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T'o all whom it may concern.

Be it known that ¥, Crarx S. Comsrocxk,
Sr., a citizen of the United States of Amer-
ica, residing in East Orange, in the county
of FEssex and State of New dJersey, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Garment Buckles, of which the following
i1s a specification. ,

This invention relates to buckles for use
on garments, and is particularly designed
for use in connection with suspenders, more
especially on overalls or the like.

In the construction of such suspenders it
has been customary to provide a buckle hav-
ing a center bar around which the end of the
suspender is passed, whereupon it is sewed
to form a loop. This method of applying
the strap to the buckle requires considerable
wastage of time. In certain instances
buckles have been provided which permit
the formation of the loop prior to the appli-
cation of the strap to the buckle. It is to
this type of buckle that my present inven-
tion particularly relates.

According to the preferred form of my
invention, I provide a buckle having a cen-
ter bar which is in the form of two strands
of wire hinged on one side of the buckle and
provided with a supporting point on the op-
posite side, the construction being prefer-
ably such that the center bar will snap over
such opposite side and engage the same. By
so eonstructing the buckle T am enabled to
secure a quick application of the loop of the
strap, while the buckle is subjected to no
strain in inserting the center bar through
the loop, and there are no rough edges or
projections which are liable to catch the
strap either during application” or during
use. 'The invention includes certain other
features of construction which will be here-
inafter more. fully described.

Referring to the drawings,—

Tigure 11is a plan of a strap showing the
buckle in place; . '
~ Tig. 2is a plan of the buckle detached;

" Tig. 8 is a section on the line 3—3 in
Iig. 2; o

Fig. 4 is an end view of the buckle, and

Tig. 5 is a perspective view of the buckle
in an open condition.

Referring to the drawings, let A indicate

‘the buckle as a whole, the frame of which,

B, is shown as composed of a single piece
of wire bent to substantially rectangular
form, the ends € and D being in the illus-

tration shown, locped around to aid in the
friction grip of the buckle upon the strap,
and also to produce a finished construction
where the two ends meet. I ig the-center
bar provided by my invention, which. is con-
structed as a hinged bar. one end of which,
as best shown at I’ in Fig. 3, is wrapped
around one of the sides of the frame in such
manner as to permit the bar to rotate there-

on without straining the buckle. In the pre-.

ferred construction, the side (+ of the buckle
is bent to form a recess H, this recess being
substantially rectangular, as shown, and the
opposite side of the buckle, J, is bent to form
a stmilar recess K. : ‘

~When so constructed, the wire at the mid-
dle or inner side of the recess constitutes. a
pivot pin or bearing for the portion I of
the center bar E. The wire portions form-
ing the upper and lower sides of the recess
constitute guides for the center bar, it be-
ing important that-the center bar shall not
have any special lateral play or tilting move-
ment, but shall open and close in a plane at
right angles to the plane of the buckle. This
prevents any wobbling or loose play of the
buckle, and restricts its movement to that
necessary to open and close it.

The opposite end T of the center bar E
is preferably formed with a hook or bent-
over portion which enters the recess K on
the opposite side of the buckle when the
device is in closed position. Both the recess
H and the recess K constitute supports or
stops for the center bar, thereby holding it
accurately. in its central position, particu-
larly against the downward strain which is
placed upon the bar in actual use.

Preferably, the hook, or bent-over por-
tion I is so constructed that it snaps into

place around the  wire constituting the in- -

ner side of the recess!K, thus holding it suffi-
ciently securely to prevent accidental disar-
rangement during the process of completing
the application of the strap to the buckle.

" An important feature of construction is
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the formation of the center bar of two thick-

nesses of wire laid side by side, the wire
being bent at its middle and the two ends
being looped around the side G of the buckle,
as previously described, and as shown at F
in Fig. 8. The opposite end is in the form
of a closed loop or bight, and is provided
with the hook L as previously dI(;scribed.
By this construction the.free end of the bar
may be made smooth and free from projee-
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tions of any kind, whereby neither the strap
nor the clothing of the wearer beneath the
suspender is liable to injury.

The formation of the center bar of a
double thickness of wire also permits the
use of a lighter gauge of wire, so that the
cost is cheapened.

