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NITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE L. REICHHELM, OF NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR TO THE POSTCRAFT

COMPANY, INC., OF NEW YORK, N. ¥,

A CORPORATION OF NEW YORE.

STAMP-AFFIXING MACHINE,

1,239,624, |
Application filled May 11, 1914, Serial Wo. 837,891,

To all whom it may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, Groree L. Rixca-
HELM, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at New Haven, in the county of New
Haven and State of Connecticut, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Stamp-Affixing Machines, of which the
following is a specification. : :

My invention relates to stamp ' affixing
machines and my object is to provide a nia-
chine of this character which is small, com-
pact, and light in weight and which can be
very conveniently operated by hand.

My invention comprises a rotatable drum
capable of carrying a roll of stamps,
gummed labels, or the like, in ribbon form.
Mechanism is provided, operated by a han-
dle, which in one stroke feeds the ribbon,
moistens the stamp. and affixes said stamp
to_an ehvelop or the like.

y invention comprises mechanism for
preventing unauthorized removal of the
stamps from the machine, said mechanism
also assisting to make the feeding of the
stamps sure and accurate.

T have provided a casing having a flat bot-
tom for engaging the envelop in advance of
the aflixing device, said casing being adapt-
ed to recede during the operation of the
‘machine to allow the affixing member to per-
form its function. Said affixing member is
preferably integral with the rotatable drum
and is moved into affixing position by the
same hand mechanism that operates the en-
tire machine. I have provided a single cen-
trally disposed spring for restoring the
parts to their normal positions. Other cb-
jects and advantages of my improved ma-
chine will be rendered apparent in the fol-
lowing specification when taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings and
the novel elements and combinations of
parts will be more particularly set forth in
the claims.

In the drawings— i

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the ma-
chine with the parts in their normal unop-
erated condition. . )

Fig, 1* is a sectional detail on a large
scale. ) :

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the mecha-
nism with the handle pressed down and the
parts in the position in which the stamp is

Specifieation of Letters Patent,

Patented Sept. 11, 191%.
Renewed February 13, 1917. Serial Xo, 148,413,
pressed upon the envelop and is about to

be severed from the ribbon.
Fig. 2* is a detail on a larger scale.

Fig. 3 is a vertical section taken substan-

tially along the line 3, 8 of TFig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a front elevation of the body of
the machine casing with the rotating drum
and other parts removed.

Fig. 5 is a sectional plan view of the same
taken along the line 5, 5 of F ig. 4.

Fig. 6 is a sectional detail taken along the
line 6, 6 of Fig. 4.

- Fig. 7 is a rear elevation of the casing
with portions broken away. .

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the mois-
tening device.

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the feeding
pin and lever. '

Fig. 10 is an elevation of the body portion
of the moistening device with portions
broken away.

Fig. 11 is a detail showing the spring
connections between the feeding pin lever
and the moistening device,

Fig. 12 is a detail of a small lever which
causes the positive engagement of the re-
taining pin with the ribbon.

Fig. 13 is a perspective view of a portion
of the rotating drum.
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Fig. 14 is a perspective view of a detail

of the hinge by which the retaining pin is
attached to the drum.

Fig. 15 is a perspective view of the retain-
ing pin and arm.

Fig. 15* is a perspective detail of one end
of said arm. ,

Fig. 15" is a perspective detail of the other
end thereof.

Fig. 16 is a perspective view of a cam
lever. .

Fig. 17 is a perspective view of a spring
controlling said lever.

Fig. 18'is a perspective view of the fold-
ing lever. ’

Fig. 19 is a perspective view of the sever-
ing knife and lever.

Fig. 20 is a perspective view of a lock
lever. :

My invention comprises a rotatable drum
25 which is adapted to receive and carry
within it a series of stamps in ribbon form
as indicated by dotted lines at 26 in Figs. 1,
2 and 3. A sharp pointed feeding pin 27
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carried by a lever or pivoted arm 28 is
adapted to engage the ribbon while the drum

" is rotating .in ome direction and cause the
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feeding of said ribbon to a position exterior
to said drum. I have also provided what I
term a retaining pin 29, which is sharp
pointed and carried by a lever or arm 30
pivotally attached to the drum as will be de-
scribed later. This retaining pin prevents
unauthorized removal of the stamps from
the machine, and assists in the accurate feed-
in% thereof. '

he ribbon of stamps is fed at each oper-
ation from the interior of the drum to the
exterior thereof through an opening in the
circumferential wall of the drum, said open-

'ing comprising a narrow channel between a

wall 44 and a wall 46 having a substan-
tially parallel relation. Adjacent the outer
terminal of this opening is a folding lever
31 which is adapted to bend the end stamp
of the ribbon to a position making an angle
with said ribbon.

