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This invention relates to new and useful 
improvements in a combination desk and 
pocket seal. 
The invention has for an object the con 

5 struction of a seal of the class mentioned 
which is characterized by a substantially U 
shaped frame turned on its side so that one 
arm constitutes the bottom of the device and 
allows the insertion of paper or other ma 

10 terial to be impressed between the arms of 
the frame, eliminating the necessity of bend 
ing the paper or material as is customary 
in present day seals. 
As a still further object of this invention, 

it is proposed to provide a movable jaw on 
the seal slidably arranged between bosses 
upon the upper arm of the U-shaped frame 
and to arrange the guides of the jaw at a 
slight inclination to the vertical so that the 
seal, in operation, clamps the paper at one 
side first before it assumes its natural inl 
pressing position. - 
As another one of the objects of this in 

vention, it is proposed to mount the movable 
jaw with a sufficient degree of play to allow 
the jaw to self-adjust itself into its true 
impressing condition. 
A still further object of this invention is 

to reinforce the U-shaped frame with ribs 
arranged to simultaneously provide a hollow 
space into which a handle for operating the 
movable jaw may be disposed. 

Furthermore, as another object of this in 
vention, it is proposed to provide a cam hav 

35 ing stems journaled in the bosses on said U 
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shaped frame and coacting with the movable 
jaw to accomplish raising and lowering 
thereof. 
As a still further object of this invention 

it is proposed to construct a combination 
desk and pocket seal which is of simple dura 
ble construction, dependable in use and ef 
ficient in operation, and which can be manu 
factured and sold at a reasonable cost. 

For further comprehension of the inven 
tion, and of the objects and advantages there. 
of, reference will be had to the following 
description and accompanying drawings, and 
to the appended claims in which the various 
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novel features of the invention are more 
particularly set forth. 

In the accompanying drawings forming a 
material part of this disclosure:- 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of a device 
constructed according to this invention. 

Fig. 2 is an end elevational view of Fig. 
1 looking from the left hand side. 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is a transverse enlarged sectional 

view taken on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 5 is a side elevational view of the cam 

used for actuating the jaw of the device. 
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Fig. 6 is an end elevational view of Fig. 5. 
Fig. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view 

taken on the line 7-7 of Fig. 3. 
Fig. 8 is a view similar to a portion of Fig. 

1 but illustrating the device with one of the 
bushings which supports the device removed. 
The combination desk and pocket seal, ac 

cording to this invention, is composed of a 
Substantially U-shaped frame 10 turned upon 
the side so as to have a bottom arm 11 and a 
top arm 12. Spaced bosses 13 are formed 
upon the top arm 12 at the end thereof. Re 
inforcement ribs 14 extend across the top arm 
of the frame and down along the bent por 
tion thereof. In all, there are two ribs spaced 
from each other and starting at the rear por 
tions of the bosses 13. These ribs add great 
rigidity to the frame and reduce bending of 
the arms of the jaw during the use of the 
seal. Further, a handle 15 for operating the 
device may assume a position between the ribs 
So as to form a compact arrangement. 
Ajaw 16 is slidably supported from the top 

arm 12 by reason of having a stem 17 slidably 
engaging between the bosses 13. A bridge 18 
is mounted across the free front faces of the 
bosses 13 by screws 19. This bridge serves 
to prevent displacement of the stem of the 
jaw. The bridge 18 is flat against the fronts 
of the bosses 13 which are cut at a very slight 
inclination to the vertical, indicated by the 
angle A in Fig. 4. The upper arm 12, at the 
portion where the stem 17 engages there with, 
is also cut at an inclination indicated in Fig. 
4 by reference B. These inclined surfaces 
tend to guide the jaw downwards at a slight 
inclination as indicated by the angle C. The 
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tendency therefore is obtained for engaging 
one side of the jaw against the paper before 
the jaw assumes an impressing condition. 
It is requisite that sufficient play be had be 
tween the bridge 18 and the inclined surface 
of the arm 12 so that the jaw may assume a 
flat condition when this is desired. Seal ele 
ments 20 are respectively mounted upon the 
opposing faces of the jaw 16 and the bottom 
arm 1 of the frame. 
The stem 17 is formed with a transverse 