In applying the strap to the buclkle, the
center bar of the latter is first disengaged
at one end, whereupon the looped end of
the strap may be easily slid over the center
bar and the latter may be then closed and
the remainder of the strap threaded through
in the usual way. Or the looped end may be
passed upwardly through the buckle from
the rear to the front, and the looped end
then adjusted on the center bar. Thismethod
will save one threading operation and conse-
quently facilitate the assembly. ‘

While I have shown and described one
form of the invention, it will be understood
that T do not wish to be limited thereto,
since various changes may be made therein
without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention. : ‘

When T speak in my claims of a pivoted
bar, T also mean to include a hinged bar,
or any other form of connection which per-
mits a relative movement between the bar
and the frame. . o

T claim as my invention — ‘

1. A tongueless frictional slide fastener
having a frame and a substantially rigid
center bar pivoted to one side of the frame
and extending across.to the other side of the
frame, the pivoted center bar being the only
cross piece on said frame.

2. A tongueless frictional slide fastener
having a frame, a recess on one side of the
frame, and a snbstantially rigid. center bar
pivoted to the frame at such recess and ex-
tending across the other side of the frame,
the pivoted center bar heing the only cross
piece on said frame. SR
- 8. A tongueless frictional slide fastener

having a frame, a recess on one side of the

frame forméd by bending a portion of said
side inwardly, ‘and a .substantialy rigid
center bar pivoted to the frame at such re-
cess and extending across the other.side of
the frame, the pivoted center bar being the
only cross piece on said:frame. :

4. A frictional slide fastener . having a
frame, a recess on one side of the frame, a
‘single‘ center bar on said :frame and said
center bar being pivoted to-the frame at the
recess, and said frame having a similar re-
cess at the opposite side of the frame, and
said center bar being adapted to.engage the

frame at said recess, the planes of the re--

cesses coinciding substantially with the plane
of the frame. S

5. A tongueless fastener having a frame,

a_recess in-one side of the frame, a single

substantially rigid center bar, said bar be-
ing pivoted to the frame at such recess and

- extending ‘across to the other side of the

frame; the center bar having a hook adapted
to engage the frame. :

6. A frictional slide fastener having a
single center bar which is hinged to the
frame, said’ centér bar being formed of a
double thickness of wire bent at its middle
to form a substantially rigid member, the
bent portion constituting the free end of
the center bar. o

7. A frictional slide fastener, comprising
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a wire structure bent at each side to form -

a rectangular recess, a center bar comprising

a double thickness of wire bent at its middle,
the ends of the wire having a pivotal en-
gagement with the wire of the frame at one

80

of said recesses, and the bar -having a de-

tachable engagement with the wire of the
frame at the other of such recesses, the

center bar being: the only c¢ross piece on'said

frame.

8. A frictional slide fastener, comprising

& wire structure bent at each side to form
a rectangular recess, a center bar compris-
ing a double thickness of wire bent at its
middle, the ends of the wire having.a pivotal
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engagement with the wire of the frame at

one of said recesses, and the bar having a

detachable engagement with the wire of the
frame at the other of snch ‘recesses, said
center bar being formed with a hook at its
free end and the center bar being the only
cross piece on said frame. S S
9. A tongueless frictional slide fastener
having a frame, said frame being bent to
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form a recess at one side, and a center bar .

pivoted in said recess, the walls of the .re-
cess solely holding said bar in position so
that it swings in a substantially fixed plane.

10. A tongueless frictional slide fastener
having. a ‘frame, said frame being bent, to
form a recess at one side, and a-center bar
pivoted in said recess, the walls of the re-
cess solely holding said bar -in’ position se
that it swings.in a substantially fixed plane

and said frame-being bent to form a cor

responding recess on ‘the opposite side, .and
said bar having a.portion entering said re-
cess; the walls of the latter holding the free
end of said bar in substantially fixed posi-

tion against the pull of a strap. .
11.. A tongueless frictional fastener, com-

prising a frame, a crogs bar hinged to.one

side of the frame and adapted to receive
the looped end:of a strap, the end of the
cross har opposite its hinged end being
adapted to engage the opposite side of the
frame. S e

- In witness whereof, I have hereunto signed
my name. S

" CLARK S. COMSTOCK, S,
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