I preferably form the roll of ribbon with
the gummed surface lying on the inside in
order that when the end stamp is bent at an
angle as shown in Fig. 1, the said gummed
surface will have a position convenient to
the moistening device 32. The rotation of
the drum is adapted to cause the said
gummed surface to pass the moistening de-
vice and to rub upon the same and become
moistened.

I provide a flat member 33 integral with
the outer circumferential wall of the drum
which is adapted to press the stamp upon
the envelop when it has reached its lower-
most position, as shown in Fig. 2. All of
the parts above described are actuated by a
handle 35 and a mechanism which will be
more fully described hereinafter.

The handle 85 is fixed to a slide 36 which
is provided within a vertical guideway in
the casing, said slide carrying a pin 37,
which is slidably fitted to a substantially ra-
dial slot 38 in the web or radial wall of the
drum. The downward movement of the pin
37 is adapted to impart the desired rotary
movements to the drum.

A - helical spring 89 is concentrically
mounted upon the hub of the drum, one end
40 of said spring being bent at an angle and
inserted in a slot 41 in the radial wall of
the drum. The opposite end of said spring
is bent at an angle diametrically across the
end thereof and inserted in a slot 43* in the
end of the stub shaft 43, as shown at 42.

The inner circumferential wall 44 of the
opening leading out of the drum is provided
with a slot 51 to provide clearance for the
sharp end of the feeding pin 27 when it
has penetrated the ribbon. The outer cir-
cumferential wall 46 is provided with a cir-
cular slot 46* to permit the movement of
the feeding pin along the circumference of

1,986,624

the drum until it engages the ribbon. Said
slot 46° is made wider at 46 to permit the
operation of the retaining pin arm 80 which
lies snugly against the ribbon at this point.
The small rectangular aperture 46° in the
wall 44 provides clearance for the sharp end
of the retaining pin.

The feeding pin arm 28 is provided with
an angularly disposed hinge portion 47
which is rotatably fitted at 48 to a pin 48
fixed in the casing. The said feeding pin
arm 28 is also provided with a laterally ex-
tending lug 49 which is adapted to slide

upon the walls 44 and 46 of the drum dur-

ing the rotation thereof in one direction and
upon the exterior surface of the cam lever
58 and also upon the exterior surface of the
hinge member 61 during the rotation of the
said drum in the other direction. The lug
49 will therefore be seen to control the
movement of the feeding pin with relation
to the ribbon of stamps. The end of the
arm 28 is angularly disposed to a slight ex-
tent in order to give free action upon the
cam lever and other parts described.

The outer circumferential wall 46 has a
shoulder at 50, over the end of which the
lug 49 may drop radially inward to permit
the feeding pin to engage the ribbon at this
point. The parts are so proportioned that
the feeding pin will remain in engagement

.with the ribbon during a part of its rota-

tion corresponding to 6ne stamp thereof.

The rétaining pin arm 30 is notched at 55
to permit the narrow part 53 of the cam 58
to cross said lever and thereby allow the ex-
tremity 56 to lie in contact with the inner
circumferential wall 44 of the drum. The
wider extremity 52 of the arm 380 is adapt-
ed to lie upon said circumferential wall 44
also at a point beyond the extremity of the
cam 58. The ends of both said arms are
therefore normally in contact with said
wall 44. .

Both the cam 58 and the arm 30 have their
extremities in contact with the wall 44 be-
yond the shoulder 50 and will be lifted by
the lug 49 of the lever 28 at the end of the
upward rotation of the drum. The upper
inner edge of the terminal portion 52 is bev-
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eled as shown at 527 to insure the passage .

of the lug 49 beneath the end of said lever.
The narrow portion 58 of the lever 58 is also
inclined to allow said lug 49 to pass beneath
it. The lug.49 is adapted to pass beyond
the extremity 54 of the lever 58, but not be-
yond the extremity 52 of the arm 30 at the
end of the upward movement. At the end
of said upward movement the lug 49 will
have a position beneath the end 52 of the
arm 30. (See Fig. 1%)

The Fin 29 projects beyond the outer sur-
face of the arm 30 and enters a slot 30 in
a lug 80° fixed to the drum. By this means

120

125

the arm is more accurately confined to its 139



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

.45

60

b5

60

65
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proper position on the drum than wie hings
structure at its upper end can confine it.

