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My invention relates to means for placing a
date upon photographic prints, particularly those
photographed by amateurs, which will identify
the date upon which the photograph was made,
being accomplished in an artistic manner, with
little additional labor, and greatly enhancing the
desirability of such dated photographs.

A further purpose of my invention is to pro-
vide the means for so marking or dating photo-
graphic prints that it may be done without any
appreciable additional labor or equipment by
the. user, the dating being simultaneous with the

printing of the photograph and with the identi-

cal printing equipment heretofore in use modi-
fied by the mask comprising my invention. Fur-
ther details will be given in the description which
follows.

I attain these objects by the means illustrated
in the accompanying drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is an elevational view of the face of
the mask.

Figure 2 is an end elevational view of the mask.

Figure 3 is a fragmentary elevational view of
the face of the mask showing a variation of the
dating indicia means.

Figure 4 is a fragmentary side elevational view
of the mask illustrated in Figure 3, showing par-
ticularly the dating indicia means, and with
thickness of the mask body enlarged to- better
show structural details.

PFigure 5 is a fragmentary elevational view of
the face of the mask, showing an additional
variation of the dating indicia means.

Figure 6 is a fragmentary side elevational view
of the mask illustrated in Figure 5, showing the
dating indicia means, and with thickness of the
mask body enlarged to better show structural
details.

Figure 7 is a fragmentary -elevational view of
the face of the mask shown in Figure 1, showing
the opaque portions in black and the transparent
portions in white, - - :

In the construction of the photographlc mask
illustrated in Figure 1 and Figure 7 I use a flat
sheet of mafterial | as the body of the mask by
which the feature of the image to be printed from
the photographic film may be defined and through
which light may pass as desired to the sheet of
sensitized photographic printing paper in the
conventional manner. '

The mask body | may be of any suitable mask
material which permits of opaque and transpar-
ent portions, whether by chemical treatment,
surface application, or cutting or punching, such
as film, glass, metal, or similar substances. I

(CL. 95—19)

have found kodalith film to have pa.rtlcular ad-
vantages for such use, as hereinafter described,
and other film printing black and white only may
be used.

In the description of the features of the mask 5
it is to be understood that, excepting for the
various features thereof through which light is
to pass to the sensitized paper (such features .
being those hereinafter referred to as the win-
dow, the border, and the dating indicia), the 10
mask is to be opaque in the usual manner.

The mask material I, of such shape as to fit
the usual sizes and types of printing frames, is
prepared with a transparent area or window 2 in
the center thereof defilning the image printing 15
area, and through which the light rays may filter
to such area of the photographic film for the
purpose of printing the image upon the sensi-
tized paper in the conventional manner. This
window 2 may be made by the removal of such gg
center portion entirely from the mask body |,
or by rendéring such portion transparent wher-
ever the nature of the mask body permits trans- -
parency.

Such masks may be prepared to print any de- g5
sired size of photograph and, as an important
feature of my invention which increases its gen-
eral adaptability and usefulness, a narrow border
3 is included circumscribing the window feature
2 at a uniform distance from all sides and of go
sufficient distance to be outside the exposed por-
tion of the photographic film from which the
print of the image is being made. The use of a
broken border 3, as illustrated, or corner border,
such as by having blank spaces intermediate the g5
corners as illustrated in Figures 1, 3, and 5, fur-
ther increases its adaptability to the purposes of
my invention.

As in the case of the window 2, the border fea-
ture 3 is intended to be transparent and may be 49
made so by entire removal of the constituent
portions from the mask body to make slits therein
or, as in the case of glass or film masks, may
be made by causing such border portions to be
transparent in contrast to the normally opaque 45
condition of the mask body surface-in order that

- light may pass through to the sensitized paper.

Thus it allows. printing of such border upon the
same print and at the same time as the image
from the photographic film is printed upon it. 50
The dating indicia 4 is also a feature.of the -
mask body I, and is likewise' transparent in
order that after the exposure:it also will print -
simultaneously with the photographic image de- -
fined by.the window 2, and the border design 3. g5
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I have found it particularly convenient and de-
sirable both for practical and for artistic pur-
poses to locate said dating indicia 4 in line with
the border feature 3 and in the center of the
blank portion intermediate the end portions of
such border design on that side below the photo-
graphic image to be printed.

