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1 Claim. (CI, 2-2) 

... This invention relates to improvements in pads for 
shoulder straps on brassieres, foundation garments and 
other under garments worn by women, and has for an 
object the elimination of the cutting into the shoulders 
tof and the resultant irritation by such straps. 
Another object of the invention is the provision of an 

improved pad, for the purpose described which includes a 
cushion portion comprised of a strip or sheet of foam 
rubber having a fabric adhered to both the upper and 
to the lower surfaces thereof. The fabric on said respec 
tive surfaces may have similar characteristics or different 
characteristics, as desired, and they may be formed of 
any suitable natural or artificial fibers. 
Yet another object of the invention is the provision of 

an improved pad carrying spaced apart S-shaped members 
through which the shoulder straps pass, and which carry 
teeth on opposite edges of the two outer legs thereof, 
said teeth having their extremities inclined toward said 
pad and adapted to dig into the straps and hold them in 
fixed relation to the pad. 
A further object of the invention is the provision of an 

improved pad of the character described elongated in 
form and having its edges configurated. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art, upon a study of this 
specification and the accompanying drawings. 

Referring to the drawings, which are given by way of 
example to illustrate the invention: 

Figure 1 is a view of a woman wearing a brassiere, the 
straps of which carry my new and improved pads; 

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional elevation of my pad as 
seen along the line 2-2 of Figure 3; 

Figure 3 is a plan view of one of my improved pads, to 
which are stitched, or otherwise secured, buckle members 
to engage the shoulder straps of a brassiere or the like; 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3 except that the 
shoulder strap has been engaged with the teeth or serra 
tions of engaging members or buckles carried on said pad; 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary plan view of a modified form 
of the device shown in Figure 3, wherein the edges or 
borders of the device are serrated or "pinked' instead of scalloped; 

Figure 6 is a view similar to that shown in Figure 5, 
except that the edges or borders are plain; and 

Figure 7 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional 
view taken along the line 7-7 of Figure 4, showing the 
cooperation of the teeth of the buckle with the shoulder 
strap or any other suitable web. 

Referring first to Figure 2, I show a preferred method 
of fabricating the pad portion 10 of the device. A com 
paratively thin sheet 9 of foam rubber or other similar 
plastic material. Adhered to the upper Surface of the 
sheet 10 is a fabric sheet or web 11, and adhered to the 
lower surface of the sheet 10 is a second sheet or web 12, 
which may be like the material of the sheet or web 11, 
or of a material having other characteristics, as desired. 
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may be die cut or otherwise formed. 

: 2 
Preferably the web or fabric 12 which contacts the flesh 
tof the users shoulders, should have a soft textured finish. 

It will be understood that although the sheet 10, as 
shown, is the size of a shoulder pad, it may be formed of 
a large sheet or strip from which many individual pads 

In Figure 3, the 
outer periphery or outline 13 is scalloped, in Figure 5, the 
outline 14 is serrated, while in Figure 6, the outline 15 is 
plain. I have found that with the pads die cut, as de 
scribed, the edges (be they plain or fancy) are soft and 
non-irritating as compared with other types of pads where 
the pad material is completely surrounded with fabric, 
and as a result the pad material, if it had any resilience 
before it was surrounded with fabric, has lost the greater 
percentage of it after being surrounded and encased in the 

My pads have a distinct advantage over the latter, 
because they are softly resilient and the user gets the 
greatest degree of comfort while wearing them. 
One of the important features of my new and improved 

pad, in addition to the fact that there are no seams or 
bindings that would irritate the shoulders of the wearer, 
is the fact that the entire edge surface of each foam rub 
ber pad is open to the atmosphere, so that the compressed 
pores therein are free to breathe air in and out as the load 
on the straps varies due to the body movements of the 
Watc. 

Although any suitable means may be employed for at 
taching my improved pads to the shoulder straps, one 
preferred form of the attaching means is shown in Figure 
3 and each comprises a buckle 16. Each pad 10 carries 
one or more buckles, each being generally S-shaped and 
formed of metal, plastic, or any other suitable material. 
The middle leg 17 of each buckle is preferably non 
serrated, and is stitched as shown at 32, or otherwise posi 
tively secured to the upper surface 11 of the pad. 

Joining the leg 17 by means of an angular portion 18 is 
a leg 19 which is spaced apart from the preferably sub 
stantially parallel to the leg 17. The inner edge of the 
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leg 19 has a series of teeth 22 thereon, and the outer edge 
has a series of teeth 23 thereon. The teeth 22 and 23 
consequently face in opposite directions, and the tips or 
points 22a and 23a thereof are slightly inclined down 
wardly as seen in Figure 7. 

Joining the other end of the leg 17 by means of an 
angular portion 20 is a leg 21 which is preferably spaced 
apart from and substantially parallel to the leg 17. The 
inner edge of the leg 21 has a series of teeth 24 thereon, 
and the outer edge thereof has a series of teeth 25thereon. 
The teeth 24 and 25 have their tips or points 24a and 25a 
slightly inclined downwardly like the teeth 22 and 23 de 
scribed above. The leg 19 has a right angled extension 
26 which extends toward the leg 17, leaving a gap 28 there 
between for the passage of a shoulder strap 30. 
The strap 30 is slipped under the leg 21 and at the 

same time a portion is slid into the Space between legs 
17 and 21 via the gap 29. Then the strap 30 is passed 
over the leg 17 and is slid into the space between legs 
17 and 19 via the gap 28 and is passed under the leg 
19. Now when the strap is grasped on each side of the 
buckle and pulled taut, the tips 24a, 25a and 22a and 23a 
pierce the strap 30 and "seize,” so that the combination 
has the appearance of the pad and strap shown in Fig 
ure 4. 

In Figure 1 I show a woman wearing a brassiere 31, 
the straps 30 of which carry my improved pads 10. t 
will be noted that the pads are neat and trim and that 
they cushion the load on the straps and thereby give the 
wearer the desired degree of comfort. 
Another feature of the invention is that, with the pad 

buckle arrangement, the user in addition to passing 
brassiere straps through the buckles may pass straps of 



3. 
other undergarments through the buckles 16, thus placing 
the load of all such garments on the shoulder pads and 
providing additional comfort. By using the device in this 
manner, a very annoying difficulty of having the straps 
spread apart on the shoulders and of having some of them 
slip off of the shoulders and down on the arms is 
eliminated. . . . . . - - - - - 

Although I have herein shown and described my im 
proved pad material, my improved pads, per se, and the 
improved buckle in combination therewith, by way of ex 
ample, it will be understood that many changes may be 
made in the arrangements shown and described without 
departing from the spirit of the invention as defined in 
the following claim. 
What I claim is: - 
In a shoulder pad device to protect the shoulders of a 

woman from irritation by the shoulder straps of an under 
garment, a resilient shoulder pad having unfinished edges 
and having opposite flat surfaces thereof carrying fabric 
facings, at least one of said facings having a soft tex 
tured finish for contacting the skin of the user, a pair of 
spaced apart buckles positively secured to the facing op 
posite the one contacting said skin and adapted to be 
engaged with said shoulder straps so that said pad may 
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"beinterposed between said straps and the shoulder of a 
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wearer, each buckle having three co-extensive substantial 
ly parallel portions, the center portion being positively 
secured on said last face, and the two outer portions hav 
ing opposed teeth thereon the extremities of which are 
set toward the face on which it is mounted so that they 
will dig into the fabric of a strap when the latter is 
passed under said toothed portions and over said first 
portion. 
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