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1 Claim. 

This invention relates to driving caps for fence 
posts, and particularly to a cap for use in driving 
Wood fence postS into the ground. 
Wood fence posts which are treated with a pre 

Servative, Such as creosote, have a long useful 
life and are cheaper than steel fence posts. As 
Customarily employed, Wood fence posts have 
been placed in post holes and have failed to de 
Velop a relatively high ground resistance as it 
is practically impossible to tamp the earth around 
an inserted post to restore the ground to its orig 
inal condition. By “ground resistance' is meant 
the resistance offered by the ground to angular 
movement or tilting of the post. Wood posts 
placed in post holes do, however, have a greater 
ground resistance than driven steel posts but the 
cost of digging post holes is much greater than 
the cost of driving steel posts. 
According to the present invention, wood posts 

may be driven with Substantially the same facility 
as Steel posts. The particular advantage of the 
driven Wood post is that, while requiring a SOme 
what greater effort to drive the wood post, it de 
velops a much higher ground resistance than the 
Customary steel posts of T, angle or tubular con 
Struction. 
An object of the present invention is to provide 

a driving cap which may be placed over the top 
end of a pointed Or sharpened Wood post to pro 
tect the post from damage during the driving 
Operation. A further object is to provide a metal 
driving cap having a socket which closely fits the 
top of a Wood post, and in which the top wall of 
the socket is provided with a die for marking the 
top of a post as it is driven into the ground. 
These and other objects and advantages of the 

invention will be apparent from the following 
Specification when taken with the accompanying 
dra Wing, in Which, 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a driving cap em 
bodying the invention, 

Fig. 2 is a side view, partly in central section, of 
the driving cap as placed in position on the top 
of a Wood post, 

Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view, and 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a wood fence post 

With which the driving cap may be used. 
In the drawing, the reference numeral 1 iden 

tifies the circular top or striking surface of a 
metal driving cap which has side walls 2 project 
ing below a bottom Wall 3 to define a socket Which 
has a close fit with the top of a wood fence post 4. 
The inner Surfaces of the side walls 2 have a 
slight taper to facilitate the placing of the cap 
upon a post, but the Size and shape of the side 
Walls adjacent the bottom Wall 3 conforms to the 
top edge of the post. 
The Wall 3 is preferably provided with a die 

or dies for marking the post top during the driv 
ing operation. As shown in Fig. 3, a die 6 in 
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the form of a significant identification symbol or 
trademark and a second die 7 which constitutes 
a year designation are formed on the wall 3. 

Particular attention is directed to the fact that 
the striking top 1 is of substantially less size than 
the top of the post, and is connected to the socket 
portion of the cap by steeply sloping side walls 8. 
The significance of this construction is that the 
Wood post will not be damaged if the cap is in 
advertently struck off center, as frequently hap 
pens When the post is driven by a sledge ham 
mer. If the hammer travels along a line such 
as indicated by the arrow A, the hammer will 
glance from the cap and will not give rise to a 
force which will shear the post off at the plane 
of the lower edge of the cap. This shearing ac 
tion takes place when the cap has the previously 
employed form of a cylindrical socket having 
a plane Striking top of the same shape and some 
What larger size than the cross-section of the 
post. 

After driving a post, the cap may be readily 
removed by tapping the lower edge of the Walls 2. 
The top of the post is marked during the driv 
ing, and is preserved from damage as the socket 
Walls closely fit the post and prevent all tend 
ency towards a shearing action or relative move 
ment of the fibers of the top of the wood post. 
The WOOd post may be of circular cross-sec 

tion with a conical point, but is preferably of 
Square or rectangular cross-section with a wedge 
shaped driving end, as this shape of point does 
not decrease the area of post which engages the 
ground to resist tilting of the post. The shape 
of the driving cap will, of course, vary With the 
design of the post and, for a given post design, 
the outer walls of the cap may be varied so long 
as steeply sloping side walls are provided between 
a Small striking top and the socket portion of 
the cap. 

I claim: 
A metal driving cap for use with wood posts 

of rectangular cross-section, said cap comprising 
Side Walls and a bottom wall, the bottom Wall 
being of Substantially the size and shape of the 
top of a post, a circular striking top of Substan 
tially smaller size than the top of a post, slop 
ing side walls joining the side walls of the socket 
and the Striking top, and a die at the inner face 
of said bottom wall for automatically marking 
the top of a post as it is driven into the ground. 

HAROLD E. AUSTIN. 

65 

70 

80 

85 

90 

95 

00 

105 

10 

20 


