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3,202,316 
BASED STACK FACIAL TISSUE DISPENSER 

Bernard Silver, deceased, late of North Hills, Pa., by 
Phyllis R. Silver, executrix, North Hills, Pa., assignor 
to Electro-Nite Inc., Philadelphia, Pa., a corporation of 
Pennsylvania 

Fied Sept. 24, 1963, Ser. No. 311,250 
4 Claims. (C. 221-59) 

In general, this invention relates to a new and improved 
facial tissue dispenser and more particularly to a facial 
tissue dispenser which assures that the tissues will be 
biased against the dispensing opening of the dispenser 
while providing an indication of the number of tissues 
remaining so as to inform the user as to the proper time 
to replace the dispenser. 

In the past, many facial tissue dispensers have been 
developed of the "pop up” type for dispensing one tissue 
at a time. Further, these tissue dispensers can also dis 
pense more than one tissue at a time as per those de 
veloped by the Scott Paper Company, Chester, Pennsyl 
vania and sold as the Magic Oval Dispenser. 

However, all of these prior dispensers have a common 
fault. That is, as the number of tissues in the box de 
creased, the ability of the box to dispense one tissue at a 
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time also decreased since the single tissue dispensing . 
feature was in large measure due to the opening through 
which the tissues were dispensed. That is, the single 
tissue dispensing was far more effective when the tissues 
were pressed against or immediately juxtaposed to the 
wall having the dispensing opening. 
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Still further, these prior art devices informed the user 
of the need for replacing the dispenser by such crude and 
indirect methods as providing a window at the bottom of 
the dispensing box. This window was ofttimes not looked 
at by the user and further detracted from the overall ap 
pearance of the dispenser. " 

Therefore, it is the general object of this invention to 
avoid and overcome the foregoing and other difficulties 
of prior art practices by the provision of a new and better 
facial tissue dispenser. 
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Another object of this invention is to provide a new 
and better facial tissue dispenser in which the tissues are 
more easily dispensed one at a time regardless of the num 
ber of tissues remaining in the dispenser. 

Still another object of this invention is the provision 
of a better and more simple facial tissue dispenser which 
gives a positive indication of the need for replacing the 
dispenser. 

Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
For the purpose of illustrating the invention, there is 

shown in the drawings a form which is presently pre 
ferred; it being understood, however, that this invention 
is not limited to the precise arrangements and instru 
mentalities shown. 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a facial tissue 

dispenser built in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention. . 
FIGURE 2 is a cross sectional view of the facial tissue 

dispenser of FIGURE 1 taken along lines 2-2. 
FIGURE.3 is a cross sectional view of the facial tissue 

dispenser of the present invention taken along lines 3-3 
of FIGURE2. 
FIGURE 4 is a cross sectional view of the facial tissue 

dispenser of the present invention similar to FIGURE 2 
after half of the tissues in the dispenser have been dis 
pensed. - 

FIGURE 5 is a cross sectional view of the dispenser of 
FIGURE 4 taken along lines 5-5. 
FIGURE 6 is an exploded perspective view of the 

stack of tissue, cradle, and resilient biasing means of the 
dispenser of FIGURE 1. - 
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2 
In FIGURE 1, there is shown a dispenser 10 built in 

accordance with the principles of the present invention. 
The dispenser 10 includes a box-like housing 12 usually 
formed of cardboard or other like material having a top 
wall 14. 
The top wall 14 has an oval dispensing opening 16 

therein through which tissues are to be dispensed. 
Within the box 12 and juxtaposed to the top wall 14 is 

a separate dispensing wall 18 having an oval dispensing 
opening 20 congruent to the oval dispensing opening 16 
in the top wall 14. The separate dispensing wall 18 rests 
on the top surface of a stack of facial tissues 22. 
The box. 12 has parallel left and right side walls 24 

and 26 respectively and a bottom wall 28. 
Secured to the inside surface of left side wall 24, ad 

jacent the top edge thereof are a pair of elastic strips 32 
and 32 having a respective one end 30 and 30' adhesively 
secured to the side wall 24 by means of patches 34 and 
34. . . . . . . 

The elastic strips: 32 and 32' have their other ends 36 
and 36 secured to the inner surface of right side wall 26 
along the top edge thereof by suitable adhesive patches 
38 and 38. 
The stack of facial tissues. 22 in the dispensing box 12 

rests on a channel shaped cradle 40 having a flat bottom 
surface 42 and upstanding left and right side walls 44 and 
46 respectively. Cradle side walls 44 and 46 are of a 
height approximately one-half the height of the left and 
rightbox side walls 24 and 26. . . . . ... 
Cradle left side wall 44 has a pair of spaced notches 

48 and 48 along the top edgethereof spaced in the same 
manner as adhesive patches 34 and 34. Notches 48 and 
48 are slightly larger than adhesive patches 34 and 34. 
Cradle right side wall 46 also has a pair of spaced notches 
50 and 50' formed along the top edge thereof in accord 
ance with the spacing of adhesive patches 38 and 38. 
Notches 50 and 50' are slightly larger than adhesive 
patches 38 and 38. . . . . . . . . . 