The arm 30 is provided with an inwardly
curved portion 30> which is adapted to re-
ceive the pressure of the lug 49 when the
drum is moving upwardly just at the time
it is passing over the shoulder 50 of the
wall 46. The arm 30 will thereby be lifted
and the retaining pin 29 will be disengaged
from the ribbon, while at the same instant
the feeding pin 27 is dropping into engage-
ment with said ribbon.

The lower extremity 54 of the cam lever
58 is beveled to cause it to pass below the lug
49 and thereby to raise the arm 28 and pin
27 from engagement with the ribbon during
the downward stroke. During said down-
ward stroke the lug 49 will have a position
exterior to the cam lever 58 and will ride
along said cam and along the exterior sur-
face of the hinge member 61 until the end
of the downward stroke.

The cam lever 58 is provided with an as-
cending slope 58 and a -descending slops
59 for the purpose of controlling the move-
ment of the moistener. The ascending slope

58 operrtes through the lever 28 to move "

the moistener 32 against the gummed sur-

face of the stamp by mechanism which will .

be described hereinafter. The descending
slope 59 has such a form and position with
relation to the angular position of the arm
28 that said arm maintains contact of the
moistener with the stamp during the move-
ment of said slope beneath it.

The upper end 60 of the cam lever 58 has
a position adjacent the hinge 62 and is
adapted to carry the lug 49 over said hinge
and upon the outer surface of the body of said
hinge member 61 until said lug 49 reaches
the upper end 62* thereof. The hinge mem-
ber supports the arm 30 by means of a pin
inserted through the lugs 63 of said lever,
and through the loop of said hinge. A
shoulder portion 64 of said lever lies in sub.-
stantial alin_ment with 2 corresponding
shoulder 62° of the hinge member whereby

the lug 49 is carried smoothly along to its

final position.

A spring 65 secured to the drum is pro-
vided with a lateral wing 66, which bears
upon the cam lever 58 and is adapted to
maintain it in contact at its lower end with
the wall 44. . The cam lever is pivotally at-
tached by means of a pin 67 in the aperture
58" to the drum. The small bent strip 69
secured to the drum provides a support for
the pin above described. The radial slot
38 has an outer portion 70 disposed at an
angle thereto into which the pin 37 slides in
the lowermost portion of its stroke, thereby
retaining the drum in an immovable posi-
tion during said lowermost part of the
stroke. - The part 70 of the slot then has a
vertical position. The operations of press-

ing the stamp upon the envelop and sever-
ing the same-from the ribbon are effected
during said lowermost part of the stroke.

The severing knife 34 is carried by a mov-
able arm 71 which is pivotally attached at
71* to the rear face of the drum and is car-
ried by the same. The said arm 71 is pro-
vided with an angular end 72 which nor-
mally lies in the path of the pin 37 and has
a position diagonally disposed across the
outer portion 70 of the slot as is shown in
Figs. 1 and 2. An aperture 74 near the
end of the arm receives the inner end of
the spring 89, the tension of said spring be-
ing such as to normally hold the arm 71 in
the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2. When
in this position the severing knife 34 lies in
contact with the edge of the flat portion 83
of the drum and its lower face lies in the
same plane therewith. The downwardly ex-
tending lug 78 provides for the attachment
of said knife to the arm 71. :

The folding lever 81 is pivotally attached
at 75 to the drum and is provided with a pin
76 in one of its arms which is adapted to
slide in a glot 79 in the frame. The slot 79

‘controls tite movement of said lever during

a portion of the rotary movement of the
drum, and during another portion of said
rotary movement, the lever is actuated by

‘2 pin 78 which is engaged by the notch 77

in said lever and given an angular movement
with relation to the drum. This angular
movement is such as to cause the arm 31 to
move ‘outwardly’ away from the drum and
to fold the end stamp of the ribbon to an
angular position about the edge of the sever-
ing knife 84. Thisangular position is clearly
illustrated in Fig..1. In this position of

‘the stamp the severing knife will effectively
-engage the ribbon and carry it downwardly

to the affixing position.

A small leyer 81 is pivotally attached to
the drum at 83 and is provided with a later-
ally projecting lug 82 which'is adapted to be
engaged by the upper arm of the folding

lever at 76* and pushed outwardly. The said

arm of the folding lever is pushed outwardly
during the downward rotation of the drum
by an outwardly curved portion 80 in the
slot 79 which engages the pin 76. The small
lever 81 is provided at the end of its other
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arm 84 with an oppositely disposed lug 85

which is adapted to bear upon the retaining
pin arm 30. The outwardly curved portion
80 of the slot is therefore adapted to cause
the retaining pin to be forced into the rib-
bon of stamps during the downward stroke
of the mechanism described. The retaining
pin will then prevent the unauthorized with-
drawal of the stamps. It will also prevent
too great feed of the ribbon due to inertia.

