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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Oscar H. Braatex,
a_citizen of the United States, residing at
Halliday, in the county of Dunn and State
of North Dakota, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Seals, of which
the following is a specification, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in seals and has relation more par-
ticularly to a device of this general ¢haracter
which may be applied into operative posi-
tion with convenience and facility, and it is

an object of the invention to provide a de-
-vice of this general character having novel

and improved means whereby the opposite
extremities are effectively locked together in
substantially an automatic manner.

The  invention consists in the details of
construction and in the combination and
arrangement of the several parts of my im-
proved seal whereby certain important ad-
vantages are attained and the deviee is ren-
dered simpler, less expensive and otherwise
more convenient and advantageous for use,

all as will be hereinafter more fully set

forth. _ )
The novel features of the invefstion will be

‘carefully defined in the appeénded claims.

In order that my invention may bhe the
better understood, I will now proceed to
describe the same with reference to the ac-
companying drawing, wherein—

Figure 1 is a view 1n perspective of a-geal
constriicted in accordance with an emb_ogii-
ment of my invention with the exiremities
in interlocked connection.. Fig. 2 is a view
in plan of a blank from which my improved
seal is produced. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal
sectional view through the ¢onnected por-
tions of the sedl as illustrated in Fig. 1;
Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken substantially
on the line 4—4% of Fig. 8; and Fig. 5 is a
sectionial view faken substantially on the
line 5—5 of Fig. 3. . :

As disclosed in the accompanying draw-
ings, 1 denotes an elongated strip of metal
capable of flexure and having its opposite
longitudinal marginal portions adjacent one
end notched or cut out as at 2, to afford
shoulders 3 for a purpose to be hereinafter
more particularly referred to, and the lon-

- gitudinal marginal portions of the strip in
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advance of the shoulders 3 are inglinqd in-
wardly as at 4, for a purpose which is be-

lieved to be self-evident. I also find it of .

~advantage to provide the strip 1 at a point
mwardly of the shoulders 3, but in close prox-
1mity thereto, with the opening 5 which in’

addition to affording a locking means as will
hereinafter be explained, permits the strips
before being applied in operative position to
bé strung upon a wire or other member for
convenience in carrying. The opposite end
portion of the strip 1 is enlarged transversely
as at 6, and terminates in the gradually re-
duced extension or tongue 7 which is adapt-
ed to be returned beneath the widened por-
tion 6 and to coact with the opening 5 to
afford a means whereby the extremities of

“ the strip may be interlocked as is thought

to be clearly shown in the accompanying
drawings. At a point inwardly of the wid-
ened portion 6 the strip 1 is also provided
with the laterally extended wings 8, each
of which being bent back upon itself to
afford a double thickness, and said wings ave.
bent substantially perpendicular relative to
the strip 1 to afford side walls over which
the widened portion 6 is disposed in order

to afford a pocket or compartment P having

its inner face bent, and it is to be noted that
the tongue 7 hereinbefore referred to is
disposed outwardly relative to the strip.
The widened portion 6 is adapted to be se-
cured to the side walls in any desired man-
ner.but preferably by solder.

The inner plies of the side walls are of a
length lessthan the length of the outer plies
and have their inner end portions free in or-
der to- afford the inwardly disposed spring
tongues 9 which automatically engage the
shoulders 3 when the opposite extremity of
the strip is forced within the pocket through
the open end thereof. Tt will also be noted
that the tongue 7 will automatically engage
within the opening 5 whereby three distinct
locking actions are afférded for maintaining
the éxtremities of the seal in connected rela-
tion. :

From the foregoing description, it is

thought to be obvious that a seal constructed

in accordance with my invention is of an
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extremely. simple- and:comparatively inex- .

pensive nature and is particularly well
adapted for use by reason of the conven-
ience and facility with which it may be as-
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sembled, and it will also be obvious that my -

“invention is susceptible of some change and

modification without material departure
from the principles and spirit thereof and
for this reason I do not wish to be under-
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stood as limiting miyself to the precise ar-
rangement and formation of the several

parts herein shown in carrying ouf my in-

vention in practice.

I claim:

1. A seal of the character described com-
prising an elongated metallic strip having
notches produced in its marginal portions
adjacent an end thereof to afford shoulders,
the opposite end portion of the strip being
provided with laterally directed wings don-
bled upon themselves to afford side walls,

the portion of the strip in advance of the’

~ wings being returned and overlying the side
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walls and secured thereto, the inner plies.of
the side walls having their inner extremities
free and -disposed inwardly to produce 1ock-
ing springs engageable with the shoulders
at the opposite end of the strip.

2. A seal of the character described com-
prising an elongated metallic strip having
notehes produced in its marginal portions
adjacent an end thereof to afford shoulders,
the opposite end portion of the strip being
provided with laterally directed wings dou-
bled-upon themselves to afford side walls,
the portion of the strip in advance of the
wings being returned and overlying the side
walls and secured thereto, the inner plies of
the side walls having their inner extremities

g ' 1,174,308

free and disposed inwardly to produce lock-
ing springs engageable with the shoulders

at the opposite end of the strip, the free end .

of the returned portion of the strip being

provided with a forwardly disposed tongue, 2

the opposite extremity of .the strip being
provided with an opening into which the
tongue is adapted to be directed.

3. A seal of the character described com-
prising an elongated metallic strip having
notches préduced in its marginal portions
adjacent an end thereof to afford shoulders,
the opposite end portion of the strip being
provided with an elongated pocket substan-
tially rectangular In'cross section and hav-
ing its inner end open, the side walls of the
pocket being provided with inwardly dis-
posed springs directed away from the inner
end of the pocket, the top wall of the pocket
being provided at the open end of the pocket
with an inwardly disposed tongue, the strip
adjacent the notches and inwardly thereof
being provided with an opening into which
the tongue is adapted to be directed.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

OSCAR H. BRAATEN.

Witnesses:

H. A. NogMAN,
Orr H. BraaTen.
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