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Lo all whom it may concern.: : _
Be it known that I, Groree Haxe, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, a resi-
dent of the city of St. Louis, State of Mis-
souri, have invented certain new and use-
ful Tmprovements in Garment-Supporting
(Clasps, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawing,
forming a part of this specification.

My invention relates to a garment sup-
porting clasp, one of the main objects of
the invention being to provide a clasp by
which a garment, for example, hose, may
be so held as to avoid any tendency to tear
or injure the garment. A {further object’
of the invention is to provide a clasp which
engages the garment to be supported with-
out creasing or wrinkling the engaged por-
tion of the garment, thereby avoiding un-
even strain upon the garment and tendency
to wear or break the threads in the en-
gaged portion. A still further object of
the invention is to provide, in the clasp of
a garment supporter, a button which will
vield under strain, thereby making it pos-
sible for a garment to be tightly gripped
within the clasp without liability of in-
jury.

’ Figure I is a front elevation showing
my garment supporting clasp used in con-
nection with a garter.

Fig. IT is a side elevation, partly in ver-
tical section, of the parts shown in Fig. 1.

Fig. TIT is an enlarged elevation, partly
in longitudinal section, of the garment en-
gaging portions of my clasp.

Fig. IV is a front elevation of the button
engaging member of my clasp.

Fig. V is a side view of the button en-
gaging member.

Fig. VI is an enlarged cross section taken
on line VI—VI, Fig. 1.

In the drawings, A designates the button
carrying member of my clasp, and B desig-
nates the button engaging member, these
parts being joined to each other at their up-
per ends so that each part may move rela-
tive to the other. The part A is flexible be-
ing preferably of cloth, and the part B is
resilient being preferably of spring wire.

The button. carrier i1s provided at its
lower free end with a plate 1 having aper-
tures 2 therein which receive legs 3 con-
stituting the shank of a resilient button 4.
The legs of the button shank are adapted
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to move in the apertures 2, transversely of
the plate 1, and the button supporting mem-
ber A, and said legs terminate in outturned
tongues 5 which serve to hold the button
from separation.from the plate 1. -

The plate 1, with which the button 4 is
associated, is provided with a flat forwardly
or outwardly projecting lip 6 located at the
lower end of the button carrying member A,
see I'ig, I1T. :

The button engaging member B of my
clasp comprises an upper loop 7, a lower
loop 8 and a pair of opposed connecting ele-
ments 9 joining these loops, the upper loop
being adapted to receive the butfon 4 and
a portion of the garment applied thereto
when the clasp is being adjusted to the gar-
ment, after which the button with the por-
tion of garment applied thereto is moved
longitudinally of the button engaging mem-
ber B, between the connecting elements 9,
until the button and the engaged portion
of the garment become seated in the lower
loop 8. ;

The lower loop 8 is bent rearwardly rela-
tive to the plane occupied by the connect-
ing elements 9 of the button engaging mem-
ber B, as seen in Figs. IT, IIT and V.  When
the button reaches the loop 8 the cross bar
at the bottom of said loop becomes adjusted
beneath the outturned lip 6 at the lower end
of the button carrying member, and the por-
tion of the garment between the cross bar
of the loop 8 and said lip is firmly gripped
between these parts, -~ The loop 8, is elon-
gated transversely of the flat lip 6 opposed
thereto, and, therefore, when these parts
are brought into juxtaposition to each other
the garment gripped between them is held
without wrinkling and the strain upon the
garment is uniform so that there is no lia-
bility of tearing it.

In the use of my clasp the garment grip-
ping tendency is obtained by pull upon the
button engaging member ‘B, and the cross
bar of the loop 8 of said member is, there-
fore, constantly pulled toward the lip 6
opposed thereto. The button 4 is of utility
in maintaining the button engaging mem-
ber in the desired position, so that its loop
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8 will perform the function of gripping a -

portion of the garment to be supported be-
tween it and the outturned lip at the lower
end of the button carrying member A, and
by making the button 4 of resilient form
it is enabled to serve its intended function
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without injury to the portion of the gar-
ment held within the lower portion.of the
button receiving member around the button.

I claim :— :

1. A garment clasp comprising a button
carrying member. having an abutment at
its lower end, a button on said button car-
rying member above said abutment, and ‘a
garment gripping loop adapted to grip a

~garment between 1t-and said ‘button and be-

tween it and the bottom -of said abutment,
said abutment -being within said loop and
adjacent to ‘the lower member of the loop
so0-as to:codperate therewith in gripping the

15 garment.
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2. A garment clasp comprising a button
carrying member having an abutment at its
lower end, a resilient button on said button
carrying member above said abutment, and

"a garment gripping member yieldingly en-

gaging said button and having at its lower
end a backwardly bent loop surrounding

“said abutment and extending beneath said

abutment to grip a. portion of a garment
between the top of the loop-and the bottom
of‘the abutment. - )

‘In testimony that I claim the foregoing
I ‘hereunto affix my.signature. ‘

‘GEORGE HAKE.
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