It being well known that in the printing of
rectangular photographs from film without
segregation there will be found exposures with
images to be observed with the rectangle in
vertical position, while in others it will be hori-
zontal. Through use of my invention it is possi-
ble to use the same mask, without removal from
the printing frame, in the printing of both such
types of photographs and in dating them. It
may also be desired in some instances to have
the same photograph printed with the date be-
low the image on some prints and along one of
the vertical sides on others.

These objects may be accomplished through
use of my mask without removal of either the
film or the mask from the printing frame, by
having the dating indicia & parallel with and at
least on two adjoining sides of the window 2,
as shown in Figure 1, thus being available for
printing parallel with either the short or the
long side of the rectangular photograph, or in
horizontal or vertical position in relation to the
photographic image.

In order that each of these indicia 4 may be

used as desired, I have provided flaps § of thin
opaque flexible material, as illustrated in the
drawing, with fold hinge 6, with the portion
thereof on the opposite end of said hinge being
secured to the side of the mask body i as indi-
cated by dotted lines in Figure 3. The flaps § are
thus movable over the dating indicia to the posi-
tion shown in dotted lines in Figure 1. The op-
erator is thereby enabled to select the dating
indicia on the short side or on the long side of
the window 2, or upon the horizontal or the ver-
tical side thereof, depending upon the desired
position for the date upon the finished print.
. Hinged flaps 5, as shown, have been found to
be particularly adaptable to the uses of my in-
vention, as there is less likelihood of slipping of
such flap from its proper position over the dat-
ing indicia.  The base of the flap being firmly
fixed at the hinge 6, it is easily turned over the
dating indicia 4 without danger of movement
from side to side whereby any other feature of
the mask border might be made opaque and
its symmetry destroyed.

It is advantageous to use the type of film pre-
viously described for the mask body { as it is
prepared very readily through the making of a
master drawing of the border design 3. The date
4 to be shown on the film may be prepared in
drawing form and removably secured to such
master drawing of the border in the desired posi-
tions, and a negative of the whole made through
exposure and developing the film. The film may
be made in various sizes to conform to the size
of prints to be made with the masks. ' The prep-
aration of the mask may then be completed by
the attachment of the flaps or indicia covers 5
and, should the window 2 not have been rendered
transparent by being shown on the drawing in
the same manner as the border then by removal
of such window portion. Photographic plates
may, of course, be used in like manner.

While for practical purposes my invention in-
volves the preparation of masks with the dating
indicia 4 integral with the mask body 1. such as
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when made in the manner just described, when
the mask is made of any material of appreciable
thickness, such as glass or metal, it may be so
prepared that the dating indicia 4 is removable

for the purpose of substituting different dates
in the same mask body.

Means for doing this are illustrated in Pig-
ures 3, 4, 5, and 6, where T represents a remov-
able element including the dating indicia 4, which

can be affixed in a slotted portion of the mask

body | as shown, the surface of such element
being opaque in all portions excepting the dat-
ing indicia.

Where material of natural transparency, such
as glass, is used, the slotted portion of the mask
above which is placed the element T including
the dating indicia will allow passage of light
through the indicia to the sensitized paper, but
in material naturally opaque (such as metal) an
aperture 8 must be provided in the slotted por-
tion to permit passage of light through the dat-
ing indicia. Such aperture 8 is indicated by
dotted lines in Figure 5.

The preparations for photographic printing
including use of my invention follow the con-
ventional methods heretofore in use. Placing
the mask in the frame, the exposed and developed
photographic film is combined with the mask, the
image thereon to be printed registering with the
mask window 2.

In printing the dated photographs by use of my
invention it is then noted whether the image
to be printed will appear as a horizontally reo-
tangular picture or as a vertleally reciangular
picture, and accordingly where the base of the
photograph will appear if it is there the dating
indicia is to be shown.

When this is determined the opaque hinged
flap 5 registering with the dating indicia to be
excluded from the print is turned down over that
indicia, allowing only the selected indicia to
print in the desired position upon the picture.
The flap 5 registering with such used indicia
may be conveniently held in vertical position or
otherwise placed so that it will not interfere with
the passage of light through the dating indicia 4.