opening 21 in which a cam 22 operates. The 
opening 21 is elongated along the horizontal 
cam 22 located well towards the rear of the 
opening 21 so as to cause the jaw 16 to assume 
the slightly inclined position indicated by 
the angle C. The cam 22 is integral with 
stems 23 projecting from both sides. These 
stems rotatively engage within bushings 24 
extended through the bosses 13. Flanges 25 
on the outer ends of the bushings 24 limit the 
amount of insertion of the bushings within 
the bosses. Screws 26 threadedly engage 
within the ends of the stems 23 and serve to 
prevent displacement of the bushings 24. The 
cann 22 is of circular form and of a diameter 
slightly smaller than the diameter Within 
the bosses 13 which accommodate the bush 
ings 24. Consequently, it is possible to insert 
the cam in place by passing it through one of 
the openings in the bosses. Once located be 
tween the bosses, it may be moved to a posi 
tion in which the stems 23 are coaxial within 
the openings in the bosses. 
The stem 17 from the jaw is formed with 

an opening 26 extended from the top to the 
rear side. A handle 15 has a peg portion 28 
engaged through an aperture in the cam 22. 
This handle projects from the opening 26. 
In Fig. 4 it is shown in a raised position 
wherein the jaw 16 is correspondingly raised. 
In the other figures the handle is shown low 
ered and the jaw correspondingly lowered. 
A set screw 29 may be engaged through the 
cam 22 and against the peg portion 28 of the 
handle to lock the handle in place. The 
over-all length between the extremities of the 
stems 23 is slightly greater than the location 
of the outer faces of the bushings 24 so that 
the screws 27 may rest against the ends of 
the stems 23 and in this manner prevent pos 
sible binding. 
The operation of the seal may be under 

stood by inspecting Fig. 1. A document or 
other material upon which the seal is to be 
impressed may be engaged between the seal 
elements 20. This document may be inserted 
to any depth limited by the bar of the U 
shaped frame. The arms of the U-shaped 
frame may be of any length to accommodate 
for special needs in the insertion of paper 
or other material to be impressed. When 
the handle 27 is moved from the vertical to 
the horizontal position, the cam 22 will move 
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jaw 16 will first engage with one side against 
the paper and as the handle continues to be 
moved to the lowered position the jaw will 
be moved down flat and form the impression. 
The advantage of lowering one side first is 
that the impressions in the seal elements will 
very easily seek their true aligned positions. 

It is well to point out that a minor fea 
ture of the invention is the arrangement of 
the parts so that they may be conveniently 
assembled. It should be noted that the de 
vice may be taken apart by first removing 
the bridge 18. This bridge covers an open 
ing 17 in the stem portion 17 of the moy 
able jaw. A screw driver may be insert 
ed through this opening and the set screw 
29 loosened so that the handle 15 can be with 
drawn. Thereafter, the bushings 24 and the 
cam 22 should be moved to a position where 
in they may be passed through one of the ap 
ertures in which the bushings 24 were po 
sitioned. 
Another feature of the invention which is 

quite important, is the fact that the moveable 
jaw 16 is automatically self-closing. The 
opening 26 limits the raising of the handle 
15 to the vertical position, which position it 
cannot maintain because of the offset stems 
23 of the cam 22. Consequently, it will fall 
due to gravity to the position shown in Fig. 
1 which is the closed position. The closing 
of the seal elements eliminates dust from 
settling into the seal and reducing its effect. 
While I have illustrated and described my 

invention with some degree of particularity, 
I realize that in practice various alterations 
therein may be made. therefore reserve 
the right and privilege of changing the form 
of the details of construction or otherwise 
altering the arrangement of the correlated 
parts without departing from the spirit or 
the scope of the appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by United 
States Letters Patent is:- 

1. A combination desk and pocket seal. 
comprising a frame of substantially J-shape 
and turned on one side so that one arm con 
stitutes the bottom thereof, the top arm of 
said frame being formed with spaced bosses. 
a jaw between the arms of the frame and 
having a stem extending between said bosses, 
said stem having a transverse opening seal 
elements on the opposing faces of said jaw 
and the bottom arm, a cam within said trans 
verse opening in the stem of said jaw and 
having stems journaled in said bosses, and 
a handle engaging through an opening in the 
stem of said jaw and into said cam. 