The drum is provided with an outwardly
extending flange 86 in which the pivot pin
83 is conveniently mounted. I have pro-
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‘vided a member 87 : secured to the iIiner wall

- of the casing in the path of the edge of the

10
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20

end stamp of the ribbon for insuring the

‘backward folding thereof during the down-

ward movement.
The moistener is carried by an arm 88

“which is pivotally mounted upon a pin 48*

secured to the casing. This arm 88 carries
at its lower extremity the water receptacle
89°in which the moistener 82 is immersed at
its inner end. The moistener 32 is prefer-
ably made of a fibrous material or wicking
which absorbs moisture and imparts it to
the stamp. _

Within the casing 89 I secure two small
tubes 90 and 91 near the upper wall of said
casing, said tubes opening outwardly at the
front thereof and terminating near the rear
wall of said receptacle. These tubes permit
filling of the receptacle with water and are
so arranged that said water cannot acciden-

_tally spill.out of the receptacle.
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At the upper end of the arm 88 I provide
two lugs 92 and 93 between which the feed
pin arm 28 has a limited angular movement.
A helical spring 94 is placed around the pin
48, one end thereof being fixed in the slotted
end of said pin at 96, and retained therein
by a nut 97. The opposite end of said
spring is bent to a position which causes it
to bear upon the arm 28, as shown at 95, and
to push.said arm toward the drum. The
lug 92 is given such a position with relation
to the arm 28 that the said arm when pushed
outwardly by the cam 58 will engage said
lug and cause the arm 88 to swing and hence
the moistener 32 to be pressed against the
stamp when it is moving downwardly.

At the extremity of the downward stroke
of ‘the parts the inclined lug 98 carried by
the slide 86 actuated by the handle 35 1is
adapted to strike the lug 49 of the arm 28

‘and force it outwardly and downwardly to

a_position below the shoulder 62* of the
hinge member 61. This downward move-
ment of said lever 28 will canse it to en-
gage the lug 93 and to move the moistener
32 away from the drum. The lug 49 is then
In position to lie beneath the hinge member
61 dqrm% the upward rotation of the drum;
to slide beneath the arm 30; and to drop
over the shoulder.50 and cause the feeding
pin to engage the ribbon of stamps during
said downward movement. '

A locking lever 99 is pivotally mounted
upon the stub shaft 48 and is provided with
a_laterally projecting pin 100, which is
adapted to oscillate in a slot 105 in the rear
wall of the casing. This pin 100 is also
adapted to receive pressure from the in-
clined edge 101 of the slide 86 and to be
swung to the left as viewed in Fig. 4. In
the normal position of the parts when the
stamp vending machine is unoperated, the
lever 99 has such a position that the laterally

1,239,694

projecting pin 102 thereon lies immediately
above a raised portion 103 of the base of the

.machine. When in this position the said

base cannot move upwardly with relation
to the frame of the machine and said base
portion thereby prevents accidental contact
of the drum with the table or other exterior
objects. The said base portion is slidably
mounted upon the rear portion of the frame
as will be described later. ‘

70

75

The base. portion is provided with an in- -
wardly projecting flange.106 which overlies .

the pin 102 and prevents the downward
movement of said base portion and of the
upper part of the casing which is integral
therewith.  In this flange 106 a narrow
notch 104 is provided which will pass over
the pin 102 and allow said downward move-
ment of the casing when said pin 102 is
pushed to a position in line with it. This
may be done by the user of the machine by
means of the pin 100 which projects through
the slot 105. : ) :

I have provided means at the upper por-
tion of the casing for holding the side walls
and base portion in engagement with the
rear or main body of the frame. Thismeans
consists of lugs 107 which are inwardly bent
at the rear edges of the walls of the upper
part of the casing and adapted to lie behind
the shoulders 108 of the main frame. Below
these shoulders ‘I provide notches 109
through which the lugs 107 may be removed

80
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when the front portion of the casing is -

moved downwardly. Such movement canbe
effected when the pin 102 has been pushed
into alinement with the notch 104.

Overlying the slide 86 at the rear of the:

machine I provide a thin plate 116 secured
to the main frame of the machine. I pref-
erably consider the thick plate 112 as the

105

main frame of the machine and in the pres-

ent description it is desirable that’'it be so
considered. The lugs 107 have a . position
between the overlying plate 116 and the
frame 112, said overlying plate 116 being
provided with depressions 116® to receive
them. S

The handle 35 is secured to the forwardly
projecting lug 118 of the plate 86, being
rigidly secured thereto at 117. The forward

.end 98 of said lug has been previously de-

seribed. _

The stub shaft 43 is rigidly secured at
113 to the frame plate 112, thereby causing
the drum and other parts mounted upon
said shaft to travel with said plate 36 as
previously described.

