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2 Claims. 
The present invention relates to improvements 

in shoe filler construction. 
An object of the invention is the provision of 

a shoe filler of generally improved construction. 
Another object of the invention is the provi 

sion of a shoe filler which will retain its original 
condition for a long time. 
A further object of the invention is the provi. 

Sion of a shoe filler having efficient insulating 
qualities. 

Still another object of the invention is the 
provision of a shoe filler designed to provide 
efficient ventilating means in a shoe bottom. 
A still further object of the invention is the 

provision of a shoe filler designed to provide 
channels in the ball section of a shoe bottom for 
air circulation and cooling. 
Another object of the invention is the provision 

of a shoe filler of the aforesaid character which 
is strong, flexible and comfortable. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will become apparent as the description pro 
greSSeS. 

In the accompanying drawing forming a part 
of this Specification and in which like reference 
characters are employed to designate correspond 
ing parts throughout the same: 

Figure 1 is a top perspective view of the im 
proved filler, 

Figure 2 is a bottom plan view of the same, 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary enlarged transverse 

Section through the filler in bent arrangement, 
Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary section 

taken on the line 4-4 of Figure 2, and 
Figure 5 is a side elevational view of a shoe 

equipped with the improved filler partly broken 
away to illustrate the interior construction. 

Referring to the drawing, wherein for the pur 
pose of illustration is shown a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention, 10 generally designates a 
sheet body member formed of strong, flexible 
material, such as leather. On the inner or bot 
tom Surface of the member O are formed a plu 
rality of, in the present instance four, transverse 
ly extending ribs projecting from the inner 
face and of a thickness substantially correspond 
ing to the thickness of the body O. As shown 
to advantage at Figure 4, these ribs extend 
across the ball portion of the member 0 and are 
spaced apart to form channels 2 of a width sub 
stantially exceeding that of the ribs. 
To the inner or bottom surface of the member 

O is Secured a complementary bottom layer C, 
constituting a relatively thick layer of Cork, ap 
pied to cover the undersurface of the body sec 

and extending the full width of the layers. 
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tion with the exception of the projecting ribs 

. This bottom layer, which may be of uniforn 
thickness throughout, is preferably applied to 
form a rear section 4 extending from the rear 
most rib to the rear edge of the heel, covering 
the shank and heel portions, as shown at Fig 
lure 2. At the forward portion of the filler is 
provided a front section 5 extending from the 
foremost rib to the front edge of the toe. In 
termediate sections, in the forms of straight 
elongated Strips 6, are fitted and secured in the 
channels 2 formed between the respective ribs 

. Inasmuch as the bottom layer C of the com 
posite assembly is preferably of a thickness sub 
stantially exceeding that of the ribs f, the for 
mation hereinbefore described provides grooves 
f therein, corresponding to the width of the ribs 

In 
the bottom exposed surface of the layer C is also 
formed a groove 8 extending in an approxi 
mately longitudinal direction acroSS and inter 
secting the transverse grooves , although actu 
ally the groove 8 may extend in a straight line 
at an angular inclination to the longitudinal line 
of the article. At its ends, which terminate for 
ward and rearward of the transverse grooves 7, 
the longitudinal groove 8 communicates with a 
pair of apertures 9 through the two face to face 
layers, providing vent Openings. 
When assembled in a shoe bottom, as illus 

trated at Figure 5, the two-layer filler is accu 
rately fitted within the cavity in the outline of 
the rib of an insole, indicated at I, that is, be 
tWeen the central area of the insole and the Out 
sole O. For such assembly, the insole I is prefer 
ably provided with holes H formed in corre 
spondence with the vent apertures 9 in the filler, 
so that air may properly circulate through the 
main longitudinal groove 8 and the cross grooves 
7. This enables Very efficient air circulation 

and cooling of the shoe bottom, particularly at 
the ball of the foot, and at the same time en 
ables convenient flexing thereat, as indicated at 
Figure 3. Furthermore, the present filler will 
not flatten or curl but will maintain an even top 
surface free from depressions or wrinkles and, 
due to its structure and assembly, in the cavity 
of an insole, will remain properly in place at all 
times. The grooves in the filler impart great 
flexibility thereto while its insulating qualities 
provide a shoe sole which is relatively cool in 
sumner and Warm in Winter. 

It is to be understood that the form of my in 
vention herein shown and described is to be 
taken as a preferred example of the same, and 
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that various changes as to the shape, size and 
arrangement of parts may be resorted to with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention Or 
the scope of the subjoined claims. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A shoe filler comprising a top leather layer 

having a pair of vent apertures therein and 
formed on its inner surface with a plurality of 
transversely extending ribs, and a bottom layer 
of cork secured in face to face relation with the 
inner side of the other layer and covering the 
underside of the latter with the exception of the 
ribs to form transverse grooves in the said cork 
layer, the bottom face of the cork layer being 
formed with a groove intersecting the said trans 
verse grooves and communicating with the Went 
apertures in the top layer. 

2. A shoe filler comprising a top leather layer 
having a pair of vent apertures formed therein 
in the ball and toe portions, a plurality of spaced 
transversely extending ribs of thickness substan 
tially corresponding to that of the top layer and 
on the inner face thereof substantially within the 
area limited by the Went apertures, and a bot 
tom layer of cork secured in face to face rela 
tion with the inner side of the leather layer and 
thicker than the transverse ribs, said ribs being 
uncovered by cork to form transverse grooves 
in the Cork layer of a depth less than the cork 
thickness, the botton Cork layer being further 
more provided with a groove intersecting the 
tranSVerse grOOWes and ending at each end in 
one of the vent apertures of the leather layer. 
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