2. A combination desk and locket seal, comprising a frame of substantially J-shape 
and turned on one side so that one arm co 
stitutes the bottom thereof, the top arm of 
said frame being formed with spaced bosses, 
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downwards So as to lower the jaw 16. The a jaw between the arms of the frame and is 
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having a stem extending between said bosses, 
said stem having a transverse opening seal 
elements on the opposing faces of said jaw 
and the bottom arm, a cam within said trans 
Verse opening in the stem of said jaw and 
having stems journaled in Said bosses, and a 
handle engaging through an opening in the 
stem of saidjaw and into said cam, said frame 
being reinforced by ribs extending from the 
bosses on the top arm around the bend of the 
frame. 

3. A combination desk and pocket seal, 
comprising a frame of substantially U-shape 
and turned on One side so that one arm con 
stitutes the bottom thereof, the top arm of 
said frame being formed with spaced bosses, 
a jaw between the arms of the frame and 
having a stem extending between said bosses, 
said stem having a transverse opening seal 
elements on the opposing faces of Said jaw 
and the bottom arm, a cam within said trans 
verse opening in the stem of said jaw and hav 
ing stems journaled in said bosses, and a han 
dle engaging through an opening in the stem 
of said jaw and into said cam, said frame be 
ing reinforced by ribs extending from the 
bosses on the top arm around the bend of 
the frame, and said handle being capable of 
assuming a position between said reinforc 
ing ribs. 

4. A combination desk and pocket seal, 
comprising a frame substantially U-shape 
and turned on one side so that one arm con 
stitutes the bottom thereof, the top arm of 
said frame being formed with spaced bosses, 
a jaw between the arms of the frame and 
having a stem extending between said bosses, 
seal elements on the opposing faces of said 
jaw and the bottom arm, a cam within a 
transverse opening in the stem of said jaw 
and having stems journaled in said bosses, 
and a handle engaging through an opening 
in the stem of said jaw and into said cam, 
a bridge being attached between the front 
faces of said bosses and serving to slidably 
hold the stem of said jaw, said bridge also 
covering an opening in the stem of said jaw, 
providing for the insertion of the screw driv 
er to reach a set screw engaged through said 
cam and abutting the handle for maintain 
ing the latter element in place. 

5. A combination desk and pocket seal, 
comprising a frame of substantially U-shape 
and turned on one side so that one arm con 

5 stitutes the bottom thereof, the top arm of 
said frame being formed with spaced bosses, a 
jaw between the arms of the frame and hav 
ing a stem extending between said bosses, seal 
elements on the opposing faces of said jaw 
and the bottom arm, a cam within a transverse 
opening in the stem of said jaw and having 
stems journaled in said bosses, and a handle 
engaging through an opening in the stem of 
said jaw and into said cam, a bridge being at 
tached between the front faces of said bosses 
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and serving to slidably hold the stem of said 
jaw, said bridge and the portion of said up 
per arm which engages the stem of said jaw 
being at a slight angle to the vertical so that 
the jaw may assume a slightly inclined posi 
tion. 

6. A combination desk and pocket seal, 
comprising a frame of substantially U-shape 
and turned on one side so that one arm con 
stitutes the bottom thereof, the top arm of 
said frame being formed with spaced bosses, 
a jaw between the arms of the frame and hav 
ing a stem extending between said bosses, seal 
elements on the opposing faces of said jaw 
and the bottom arm, a cam within a 
transverse opening in the stem of said jaw 
and having stems journaled in said bosses, 
and a handle engaging through an opening in 
the stem of said jaw and into said cam, a 
bridge being attached between the front faces 
of said bosses and serving to slidably hold the 
stem of said jaw, said bridge and the portion 
of said upper arm which engages the stem of 
said jaw being at a slight angle to the verti 
cal so that the jaw may assume a slightly in 
clined position, said cam being offset from the 
center of said jaw in a raised position of the 
jaw so as to hold the jaw at an inclination as 
permitted by the inclined surfaces. 