The lever 99 is provided with a tubular
hub 114 which is mounted upon said stub
shaft. The web 115 of the drum is also pro-
vided with a tubular hub 115* rigidly se-
cured to it and rotatively mounted upon the
exterior of the hub 114. The nut 43°
threaded upon the end of said stub shaft is
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,adapted to retain all. the paris mounted

thereon in their proper positions. It is alse
adapted to retain the end 42 of the spring

39 in its proper position within the slot 43, -

The said end 42 of the spring also enters
notches 114* in the hub of the lever 99'and
by its engagement with said hub causes the

said lever 99 to assume such a position that’

the pin 102 will lie above the raised part 103
in the base, except when the machine is
being operated. . In order to permit this
action of the spring upon the lever 99, I pro-
vide a clearance space in the base of the slot
43% as shown at 43¢ _

The spring 89 will therefore be seen to
have a plurality of functions as follows:

(1) To rotate the lever 99 to its normal po-

sition . above described; (2) to rotate the
drum 89 to its mormal positicn by contach
with the end of the slot 413 (8) to move the
severing knife arm 71 to its normal position
with relation to the drum, as shown in Fig.
1; (4) to restore the handle to the upper

“position, which it does through the action

of the drum; and (5) to operate other parts
of the mechanism through the action of the
drum as above described, :

The base plate of the casing is cut away
at 119 to provide an aperture to permit the

‘drum and the stamp to project slightly when
affixing the stamp to the envelop. In the.

normal position of the mechanism said drum
lies within the base plate.

In the use and operation of my improved
affixing machine the operator actuates the
handle 35 in a downward direction after
first having‘placed the base of the machine
upon the envelop in proper relation thereto.

The downward - movement of the handle -

causes the slide 86 by means of the pin 87
working in the slot 88 to rotate the drum
in a left hand direction, as viewed in Figs.
1 and 2, until the flat portion 83 of the drum
has a position close to the envelop. On the
way downward the severing knife 34 en-
gages the ribbon in the angle formed be-

- tween the folded stamp at the end and the

50
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body of the ribbon and causes it to move
downward until said stamp has a position
between the flat portion 83 and the envelop.

On the way downward the moistener 32

is .pushed -against the gummed surface of

the stamp by the cam 58 operating through
the lever 28 and lug 92 of the moistener arm
88. -During this downward movement the

offset portion 80 of the cam slot 79 actuates -

the lever 81 slightly in a"direction which

causes the small lever 81 to force the re-

taining pin 29 into' the paper. Said pin is
retained. in engagement with the paper by
the spring 65, S R
~During- the inttial part of the s2id down-

‘ward movement the driy 28 is lifted out of

contact with the drum by the lower extrem-
ity 54 of the cam 58 and is held out of con-

“the stamp on the envelop,

€

tact by said cam and by the hinge member
61 until the end of the downward movement.

During said downward movement the
folder 31 is caused to move toward the drum
by the pin 78 and cam slot 79 until it reaches
the position shown in Fig. 2. It is then
ready to fold ancther stamp in the ribbon
back to an angular position when the up-
ward stroke takes place.

When the drum has reached the position 7

in the downward stroke shown in Fig. 2,
in which the flat portion 83 begins to press
the pin 37 has
reached the inclined edge 72 of the severing
lever, and a - short additional movement
downwardly causes the said pin to move said
lever sufficiently to cause the knife 34 to
sever the -stamp from the ribben. During
this additional movement the pin 37 is trav-
eling in the angularly disposed portion 70
of the slot in the drum, at which time the
said portion of the slot has s vertical posi-
tion: During this time the pin therefore re-
tains the drum rigidly in a position which
causes the stamp fo be firmly pressed upon
the paper: During this short additional
movement the inclined face of the lug 93
comes info contact with the exiremity of
the lug 49 of the arm 28 and forces it off
the hinge member 61 and into contact with
the drum. After the stamp has been severed

and hence affixed to the envelop, the oper-

ator discontinues pressure upon the handle
35 and the tension of the spring 89 ‘first
causes the severing lever 71 to return to its
nermal position with relation to the drum.
The end of the spring at 40 then bears upon

the drum at the end of the slot 41 and causes -

a rotation thereof in a right hand direc-
tion. '

During the upward movement of the parts
the feeding pin 27 comes into contact with
the paper at the time when the shoulder 50
of the drum passes from under the lug 49.