Elastic strips 32 and 32 pass under cradle 40. When 
there is a full stack of tissues 22 in the dispensing box 2 
as shown in FIGURE 2, the elastic strips. 32 and 32' are 
stretched thus biasing the tissues against the dispensing 
wall 18 and top wall 14. After approximately half the 
tissues in stack 22 have been removed from the dispenser 
10, the narrow depleted stack 22 shown in FIGURE 4 
has reached a point wherein cradle 40 has its side walls 
44 and 46 abutting top wall 14. When this occurs, the 
elastic strips 32 will not bias the facial tissue any further 
against the dispensing wall 18 and top wall 14. It will 
be noted that notches 48, 48' and 50, 50' allow the side 
walls 44 and 46 respectively to avoid interference with 
the adhesive patches 34, 34 and 38, 38. When the 
cradle 40 reaches this limit stop condition, the user will 
note that the tissues are no longer biased against the top 
wall 14 of the dispenser. Thus, he is on notice every 
time he removes a tissue that the stack 22' has been de 
pleted to the point where a new dispenser should be pur 
chased. This is a direct method of informing the user 
that such is necessary. 

Further, during the initial dispensing the tissues Were 
always biased against the dispensing wall 18 and top wall 
14 by the elastic strips 32 and 32. Even after the cradle 
40 has reached its uppermost position, the tissues still 
would not be spaced a distance from the top wall 14 which 
would prevent their being dispensed one at a time. This 
allows the manufactured facial tissue dispensing box to 
be with a greater depth than is presently possible. This is 
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due to the raised effective bottom for the stack 22 of tissues. 
It will be understood from the teachings of the present 

invention that the elastic strips 32 and 32 could be secured 
to the side walls 24 and 26 by any other securing means 
if desired. However, the notches 48, 48' and 50, 50' will 
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always insure against jamming of the cradle 40 with re 
spect to the ends 30, 30' and 36, 36' of the elastic strips 
32 and 32. 
The present invention may be embodied in other Spe 

cific forms without departing from the spirit or essential 
attributes thereof and, accordingly, reference should be 
made to the appended claims, rather than to the foregoing 
specification as indicating the scope of the invention. 

I claim: - 
1. A facial tissue dispenser comprising a cardboard box, 

said box having upstanding side walls joined by horizontal 
top and bottom walls, said top wall having a dispensing 
opening therein, a stack of facial tissues in Said box, an 
elastic strip having its ends secured to said side walls and 
passing beneath said stack of facial tissues, a cradle, said 
cradle being placed below said stack of facial tissues be 
tween said stack of facial tissues and said elastic strip, said 
elastic strip biasing said cradle upward towards said top 
wall and resiliently biasing said facial tissues against said 
top wall, said cradle being channel-shaped, said cradle 
having upstanding cradle side walls, said cradle side Walls 
having a height substantially equal to one-half the height 
of said box side walls whereby said cradle side walls act 
as a limit stop for movement of said cradle, said elastic 
strip being secured on the inside surface of said box side 
walls adjacent said top wall, said cradle side walls having 
notches along the top edge thereof, said cradle side Wall 
notches being spaced in accordance with the ends of Said 
elastic strip to prevent interference between said cradle 
side walls and the ends of said elastic strip. 

2. A dispenser comprising a box, said box having up 
standing side walls joined by horizontal top and bottom 
walls, said top wall having a dispensing opening therein, 
a cradle within said box adapted to support a stack of 
sheets to be dispensed, an elastic strip having its ends Se 
cured to said side walls and passing beneath said cradle, 
said cradle being between said elastic strip and said top 
wall, said elastic strip being adapted to bias said cradle 
upward toward said top wall whereby sheets Supported 
by said cradle are biased against Said top wall, said cradle 
being channel-shaped, said cradle having upstanding side 
walls whereby said cradle side walls act as a limit stop 
for movement of said cradle, said elastic strip being Se 
cured to the inside surface of said box walls adjacent said 
top wall, said cradle side walls having notches along the 
top edge thereof, said cradle side wall notches being spaced 
in accordance with the ends of said elastic strip to prevent 
interference between said cradle side walls and the ends of 
said elastic strip. 
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4. 
3. The dispenser of claim 2 wherein said cradle side 

walls have a height substantially equal to one-half the 
height of said box side walls, and a separate freely movable 
dispensing wall, said dispensing wall being spaced between 
said top wall and said cradle, said dispensing wall having 
a second dispensing opening therein, said second dispensing 
opening being substantially concentric with said top wall 
dispensing opening. 

4. A facial tissue dispenser comprising a cardboard box, 
said box having upstanding side walls joined by horizontal 
top and botton walls, said top wall having a dispensing 
opening therein, a stack of facial tissues in said box, a 
channel-shaped cradle within said box, said stack of facial 
tissues resting on said cradle, said cradle having upstand 
ing side walls, a resilient biasing means biasing said cradle 
and said stack of tissues towards said box top wall, said 
resilient biasing means including a pair of spaced elastic 
strips, said elastic strips having their opposite ends secured 
to the inside surface of said side walls adjacent the top 
edge thereof, said elastic strips passing beneath said cradle, 
and a separate freely movable dispensing wall, said dis 
pensing wall being spaced between the top of said stack 
of tissues and said top wall, said dispensing wall having a 
second dispensing opening therein, said second dispensing 
opening being substantially concentric with said top wall 
dispensing opening. 
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