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o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Hexry WinTiERS, o
citizen of the United States, residing at
Ifampton, in the county of Franklin and
State of Towa, have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in Crutches, of which the
following is a specification.

An object of the invention is to provide a
crutch for use by invalids and deformed per-
sons, to aid said persons in walking.

The invention embodies, among other fea-
tures, a crutch in which the crutch members
ave relatively adjustable so that the distance
between the crutch members can be in-
creased or decreased as desired, with megns
for retaining the crutch members in a defi-
nite spaced relation, and supporting means
for aiding in supporting the cruteh in walk-
ing position.

In the further.disclosure of the invention
reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, constituting a part of this speci-
fication, in which similar characters of ref-
erence denote corresponding parts in all
the views, and in which:

Figure 1 is a rear elevation of the crutch;
Fig.2is a plan view; lig. 3 is a fragmentary
enlarged end view of the plates, show-
ing the manner of mounting the same on
one of the crutch members.

Referring more particularly to the views,
use is made of a plurality of similar inde-
pendent crutch members 10, similar in shape
to the usual crutch members and provided
at their upper ends with curved pads 11 to
which a supporting member 12 is secured,
the said supporting member preferably con-
-sisting of a strap 13 secured to one of the
pads 11 and passing through an opening
in the other pad, with the end of the strap
looped for connection with-a buckle 14 so
.that the supporting member 12 can be ad-
justed in length, the said supporting mem-
ber being adapted to project behind the neck
of the user when the crutch members are
positioned with the pads 11 arranged in the
armpits of the user. )

Plates 15 are mounted on the crutch mem-
bers 10 and are adjustably connected there-
to by encircling uprights 16 of the crutch
Jmembers with stirrups 17, passing through

‘threaded on the ends thereof, the said nuts
being larger in size than the width of the

5 slots so that when the nuts are tightened on

the stirrups, the plates 15 will be rigidly

sccured on the uprights' 16, suitable hand
grips 19 being arranged to connect the up-
rights 16 of each crutch member 10 hear the

| lower ends of the uprights.

The plates 15 ave cach “provided with
openings 20, through which the ends of a
connecting bar 21 are passed, the said con-
necting bar being adjustable on the plates
and normally held rigid thereon by suitable
set serews 22 mounted on the plates and en-
gaging the straight ends of the connecting
bars, the medial portion of the connecting
bar being curved forwardly of the crutel
members us shown. Tt will now be seen that
the cruteh members 10 are held in rigicd
spaced relation by the connecting bar 21 and
it will be further seen that the crutch mem-
bers can be moved close together or far-
ther apart by adjusting the plates 15 on
the uprights 16. The plates 15, connected to
the uprights 16 by the stirrtips 17, as men-
tion heretofore, can also be adjusted verti-
cally on the crutch members 10 and by loos-
ening the set screws 22 on the plates 15, the
connecting bar 21 can be moved forwardly
or vearwardly.

It will now be seen that in the use of the
cruteh deseribed, the crutch members will
not enly be held in relatively rigid posi-
tion, but the crutch members will be sub-
stantially supported by the strap 13 con-
necting the erutch members and passing be-
hind the neck of the nser. Tt will also be
seen that by providing the connecting bar
21 extending forwardly from the crutch
members, the swinging movement of the
crutch members can be limited, thus pre-
venting the nser from overreaching himself
in the use of the crutches and falling to the
ground. The medial portion of the con-
necting bar 21 is preferably circular in cross
section and the ends thereof are preferably
made square, with the openings in the
plates through which the ends pass also
square, so that the set screws 22 can be
readily engaged with faces of the square
portions of the connecting bar.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim:

1. In a crutch, the combination with in-
dependent crutch members, of a supporting
member connecting the crutch members, and
a bar connecting the crutch members for
relatively adjusting the same.

2. In a crutch, the combination with inde-
pendent crutch members, of a supporting
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strap connecting the same, plates adjust-
ably mounted on the said crutch members,
and a bar having adjustable connection with
the said plates.

3. In a crutch, the combination with inde-
pendent crutch members, of plates movable
vertically, and horizontally thereon, a sup-
porting strap connecting the crutch mem-
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bers, and a bar having adjustable connection
with the said plates. ‘

TIn testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

HENRY WINTHERS.

10

Witnesses:
E. P. AxpreEWS,
H. K. PaEevps.