‘Simultaneously therewith the said lug 49

strikes the curved part 30 of the retaining
pin arm 30 and forces the pin out of the
paper. The continued rotation of the drum
causes it to move relatively to the paper,
said paper being held stationary by the feed-
ing pin27. -~

During the upward movement the folding
lever 81 is moved outwardly and engages the
end stam’y, which has now been fed into posi-
tion, and folds it to the angular position
shown in Fig. 1. This outward movement
of the folding lever is produced by the pin

78 when it is engaged by the notch 77 in

said - folding lever. During the  upward
movement the moistener 32 is pushed away
from the drum by the spring 94 and arm 28
which engages
arm 88, o : ,

During said upward movement the spring

389 through the pressure of ifs end 42 upon 1

the lug 93 on the moistener
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the hub of the lock arm 99 causes the pin
102 of said arm to move to a position above
the raised portion 108 of the base, thereby
causing said base to be locked in a position
below the periphery of the drum, and pro-

teécting it.

To remove the main portion of the casing
from the frame 112 for the purpose of re-
loading, it is necessary only to push the pin
100 along the slot 105 until the pin 102 of
the arm 99 is brought into alinement with
the opening 104 when said casing can be

moved downwardly.. The doewnward move-,

ment should then be sufficient to cause the

lugs 107 to come to a position opposite the

notches 109 when the casing can be freely
removed from the frame. A new ribbon of
stamps can then be inserted in the drum if
the previous supply has become exhausted.
The water in the moistener can also be re-
plenished.

While I have described more or less pre-

cisely the details of construction, I do not.

wish to be understood™as limiting myself

thereto, as I contemplate changes in form-

and the proportion of parts and the substitu-
tion of equivalents as circumstances may
suggest or render expedient without depart-
ing from the spirit of my invention.

T claim:

1. In a device of the class described, a ro-
tatable drum adapted to contain a series of
stamps in ribbon form and means to impart
a bodily movement to said drum to press
a stamp of said series upon an envelop or
the like. : .

2. In a portable stamp affixing machine, a
rotatable drum adapted to contain a series
of stamps in ribbon form, means to impart
a bodily movement to said. drum to press a
stamp of said series upon an envelop or the

* like, and means for feeding said stamps suc-
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cessively to a position for receiving the pres-
sure of said drum. . ,

8. In a stamp affixing machine, a rotatable
drum adapted to contain a series of stamps
in ribbon form, means for imparting a ra-
dial movement to said drum to press a.stamp.
of said series upon an envelop or the like,
means for feeding said stamps successively
to a position for receiving the pressure of
said drum. and means for moistening a

stamp of said ribbon before pressing it upon

said envelop. .

4. In a device of the class described, a ro-
tatable drum adapted to contain a series of
stamps in ribbon form, means to oscillate
and impart a bodily movement to said drum
to press a stamp of said series upon an en-
velop or the like, means for feeding said
stamps successively to a position for receiv-
ing the pressure of said drum, means for
moistening a stamp of said ribbon before
pressing it upon said envelop, and means
for severing a stamp irom said series.

1,380,624

5. In a device of the class described, a ro-

tatable drum adapted to contain a series of .

‘stamps in ribbon form and having an open-

ing permitting the passage of said ribbon
to the exterior thereof, means for imparting
a feeding movement to said series, means for

moistening a stamp in said series, and means

to impart a radial movement to said drum
for pressing said stamp upon an envelop or
the like. - L

6. In a device of the class described, a
rotatable member adapted to contain a series
of stamps in ribbon form and having an
opening permitting the passage of said rib-

bon to the exterior thereof, means for im-

parting a feeding movement to said series,
means for moistening a stamp in said series,
means for pressing said stamp upon an en-
velop or the like, and means carried by said
rotatable member and having a movement in

-the direction of the periphery of said drum

for severing said stamp from said ribbon.

“1. In a device of fhe class described, a
rotatable member adapted to contain a series
of stamps in ribbon form, a casing in which
said member is rotatably mounted, and
means for imparting rotation to said mem-
ber and moving said member radially to

-press a stamp upon an envelop or the like.
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8. In a device of the class described, a -

rotatable member adapted to contain a series

"of stamps in ribbon form, a casing in which

said member is rotatably mounted, means
for imparting rotation to said member and
causing said member to press a stamp upon

- an envelop or the like, said casing having a

bodily movement with relation to said rota-
table member and adapted to recede from
said envelop when said member is pressing

‘“upon said envelop.

