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drawn up for all claims.

Only part of the claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have been paid,

namely claims:

No claims tees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has been

drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the requirement of unity of

invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions,

namely:
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Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the requirement of unity of
invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventons,

namely: The following inventions are not linked by a common in-

ventive concept :

1. claims 1-7 : a process for the neutralisation of N-acyl
sarcosine characterised by the fact that the temperature
is higher than the melting point of the starting ma-
terial.

2. claims 8 and 9 : a process for the neutralisation of
N-acyl sarcosine characterised by the use of a pressure
of at least 20 inches Hg and temperatures between 70 and
100°cC.

The reason for this objection is that the features these
different processes have in common, essentially the neu-
tralisation of N-acyl sarcosine at temperatures above
room temperature is already known in the art (see the
first document from the partial search report). The
different characterising features (essentially the
choice of a more specific range of temperature for in-
vention 1 and the choice of a minimum pressure for in-
vention 2) cannot be regarded as being linked by a com-

mon inventive concept.
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