7. A combination desk and pocket seal, 
comprising a frame of substantially U-shape 
and turned on one side so that one arm con 
stitutes the bottom thereof, the top arm of 
said frame being formed with spaced bosses, 
a jaw between the arms of the frame and 
having a stem extending between said bosses, 
seal elements on the opposing faces of said 
jaw and the bottom arm, a cam within a 
transverse opening in the stem of said jaw 
and having stems journaled in said bosses, 
and a handle engaging through an opening in 
the stem of said jaw and into said cam, bush 
ings being engaged within said bosses for the 
proper supporting of the stem from said cam. 

8. A combination desk and pocket seal, 
comprising a frame of substantially U-shape 
and turned on one side so that one arm con 
stitutes the bottom thereof, the top arm of 
said frame being formed with spaced bosses, 
a jaw between the arms of the frame and hav 
ing a stem extending between said bosses, seal 
elements on the opposing faces of said jaw 
and the bottom arm, a cam within a trans 
verse opening in the stem of said jaw and 
having stems journaled in said bosses, and a 
handle engaging through an opening in the 
stem of said jaw and into said cam, the bosses 
of said frame being formed with circular 
openings of a size to allow the insertion of 
the cam there through to assume a position 
between the bosses, and bushings being en 
gaged within the openings in the bosses for 
supporting the stems from the cam. 

9. A combination desk and pocket seal, 
comprising a frame of substantially U-shape 
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and turned on one side so that one arm con 
stitutes the bottom thereof, the top arm of 
said frame being formed with spaced bosses, 
a jaw between the arms of the frame and 
having a stem extending between said bosses, 
seal elements on the opposing faces of said 
jaw and the bottom arm, a cam within a 
transverse opening in the stem of said jaw and 
and having stems journaled in said bosses, 
and a handle engaging through an opening in 
the stem of said jaw and into said cam, said 
handle having a peg portion engaging 
through an aperture in said cam. 

10. A combination desk and pocket seal, 
comprising a frame of substantially U-shape 
and turned on one side so that one arm con 
stitutes the bottom thereof, the top arm of 
said frame being formed with spaced bosses, 
a jaw between the arms of the frame and hav 
ing a stem extending between said bosses, 
seal elements on the opposing faces of said 
jaw and the bottom arm, a cam within a trans 
verse opening in the stem of said jaw and hav 
ing stems journaled in said bosses, and a han 
dle engaging through an opening in the stem 
of said jaw and into said cam, said handle having a peg portion engaging through an 
aperture in said cam, and a set screw within 
the cam abutting said peg portion for secure 
ly holding the handle in place. 

11. A combination desk and pocket seal, 
comprising a frame of substantially U-shape 
and turned on one side so that one arm con 
stitutes the bottom thereof, the top arm of 
said frame being formed with spaced bosses, 
a jaw between the arms of the frame and 
having a stem extending between said bosses, 
seal elements on the opposing faces of said 
jaw and the bottom arm, a cam within a trans 
verse opening in the stem of said jaw and 
having stems journaled in said bosses, and a 
handle engaging through an opening in the 
stem of said jaw and into said cam, bushings 
being mounted within said bosses and the 
stems from said cam extending through the 
bushings and projecting slightly from the 
faces thereof, and screws engaging within the 
free ends of the stems of the cam so as to pre 
vent displacement of the bushings. 

12. A combination desk and pocket seal, 
comprising a frame of substantially U-shape 
and turned on one side so that one arm con 
stitutes the bottom thereof, the top arm of 
said frame being formed with spaced bosses, 
a jaw between the arms of the frame and 
having a stem extending between said bosses, 
Seal elements on the opposing faces of said 
jaw and the bottom arm, a cam within a trans 
verse opening in the stem of said jaw and 
having stems journaled in said bosses, and a 
handle engaging through an opening in the 
stem of said jaw and into said can, said open 
ing in the stem limiting the handle to a raised 
Vertical position wherein it tends to fall down 
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under the force of gravity for the purpose of 
closing said body. 
In testimony whereofI affix my signature. 

EDWARD J. RANTSCH. 
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