper
edges of the overlapping ends of the quarters
by the line of stitching 22, this loop pro-
viding in effect a pull strap and also un
additional eye for the lacing. The lacing
desirably is in the form of a strap 36 the
central portion of which passes directly
through the eyelets 10 and 13, across the
forward instep portion of the foot; the ends
of the lacing strap then cross over the instep
and pass through the eyelets 33 and 34
respectively, one end being then carried up
around the ankle and through the loop 35
and detachably secured to the other end by
a buckle 37. The arrangement of the eyelets
and back loop strap -above described pro-
vides a noyel, secure and attractive means
for lacing the shoe or moccasin which causes
the shoe to conform more closely to the foot
than in previous constructions by reason of

_ the fact that the transverse central portion

of the lacing firmly -draws the extensions 9
and 12 down upon the forward portion of
the instep. The lacing then crossing the

‘upper instep portion of the foot and passing
' thrg(tlxlgh the eyelets 33 and 34 and thence up-

wardly and around the ankle draws the rear

* instep.portion of the shoe ﬁrmli against the

foot, while the loop 35 through which the
lacing. passes prevents the heel portion of
the shoe from seltllppmg _ '

It will be noted that the eyelets 33 and 34

are located almost directly under the ankle.
joint so that the flexure of the ankle joint

g

in walking does not impose any additional
strain upon the lacing strap and much more
freedom of the foot is secured than in usual
forms of lacing which passes around the
ankle. : _ '

It will be understood that the embodiment
of the invention disclosed herein is of an
illustrative .character and is not restrictive
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and that various modifications in form, con- .

struction and arrangement of parts may be
provided, and that the invention is adapted
to be embodied in othér types of shoes than
the moccasin herein disclosed within the
spirit and scope of the following claims.

Hayving thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new, and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent, is:

1. A shoe compri
quarters overlapping at the rear of the shoe
and a counter located between the overlap-
ping portions of the quarters.
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sing an upper with

2. An unlined shoe comprising an upper

with quarters overlapping at the rear of
the shoe and a counter located between the
overlapping portions of the quarters.

3. A shoe comprising an upper with quar-
ters symmetrically overlapping at the rear
of the shoe and having upwardly converg-
ing end edges, a line of stitching joining the
edge of each overlapping quarter to the
other quarter to form a pocket between the
overlapping portions of said quarters and
presenting an appearance simulating a back-
stay and a eounter located in said pocket.

4, A shoe comprising an upper with
quarters overlapping at the rear of the shoe,
stitching joining the edges of the overlap-
ping portions of each quarter to the other
quarter and a countgr located between and
held in place by the overlapping portions
of the quarters and between the edges of
the quarters. .

5. A shoe comprising an upper with
quarters having upper and lower edges and
marginal edges joining said upper and low-
er edges, the marginal edges and portions
of the upper and lower edges overlapping
to form a pocket, a strap having an end ly-
ing within the pocket and extending be-
tween said overlapping portions of the up-
per edges to the outside of the shoe and a
counter within the pocket. '

6. In the metho«f(:)f making a shoe, the
steps which comprise providing quarter
blanks so shaped that when in place the
quarters will overlap at the rear.of the heel,
placing the quarters in position with por-.

‘tions of each quarter overlapging the other -
“quarter, fastening an eddge‘ o
an

each quarter

to the other quarter, lacing a counter
between the overlapping portions of the
quarters. - _ . ' '

7. In the method of making a shoe, the
steps which comprise providi

blanks so shaped that when in place the

quarter.
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quarters will overlap at-the rear of the shoe
with their lower edges overlapping a great-
er distance than their upper edges, the low-
er edge of one quarter being of slightly
greater length than that of the other quar-
ter, securing the overlapping upper edges
of the quarters together -and the end of the
shorter quarter to the other overlapping
quarter, then drawing in the overlapping
end of the longer quarter as it is being se-
cured to the underlying quarter to provide a
pocket, inserting a ceunter in the pocket

* thus formed and securing the lower edges

of both quarters to a sole. :

8. In the method of making a moccasin
the steps which comprise providing a quar-
ter blank having a generally heart-shaped

body portion with a forwardly extending

recess’ having re-entrant convexedly curved
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edges and having an extension forming

one of the quarters of the moccasin, secur-

ing another quarter of slightly greater
length to the rear outer edge of the body,
stitching together the curved re-entrant edges
of the recess of the body thereby causing the
outer edges of the body and quarters to bend
upwardly, overlapping the edges of the
quarters, stitching the underlying end of the
shorter quarter ‘to. the overlapping quarter
and drawing in and stitching the edge
of the longer overlapping quarter of the
nnderlying quarter to form a pocket, in-
serting a counter in the pocket thus formed
and securing said body and the lower edges
of the quarters to a sole. .
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In testimony whereof, I have signed my -

name to this specification. .
JOHN E. SWANSON.
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