9. In a device of the class descri-l\)ed, a

_rotatable member adapted to contain a series

of stamps in ribbon form, a casing in which
said member is rotatably mounted, means
for imparting rotation to said member and
causing said member to press a stamp upon
an envelop orthe like, said casing having a
bodily movement with relation to said rota-
table member and adapted to recede from

.said envelop when said member is pressing

upon said envelop, and means for restoring
said casing to its normal position when the
pressure is removed.

10. In a device of the class described, a

4

rotatable member adapted to contain a series 2

of stamps in ribbon form, a casing in which
said member is rotatably mounted, means
for imparting rotation to said member and
causing said member to press a-stamp upon
an envelop or the like, said casing having a
bodily movement with relation to said rota-
table member and adapted to recede from
said envelop when said member is pressing

upon said envelop, and means for restoring

said casing to its normal position when the
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pressure is removed, said casing being sep-
arable from said rotatable member upon the
extension of said bedily movement,

11. In a device of the class described, 2
rotatable member adapted to contain a series
of stamps in ribbon. form, a casing in which
said member is rotatably mounted, means
for imparting rotation to said. member and
causing said member to press a stamp upon
an envelop or the like, said casing having a
bodily movement with relation to said rota-
table member and adapted to recede from
said envelop when said member is pressing
upon said envelop, means for restoring said
casing to its normal position when the pres-

sure 1s removed, said casing being separable -

from said rotatable member upon the ex-
tension of said bodily movement, and means
for preventing the extension of said bodily
movement, said means being under the con-
trol of the operator.

12. In a device of the class described, a
rotatable member adapted to contain a series
of stamps in ribbon form, and having a
channel leading from the interior to the ex-
terior thereof, a feeding element mounted
separately from said member and adapted to
engage said ribbon and hold it while said
member is rotating in one direction, a re-
taining element carried by said rotatable
member and adapted to engage said ribbon
during the movement of said member in the
opposite direction, and mechanism for effect-
ing the affixing of a stamp to an envelop

-or the like.

13. In a device of the class described, a
rotatable member adapted to contain a series
of stamps in ribbon form, and having a
channel leading from the interior to the ex-
terior thereof, a feeding element mounted
separately from said member and adapted to

engage said ribbon and hold it while said’

member is rotating in one direction, a re-
taining element carried by said rotatable
member and adapted to engage said ribbon
during the movement of said member in the
opposite direction, means for holding said
feeding element out of engagement with
said ribbon during the movement in said
opposite direction, and mechanism for effect-
ing the affixing of a stamp to an envelop
or the like,

14. In a device of the class described, a

rotatable member adapted to wontain a series
of stamps in ribbon form and having a
channel leading from the interior to the
exterior thereof, a feeding element mounted
separately from said member and adapted
to engage said ribbon and hold it while said
member is rotating in one direction, a re-
taining element carried by said rotatable
member and adapted to engage said ribbon
during the movement of said member in the
opposite direction, means for holding said

feeding element out of engagement with said.

%}?

ribbon. during the movement in said op-
posite direction, said feeding element being

-adapted to disengage said r'etaining element

from said ribbon, and mechanism for effect-
ing the affixing of a stamp to an envelop or
the like. :

15. In a device of the class described, a

rotatable member adapted to contain a se--

ries of stamps in ribbon form, means for
imparting a bodily movement to said mem-
ber to press a stamp of said ribbon upon an
envelop or the like, a moistening element

. adjacent said member, and means for mov-

ing said moistening element intc contact
with said stamp. ' :
16. In a device of the class described, 2
rotatable member adapted to contain a se-
ries of stamps in ribbon form and adapted
to press a stamp of said ribbon upon an en-
velop or the 'like, a moistening element ad-

-jacent said member, means for moving said

moistening ‘element into contact with said
stamp, and means for folding said stamp at
an angle to said ribbon with its gummed
face in a position adapted to make contact
with said moisténing element.

17. In a device of the class described, a
rotatable member adapted to contain a se-

ries of stamps in ribbon form and adapted

to press a stamp of said ribbon upon an en-

velop or the like, a moistening element ad-
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jacent said member, means for moving said .

.moistening element into contact with said

stamp, means for folding said stamp at an
angle to said ribbon with its gummed face
in a position adapted to make contact with
said moistening element, and means for en-

‘gaging said ribbon at the angle of the fold

and moving said stamp into contact with
said envelop. o
18. In a device of the class described, a

. rotatable member adapted to contain a series

of stamps in ribbon form, a feeding ele-
ment adapted to engage said ribbon and pre-
vent its movement with said member in one
direction, a retaining element adapted to en-
gage said ribbon during the movement in the
opposite direction, means adapted to force
said retaining element into engagement with
said ribbon during the movement in said
second named direction, and mechanism for
effecting the affixing of a stamp to an en-
velop or the like. .