By combining the sensitized paper in the con-
ventional manner with the developed photo-
graphic film and the mask so prepared, simul-
taneous exposure follows, so that when developed
there will appear upon the print both the dating
indicia and its accompanying border as well as
the photographic image.

Having thus described my invention, I.claim:

1. In a photographic mask, & window therein,
indicia means adjacent to said window, and
opaque indicia covering means affixed to said
mask, said window and indicia means bheing
transparent and the balance of said mask being
opagque.

2. In a photographic mask, a window therein,
a plurality of indicia means adjacent to said
window, and opaque indicia covering means
affixed to said mask, said window and indicia
means being transparent and the balance of said
mask being opaque.

3. In a photographic mask, a8 window therein,
indicia means adjacent to said window, opaque
means aflixed to said mask and movable over said
indicia, said window and indicia means being
transparent and the balance of said mask being
opaque.

4. In a photographic mask, a window therein,
indicia means adjacent to sald window, opaque
flap means affixed to said mask and movable over
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sald indicia, said@ window and indicia means
being transparent and the balance of said mask
being opaque.

5. In a photographic mask, a window therein,

_a sectional border circumscribing said window,

a plurality of opague cover means affixed to said
mask and movable over sections of said border,
said window and border being transparent and
the balance of said mask being opaque.

8. In a phetographic mask, & window therein,
a sectionel border circumscribing said window
and including dating indicia as & feature thereof,
opaque cover means affixed to- said mask and
movabie over said dating indicla, said window
and border features of.said mask being trans-
parent and the balance thereof being opaque.

7. In a photographic mask, a window therein,

'a sectional border circumscribing sald window
and including dating indicia as a feature thereof,

opaque flap means hinged to said mask and mov-
able over said indicia, said window, border, and
indicia means being transparent and the balance
of said mask being opaque.

8. In a photographic mask, a windew therein,
a corner border to said window, indicia inter-
mediate said corner border portions, opaque cover
means affixed to sald mask and movable over said
indicia, said window, border, and indicia means
being transparent and the balance of said mask
being opaque, :

9. In a photographic mask, a window therein,
a corner border to sald window, dating indicia
intermediate said corner border portions, opaque
cover means affixed to said mask and movable
over said dating indicia, said window, border,
and indicia means being transparent and the
balance of said mask being opaque.

10. In a photographic mask, a window therein,
a corner border o said window, dating indicia
intermediate said corner portions, opaque fap
means hinged to 8aid mask and movakle over sald
indicia, said window, border, and indicia means
being transparent and the balance of said mask

being opagque. . o
11, In & photographic mask, comprising & flat

3
body, a window therein, a corner border to said

window, dating indicia in line with and inter-

mediate the portions of said corner border,
opaque flaps hinged to said mask body and mov-
able over each of said dating indicia, said win-
dow, border, and dating indicia being transparent
and the balance of said mask body being opaque.

12. In a photographic mask of the kind de-
seribed, comprising a flat body, a window therein,
a broken border circumscribing said window and
the portions of said border being spaced inter-

mediate the corners and of uniform length on.

parailel sides thereof, dating indicia intermediate
said spaced portions of said border, opaque flaps
hinged to said mask body and movable over each
of said dating indicia, said window, border, and
dating indicle being transparent and the balance
of said mask body being cpaque.

- 13. In a photographic mask of the kind de-
scribed, comprising a flat body, a window therein,
& broken border eircumscribing sald window and
the portions of said border being spaced inter-
mediate the corners and of ‘uniform length on
parallel sides thereof, dating indicia intermediate
said spaced portions of said border on two ad-
joining sides thereof, opaque flaps hinged to said
mask body and movable over each of said dating
indicia, 3aid window, border, and dating indicia
being transparent and the balance of said body
being cpaque.

14. In a photographic mask of the kind de-
scribed, comprising & flat body, a window therein,
s broken border circumscribing said window and
the portions of said border being spaced inter-
mediate the corners and of uniform length on
parallel sides thereof, means for afixing dating
indiciz to said mask body intermediate sald
spaced portions of said border on two adjoin-
ing sides thereof, opaque flaps hinged to said
mask hody and movable over each of said dating
indieis, said window, border, and dating indicia
being transparent and the balance of said mask
body being opaque. "
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