19. In a device of the class described, a

. rotatable member adapted to contain a se-

ries of stamps in ribbon form, means_for
folding a stamp at an angle to said ribbon,

- and means for engaging said ribbon at the

angle of the fold and moving said stamp
into contact with an envelop or the like.

20. In a device of the class described, 2
rotatable member.adapted to contain a series
of stamps in ribbon form, means for folding
a stamp at an angle to said ribbon, and
means for engaging said ribbon at the angle

100

i0s

1o

115

120

125

130



5

10

15,

20

25

30

~

" of the fold and moving said stamp into con-

tact with an envelop or the like, said last
named means being adapted to sever said
stamp from said ribbon.

.21, In a device of the class described, a
rotatable drum adapted to contain a series
of stamps in ribbon form, means for feed-
ing said ribbon to the exterior of said drum,
means for severing a stamp from said rib-
bon, and means for imparting a bodily move-
ment to said drum to press a stamp of said
series upon an envelop or the like.

92. In a device of the class described, a
rotatable drum adapted to contain a series
of stamps in ribbon form, a casing for said
drum, means for feeding a stamp of said
ribbon to the exterior of said casing, means
for severing a stamp.from said ribbon, and

means for imparting a bodily movement to-

said drum. .

28. In a device of the class described, a
rotatable drum adapted to contain a series
of stamps in ribbon form, a casing for said
drum, means for feeding a stamp of said
ribbon to the exterior of said casing, and
means for severing a stamp from said rib-
bon, said casing having a reciprocating
movement with relation to said drum to
press a stamp against an envelop or the like
and an aperture permitting egress of said
ribbon. '

- rotatable drum adapted to contain a series
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of stamps in ribbon form, a frame member,
a rotatable drum mounted on said frame
member, a reciprocating member movakly
attached to said frame member and adapted
to impart rotation to said drum, means for
severing stamps from said ribbon, and means
for aflixing the severed stamp to an envelop
or the like. \ ‘

95.'In a device of the class described, a
rotatable drum adapted to contain a series
of stamps in ribbon form, a frame member,
a rotatable drum mounted on said frame
member, a reciprocating member movably
attached to said frame member and adapted

to impart rotation to said drum, means for

severing stamps from said ribben, and a cas-
ing member slidably mounted upon said
frame member to effect the affixing of a
stamp to an envelop or the like and having
an opening permitting a portion of said
drum to protrude beyond tﬁe walls of said
casing when said casing member is moved
from its normal position. -

26. In a device of the class described, a

_rotary member adapted to carry a series. of

1,239,624

stamps in ribbon form, means codperating
with said rotary member to successively un-

80

wind the stamps of said ribbon, means car--,

‘ried by said member for severing a stamp

from said ribbon, and means for imparting
a bodily movement to said member to affix
the severed stamp to an envelop or the like,
27, In a device of the class described, a

-member adapted to carry a series of stamps

in ribbon form, means carried by said mem-
ber for severing a stamp from said ribbon,
means for pressing the severed stamp upon
an envelop or the like, and means carried
by said member for folding a stamp to an
angular position with relation to said rib-
bon before severing. x .

28. In a device of the class described, a
member adapted to carry a series of stamps
in ribbon form and deliver them singly, and
a casing for said member having a portion
thereof movable with relation to said mem-
ber permitting a part of said member to pro-
trude beyond the walls of said casing when
said portion is moved from its normal po-
sition to press a stamp upon an envelop or
the like. ~ ‘

29. In a device of the class described, a
member adapted to carry a series of stamps
in ribbon form and deliver them singly, a
casing for said member having 'a portion

. . ) . thereof movable with relation to said mem-
24, In a device of the class described, a

ber permitting a part of said member to pro-
trude beyond the walls of said casing when
said portion is moved from its normal posi-
tion to affix a stamp to an envelop or the like,
and means for retaining said portion in its
normal position except when said member is
operated. S
80. In a device of the class described, a

member adapted to carry a series of stamps-

in ribbon form and deliver them singly, a
casing for said member having a portion
thereof movable with relation to said mem-
ber permitting a part of said member to pro-

‘trude beyond the walls of said casing when

said portion is moved from its normal posi-
tion to affix a stamp to an envelop or the like,
and means for retaining said portion in its
normal position except when said member is
operated, said means being further manually
operable to.permit entire separation of said
portion from the remainder of said casing.
In testimony whereof, I have subscribed

my name, -
GEORGE L. REICHHELM.
‘Witnesses: ’
Mxra A. MEeRrIAM,
J. Freperick BAKER.
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